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SULOIARY

White peoplo are largely unaware of the fact that dissatisfection
o oo widespresad smong Negroos that large mumbers of them have ng heart for
the wor, Six whites in ten, out of g nationnl ercss-section recently inters
viewed, felt that Hegross were protty well sntisfisd with conditions, Almast
&3 many folt that Megroes are now better aff than they were befors the war,

Yore than hall' of those intorviewsd with en opinion on the guestion
Eelieved that Fegross have ag goad a chance as whites to got Jobs in war plamts.
Three out of four respondents in the South and nine out of ten in the reat of the
country felt thet a Negro should draw the same pay 88 & wWhite person when he doss
tho saze work.

Fifty=fivo per cent of the sample tolisved that n Hegro makes as good a
soldier ma & whits man, Forty-nine per cent mlt that he malkes as good an aip-
plane pilot. Hespondents were about ogually divided on tha questicn of wheother
legroes have as pood & ohames as whites to get ahead in the armed forces.

Thites showed & falrly good kmowledge of the hopes and demands of Hegroes,
They recognized, for exsmple, that what Negroes are most concernsd about ip im-
provement in their vcomomic mitumtisn. Rt relatively fow whites wern willing to
make concessions in this area. They were willing, however, to provide bobter
housing fmcilities for Hegroes.

On nll 2f these issues pronounced regional diffsrences wors evident,
Southerners wore more inolined than peaple in the rest of the country to feel
that Hegroes are belng treated fairly or aro thezselves 5 blase for soy
dlfferentiation in the trestment mccarded them. And thoy were lazs willing than
peaple ln other reglons to make concessions to Negroes.

In all parts of the exuntry, howevar, large mumbers of people wors
uneymanthetic to Negross. Mot saly were they cold ta their aspirations; many
Bvidently folt thas rights long since gromted to Nogroes should ba revoked,
For example, more than half of all respondents in the Northeast and Wast bp-
lieved thot there should ba Beparage schools for white and Negro children,

Sdusationnl stetus also affected people's anawers., On most guestieng
the botter educated were somewhat more realistic end more 1iberal than the lezs
wall sduceted,

Fimelly, it was found that pecple's views on tha Hegro's role in the
WAr elffort were glogely linked o their prejudicos on segragation and their
desire to maintein prasent caste disgtinstione.



"I note with satisfaction that the these
af your significant gatharing reads "Wictory is
Vital to Minoritias.' This theme might well ba
reversed and given to the Fation as a slogan.

For teday, az naver before in our history,
"¥inorities Are Vital to Yictory,1n

"We are, in o sense, a Nation of minorities.
By race, by religien, by color, by ancestry, each
constituent group is & minority when viewsd in
relation to our total population, But it is the
eszence of cur desocracy that our very differences
have welded us into a Nation. And the democratic
way of life within that Naticn can be defanded
succgssiully cnly with the halp and sappart of all
Eroups within its borders.”

==Franklin D. Rocsevalt,
Message to the National
Association foar the Advance-

mant of Colored People Con=
ference, July 1h, 1942

WHITE ATTITUDES TOWARD NEOROES

The amount of support Negroes give the war effort-—and their very desirs
to support lt--depends to & very large axtent upon the attitudses of white people
tymard them. HNegroes cannot put thelr shouldars to the wheel in the war effort
LF they are not permitted to do 80, And their morale is inevitably affectsd by
the kind of treatment they experiance.

It is imporfant, therefore, to Ses to what extant white Anmericans shars
the view of thelr Presidant that the suppert of the nation's Negroes im vital to
the war effort. To supplement its rrevicus investligations of Negro morals; tha
Bureay of Intelligence condusted & survey of white attitudes toward Negroes,
Interviews wers condusted with a rapresentativa cross section of whits people in
all parts of the country betwesn Juna 22 and July 7.
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I. Hasic ittitudes Toward hegross

Perhaps the most surprising linding of the entire invastigation was
that a mafority of white Americans are wngwars that there is anything that might
be called a4 "Negre problem.” The fllustration belew shows the range of responses
to tha question, "Do you think nost liegroes are pretty wall satisfied with things

in this country or do you think most of them ars dissatisfieden

ARE NEGROES GENERALLY SATISFIED WITH CONDITIONS 7
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Pravious investigaticns of kegro morale in Uemphis and Hew York indicata
that, in fact, Negroes are far from satisfied. Many of them have grievances.
Some of them feel so badly about thair present sltuation, and so discouraged abow
the future, that thay do not think that they would be any worse off if Jagan won
the war, A few feel they would be no worse off under Carman dominatiss. Views
of Negroes in thess two cities carnat be taken az indices of natienal sentimant,
but studies in four other cities supgest that they are not unrepressntative.

The opinion of sfe white people in ten that Negroes are reazonably well
satisfied with thelr situaticn must, therefore, be attributed in very large mea-

fure o lgnorance. But many factors contribute to this ignorance——including tha
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tallous beliel that Negross do not nead much to satisfy thom. It is in the South,
Where discrimination is =ost marked &nd Negroea constitute a relatively large
Froportion of the population, that the comforting opinien that lHegroes ara satis-
Tiad i most prevalsnt.
Cpportunitiss Open to Hegraes

The beliefs whites have about Hegroesa tend to bolster one enother. Some

light is shed on the opinisn that liegroes are relatively well matisfied with con—
ditions by the response of white people to the question, "Do you think Negroes
are getting all the opportunities they deserve in this country, or do you think
in general thay are not being treated fairlymn

ARE NEGROES GETTING
ALL THE OPPORTUNITIES THEY DESERVE?
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The belief that Hapress ars getting all the sppartunities they dasarve
iz iteelf a product of ignerance and & disparaging attitude teward Negroes. As
the chart shows, the belief is more widespread in the Scuth than In other parts
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@l the country; it is more frequently expressed by those who did not complete
tigh scheol than it is by the relatively well educated. DBut the bellef is prav-
alent in gll parts of the cowmtry, among the well educeted and the poorly edus=
cated, Eighty-four per cent of the poorly educatod respondents in the South
subscribe to 1t, but so do more than ene half of the well-educated respondants
in the Nerth who have an opinicn on the question,

The extent to which ‘gnorance of the facts contributss to the viewpodnt
is perhaps suggested by peoples' opinions on & more specific question, "Do Negroes
have as good 4 chance as whits people to get a good educationi™ In the Northaast
nﬁd in the West elght out of ten respondents felt thot Hegroes in their own reglons
have as good a chance as whites to get a good educaticn. And +ha enjority of
white Southerners maintained that Negroes enjoy equality of educaticnal opportunity
in thoir region.

Whatever the facts may be sbout the Northeast and the West, the opinien
that Negroes have equal educatiocnal opportunities in the Scuth ia demonstrably
mistaiken. Becauss there are separate schools for the Ywo races, it is possible
to make direct statistical comparisons, In & recent ¥ear, in ten Scutharn states
whers lisgroes constituted 28 per cont of the total school enrollment, coly 12 per
cent of the total expenditures went for Negro achools. The average expanditura
rer white pupil was $37.57; per colored Fupil, $13,09. Only 1% per cent of the
egro children of high soheol age, ms contrasted with 55 per cent of the white
childran, wore enrcllad in school,

Raspardents in tha Northeast and in the Wast, espocially the better
educated cnes, showed some awaranass of these inequalities in the scuthern part
of the United Statas. 'When esked, "Are there any cther parts of the country whara
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you feel legroes do net have the sane chances as whito poople do to get & pood
educatlon?”, six respondents in ten in the Northeast and West satd, "Yos. It

iz intaresting psycholopleally that those who fcknewledged the sxistence of
inequalities in thelr own aress were most prone to reccgnize the failure of other
sectlons of the country to treat Negroas equitably,

Views on Negroes' Ability

A low opindeon of Hegroes' capabilities alss rrobably contributes to the
feeling thut they are getting all the opportunities they deserve. As the chart
on the follewing pape shows, more than a half of all white pecpla in tha Sauth
and more then a third of all whita paaple in the rest of the eountry feel that
Negroes are prizarily responsible for their inferier status 4n ouwr society. Tha
bottom half of the chart shows the shortcomings attributed to Negrcas by those
who held thia viewpoint.

Better educated respondents wers mope inclined than the less well edu-
cated to blame whita People, or both whites and Negrees, for the fact that Negroes
do not have equality of opportunity., Even in tha South L3 per eent af the better
educated respondents were willing to put all or part of tha blame Tor the plight
of Negroes cn the shoulders of the whita population,

The sample was asked; "In general, do you think Hegroes are as intelli-
gent a8 white people — that is, can they learn things just as well if they are
Fiven tha same education and tralning?" Forty-eipht per cent — a majority of
thege who expressed an opinien — replied that Negroes are not as intellipent as
wiltes. As one would expect, this vigw waz far more genarally held in tha South
than in other regions, Swrprisingly, it was voleod somewhat mors freguently by
the well educated than it was by the less well sduoated,

Whites put & somewhat more faverable appraisal on the potential ability
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of Hegrces as workers. When asked, "If a Negrec has the fang training as a white
person, do you think he san do a particular job Just az wall?", seven respondenta
in ten in the Northeast and in the West sald, "Yagm, _ But less then kO per cent
of the Southerners interviewed shared this viaw.

In overy region those who had worked with Negroes had more faith in their
capabilities than thosa whe had not,
Segregation

The views of whites on the segregatlon issves are summed up in the table
below: -

Northeast Seuth West Tota

= edu- Edu- Thedu-  Efi= Thedoe
ceted® oated catads cated cateds ecated

There should be
i s

Separate reaiden- 75% fox SEE o9Y 0k BLz aL%
tial sectiona

Sepurate restau- 3 &0 4 99 ) a7 &3
mints

Separats schools Ly 55 g5 99 &l ral &8

Separate sections 29 37 ¥l 97 L1 L7 81
in street cars
and busses

The nost marked differances of opinion are clearly on a regiongl basis.
But it will be cbserved that large numbers of pacpls in hoth the Northeast gnd
the Waat expressed a preference for arrangmments which would keep Negroes and
whites separated. The sentiment for separate schosls in these Toglons is sype-
¢ially surprising, Even theugh children of the two rgcas customarily attend the
same schools in the Hertheast and West, except as they may be sccidentally sepa-
rated as & result of living 4in different areas, majority sentiment endorsed segre-
gation.

#* Completed high school or better.
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8imilarly, large nunbers of pecpla in these reglons maintained that
Jerarate sections should ba provided for whites and Negroes in public conveyances,
even theugh thia would involve a change in axisting errangaments. Burgl pecpla
were particwlarly prone to favor ssparate sections for whites and Hegroes,

It would bae clearly immccurats 4o say that on the issue of sagrogation
& telerant Neorth and Wast are arrayed against an intolerant South. TYet on aach
of the questions the propertion of those who plumped for g Policy of segregation
was markedly larpar in the Scuth. It is probable, too, that Scutherners feel
more intensely abeut the issue than peaple in the rest of the country. The sample
was aeked, MIf a Negro with just as much education and dncome as you have meved
into your bleck; would it make any difference to you?" Eighty-six per cant of
those Intarviewsd in the Seuth, as compared with 5l per cent in the rest of the
gountry, sald that it would, Ths Froportion of those who indicmted that they
would either actively oppose the encroachment of Nopross or else move away was
also larger in tha South, . )

On most iszues it will be noted that well-gducated respondents ware sose-
whet Sere liberal than the less well sdusated. Sut the better educated respondants
expressed more concern than those with less sducation about living in the same
block with Negroea. In sl11 ;&'nhhiliw, however, this difference was due Lo their
suparicr economic status--to such censiderations as fear of a decline in real

estite values following Negro infiltratisn into their neightorhoods,

II. HNegroes in the War Effort

The various attitudes which have besn dissussed inevitably find reflec-
tien in white ceople's views on the role of Negrses in the war affart and the

impask of the war upon them,
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Whitea' ipnorance of conditions amonp Negroes and their reluctancs to
see that there is any Hegro problen may have something to do with the fect that
55 per cent of all those interviewed balisved that liegroes have shared in the
war-atizulated economic boom, and are better off than they were before December
T« In any casge, as the chart below indicates, whites were significantly more

inclined o hold this view than the Negroes n Yemphis and New York.

ARE NEGROES BETTER OFF SINCE THE WAR BEGAN?

o
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Whitas are less optimistic than Negroes about the effect of an Amerdecan

Yictory upon the status of hegroes, but the fact that they balieve that Megroas
have already improved their pesition may accowmnt for this, If, however, the view
of seven white respondents in ten that tho war will not change the status of the
Negro in American seeiety is based on & reluctance to make cotoessions, it may
point to troubls ahead, For, if the New Tork and Uomphis samplea are typdcal, a
sizeable cinerity of Americen lisgroes believe that victory should and will mean

oome isprovement in their 1ot
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Willingness to Make Concessions

The divergence between the kind of changes Nagroes want made right now
and the willingness of whites to make concessions constitute a mors immediate
source of conflict betwsen the races. The issus ghout whioh Negroez fesl tha
keenest resentment todsy is econcmic disorimination. They want to have the sima
oppertunities as whites to decure jobs for which they are qualifisd. and they
want to get the same pay as whites whan they do the same work, Better econosin
opportunities are regarded as the key to the improvezent of Hegro 1ife in all its
aspeots. About better houses and the abelition of segregation, Negroes show legss
COTC &I,

A% the charts cn the opposite page ahow, on the whole whites gssess tha
grievances of Negroas quite accurately, But despite the fact that they recogniza
the Negroes! desire for econcaic equality, thers is a pronounced reluctance to
make concessions in this area. On the other hand, whites are willing %o met to
improve Negro housing conditions, although they recogniza that this is not the
step which Negroes mest dasire.

The disparity betwean whitest imowledge of what Negrocs want and what
they are willing to grant them requires explanation. Tt may be conjecturead that
econozlc ccncessicns are reslsted becausa it is felt that thay threaten existing
caste barriers. On the other hand, better housing for Negroes fits in with the
noblesse oblige tradition, which is mrtleularly streng in the South, of Mtaking
care" of Nagraes. It peroits the perpetuation of existing sepregation. Finally,
it is & way of improving the health of Negroes, and many whites have come to
realize that the germs of communicable dissases do not obey Jim Crew laws and

that liegroes' heslth is a matter of close perscnal concern to them,



WHAT WHITES THINK NEGROES WANT MOST NOW
AND WHAT THEY ARE WILLING TO GRANT THEM
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Ine Negro in Tar Production

Almoat one-halfl of the cross section of white people expressed ths
bellel that Megroes have ms good & chanee &3 whites to ot joba in wor plasts,
(See chart opposite, pezed3.) But the rolatively well sduontod were not o likely
ta hold this opinion as the less well tducated,

Thase who believed that “legroes ds mot have ms good a ghance ms whites
B0 pet war jobs were msked to tell who they thought waa respomsible for the
situatisn. Reglonal differences sharply influenced their answers. Southernmers
Thought that Negross themsolves desarve nmost of the blamo for whatever dif-
figultiss theoy oncounter. A plurnlity in the Northesst blamed the TAnAgers of
Tactories; a plurality in the Test blamed labor unicns,

Nine out of tom respondents in the Nertheast and the West, and threas
out of four in the South, snld thet a Hegro deing the same work as & white porscn
should draw the seme pey. Sut nope peaple, eapeoinlly in the Sguth, may have
sxprossed this opinion secure in the knowledge thet the issus was remote, aince
in all probebility Negroes could mot Eet the same joby ma whites,

Southerners wore Car mors prone then peaple in other parts of the
country to object winlantly 22 Negroes working alongside thems In the Northeass
end in the Test, only three respondents in ten seld thet it would make any
differsance to thom Lf Yegroes werw hired to work with them. But seven Southermars
in ten seid that it would =make & difforenmce, Aud far more Southernera than
Nartherners or Westermners carried their cpposltion o the polnt of saying that
thay would quit their jobs if Hegrome worn hired to work with them.

There mre some prounds for EnCourAgemont, Rowever, in the fast that
in ell parts of the country those who had slready worked with lleprons were far
more willing to work alongside them then were thass wha had never had the

SXpPATianch,



NEGROES IN THE WAR EFFORT

Opinions of  Upper bare MORTHEAST and WEST
whites Lower bar: SOUTH

“Do Megroes

have as good a chance as whites to get war jobs?”

AR

“Are Negroes
as patriotic as whites?"

“"Does the Negra
m ﬂ':i“ good a soldier as the white man?”

"Does the Negro
make as good an airplane pilot as the white man?” .

“Do Megroes B
have the same chances as whites to get shead in the armed forces?

:if Dont Know




Tho Lopgro in tha freed Forces

FProm twa=thirds to three-fourths of the people interviewsd in the
Kartheast and in the Test believed that Nepross are just as patriotic as
whites. But in the South s mejority of respondents with an opinion on the
subject maintained that they are not as patriotic.

The some reglonal differences wore appercat in views on the Hegro's
ability ms @ sgldier. 3ix out of tem respondsnta in the Horthemst and in
the Test felt that the average Negro makes just as good o soldier as the average
white =an. But in the South & majority of reapondents held the contrary
opinien. Throughout the country even flewer people felt that the Negro makes a
good anirplane pilet, last of those who wers scornful of Negroes' fighting
ability mnintained that they sro cowardly, have loss nstive ability, or are
lazy mnd lacgk Initiative.

fespondents divided up inte thres groups of alsost equal .size om the
gquesticn of who should lead Negro trocps, Throe in ton bolieved thet they
should be led by white officers, and almost the same number ware af the opinion
thoy should be led by Hegra affisera. Four respondants in ten felt that they
should be led by both whites and Hegroes. .

The ususl regpional variations were mpperent. In the Northesst and in
the Viest the =sst populnr view wes that Legroes should be lod by officers of
both rages. Tn these replons the secend ll;.'ﬂll‘i vote was for Pegro officers,
axcapt in the rural Tiest, where white officers were in second places. In the
South the predominent opinion was that Hegro troops should be led by white
officers. A sigenble sroup felt that bkoth white and Negro officers should ba
eaployud, but the ooments voluntesred by some of shose who expressed this
apinion indieated that they folt that the tap officers should be whiton and the

mlnar officers, wio have close contact with tha troops, Hegroes.
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CONCLUS IONS

The task of making Americans gensrally see the importance of bringing
the natlon's Negro minority more fully ints the war offort is one of irmonse
diffieulty. In part this difficulty stems from the olose relationshlp betwesn
views on the Negro's role In the present emergency and deep-seated, stubbornly-
held sttitudes townrd his worth, his ability and his place in soclety.

The tesk is national in scope. Although Scutharners were more dis-
paraging of Megroes than peoples in the reat of the gounbry, and more reluctant
to mnke concosanions to them, larges numbers of people in all reglons showed
what must be regarded as mn {lliberal stiitude toward Yegroos. On some issuea,
indead, it aopears that rights which have long sinoce been granted to them are
#till opposed by large numbers of white people.

Duspite these difficulties, the situaticn is by no mesns hopeless.
There are promising possibilities, for oxample, in the fact that larpe pumbers
of white people recognize the need for improving legro housing conditions.

linny of the attitudes of whites toward Hegroes stem in part at loast
from ignorance. Thus & wide dissexinstion of information mbout the accomplish-
ments of llegroes may be expected to do s great deal of good. Ferhaps the most
fundamental reguirement for the salution of the Kegre problem 1s further education
of the white population.

Fipally, the imperative need of expanding the labor force Imposes an
obligation on the Pederal Government, mnd provides sn opportimity, to omesurapge
the wider employment of Fegroes in Americon industry.

By turning the spotlight on Negro housing conditions and attempting ta

improve them; by making people awars of the necefsity for eugleying mors Nsgroes

and attampting to elizinate employ=ent disgrinination; and by publicizing the
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Loonmplishments of Neproce, the Fedaral Oovernmons cen simultansously =ole
proprass Lowerds lrmediste and long-term objectives, It con asours & Culler
partloipetion of Negross in the war effort and raise Yegre morale. And over o
period of time it onn develsp preater good will toward Negroes mmonp the white

Fopulation,
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