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Japanese American Internment

In the uncertain weeks after Pearl Harbor, as Japanese forces expanded across the Pacific
and Southeast Asia, many Americans—particularly those on the Pacific coast— feared
enemy attack and saw danger in every corner.

Wartime fears combined with racial prejudice to lead to a great injustice. Early in 1942,
civilian and military leaders on the West Coast—including California Attorney General
Earl Warren (later U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice)}—complained that members of the
region’s large Japanese American community might be working with the Japanese
military to plan acts of sabotage. Though no serious evidence of this existed, they pushed
the Roosevelt administration for action.

On February 19, 1942, FDR issued executive order 9066, which led to the forced
relocation of more than 110,000 Japanese Americans to inland internment camps
operated by the military. More than two-thirds were native born American citizens.
Abruptly forced to abandon or sell their homes and businesses, many lost everything. Yet
they remained loyal, and some Japanese Americans from the camps served in the nation’s
military, where they distinguished themselves with extraordinary valor.

The Supreme Court upheld the President’s order in two wartime cases. But in the 1980s,
Congress acknowledged this violation of the civil liberties and voted to provide some
financial compensation to individuals confined in the camps. The Supreme Court also
vacated its earlier wartime rulings.

Similar wartime fears led Canada and nations throughout Latin America to adopt
comparable expulsion measures against residents of Japanese ancestry.

A A A A Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum AAAA
4079 Albany Post Road Hyde Park, NY 12538 1-800-FDR-VISIT ww.fdrlibrary.marist.edu

12



Curriculum Guide

Franklin D. Roosevelt and WWI/

Text of Executive Order 9066: Authorizing the Secretary of War to Prescribe Military Areas:

This press release containing the text of Executive Order 9066 was issued on the day after

Roosevelt signed the order. The original Executive Order is located at the National Archives in

Washington D.C. as part of Record Group 11: The General Records of the United States
Government.

FCR THE FRESS IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 20, 1942
The President hes signed the following Executive Order:

AUTHORTZING THE SECRETARY OF WAR TO FRESCRIBE
MILITARY AREAS’
=y
7

WHEREAS the successful prosecution of the war requires
every pessible protecticn egainst esplonege and against sebotage
to national-defense materisl, naticnal-defense premises, end
nationasl-defense utilities ss defined In Section L4, Aet of April
20, 1918, 40 Stat. 533, as amended by the Act of November 30,
154ho, SL Stat. 1220, and the Act of August 21, 1941, 55 Stat,
655 (U.S.C., Title 50, Sec, 104}:

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me

as President of the United States, and Commander in Chief of the

and Navy, I hereby asuthorize and dircct the Secretery of War,
and the Militery Commanders whom he may from time to time designate,
whenever he or eny designated Commander deems such ection necesaary
or desirsble, to prescribe military areas in such places and of
such extent as he or the appropriate Militery Commander may deter-
mine, from which any or all perscns may be excluded, and with re-
apect to which, the right of any peracn to enter, remain in, or
leave shall be subject to whatever restricticne the Secrotary of
Wer or the appropriste Militery Commender may impose in his discre-
tion. The Secretary of Wer 1s hereby authorized to provide for
residents of any such erea who are excluded therefrom, such transpor-
tation, food, shelter, end other sccommodations as may be necessary,
in the judgment of the Secretary of War or the sald Militery Com-
msnder, and until other errengements are made, to accomplish the
rurpcse of this order. The designation of military sreas in any
rogion or locality shall supersede designations of prohiblted and
restricted sreas by the Attorney General under the Proclemations
of December 7 and 8, 1541, and shall supersede the responsibility
and authority of the Attorney General under the sald Proclamations
in respect of such prohibited and restricted ercaa.

I hereby further authorize and direct the Secretary of
War and the sald Militery Commanders to teke such other asteps aa
he or the appropriaste Military Commander may deem advissble to en-
force campliance with the restrictions appliceble to cach Military
erca hereinsbove authorized to be designeted, including the use of
Federal troops and othor Federsl Agencies, with authority to ac-
ceopt sasistance of state and local agencies.

I hereby further suthorize and direct all Executive De-
partments, independent estsblishments and other Federal Agencies,
to assist tho Secretary of War or the said Military Commanders in
carrying out this Executive Order, including the fwmishing of
medical aid, hospitalization, food, clothing, transportation, use
of land, shelter, and other supplies, equipment, utilities, facili-
tiea, and servicea.

This crder shall not be construed as modifying or limiting
in any way the autherity herotofore granted under Executive Order
No. 8972, dated December 12, 1541, nor shall it bo construed as
limiting or modifying the duty end responsibility of the Federal
Burcau of Investigation, with respect to the investigation of al-
leged acts of asabotago or the duty and responsibility of the Attorney
General and the Department of Justice under the Proclamaticns of Do-
cember T and 8, 1941, prescribing rogulations for the conduct and
control of alien enemics, eoxcept as such duty and responeibility is
superseded by the designation of military arcas heresunder.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

THE WETTE HOUSE,

February 19, 1942,
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