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President Roosevelt’s 1933 Inaugural Address

In August 1928, shortly before his election to the presidency, Herbert Hoover had proclaimed,
“We in America today are nearer to the final triumph over poverty than ever before in the history
of any land.” Yet by the end of his term nothing could have been farther from the truth. The
Great Depression had reached a pinnacle by the spring of 1933. The banking system was near
collapse, a quarter of the labor force was unemployed, and prices and production were down by a
third from their 1929 levels.

The nation was looking for new leadership, and it found it in Franklin D. Roosevelt, the two-
term Governor of New York. As a candidate for the presidency, Roosevelt had promised, ‘a New
Deal for the American people.” Upon taking office, he began immediately to make good on his
pledge. Roosevelt seemed fully aware of the challenges he and the nation faced and he spoke
with confidence and determination. His inaugural address, delivered on the steps of the United
States Capitol building on March 4, 1933 gave the weary nation a much needed glimmer of hope.

Stryker’s Shooting Scripts

For those born after the 1930s, the Great Depression is something that can be visualized only
through photography and film. Certain images have come to define our view of that uncertain
time: an anxious migrant mother with her three small children; a farmer and his sons struggling
through a dust storm; a family of sharecroppers gathered outside their spartan home.
Reproduced repeatedly in books and films, these photographs are icons of an era.

Remarkably, many of these familiar images were created by one small government agency
established by Franklin Roosevelt: the Farm Security Administration (FSA). Between 1935 and
1943, FSA photographers produced nearly eighty thousand pictures of life in Depression-era
America. This remains the largest documentary photography project of a people ever
undertaken. Though the images were collected through the lenses of more than a dozen
photographers, they were directed by the vision of one man, Roy Stryker.

Stryker had a keen sense of the types of subjects he wanted captured on film and encouraged his
photographers to read about the regions and people they were photographing. He often gave
them “shooting scripts” describing assignment themes.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WaSHINGTON

Maroh 25, 1933,

This is the original of the Inaugural
Address - March 4th, 1933 - and was used by me
at the Capitol. PFraotiocally the only change,
except for an ococasional word, was the sentence
at the opening, which I added longhand in the

Senate Cqmmittee Room before the ceremcnies

began.
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INAUGURAL ADIRESS OF
PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D, EOOSFVELT
MAFCH 4, 1933,

I VI S
I an oorl:a.i.n that my 1‘0110' Amoricans expeot thet on ny induotion

into the Pru:l.dono-y I will address them with a oandor and a deoision which
the present situation of our pation impels. This 1.- preeminsntly the
time to spesk the truth, the whole truth, frarnkly and boldly, Ner nogi& '—
we lhrri.nk from honestly faolng conditions in our country todays Thh
peat nation will onduro as it has ondurod will rﬂi'n and will prosper.
8o first of al;l let mo assert my fimm belief that the only thing . we have
to rnr is fear 11:-.1:, - mﬁlou, unro’auoﬁﬁg. uﬂdﬁatﬂ‘ioﬁ terror which

o pnnlyzu noodod ortbrtl to conrort retreat into advance, In ovory dark

hour of our mtioml li.fo & leadership of rru.nknou and ﬁ.gor hu mt with

that undorlta.nding and support of the poople th.merna which 1a ouentm |

to victory. I eam oconvinced that you will again give that support to

leadership in these oritical dayse

In suoh a spirit on my part and on yourl.io face our ocxmon dif ficulties.

They ooncern, thank God, only material things. Values have shrunken to

fantastio levels; taxes have risen; our ability to pry hag fallen;

- goverment of all idinds 1s faced by serious curtailment of income; the



—— —— ey —— — ke = T b

means of exchange are frogen in the currenta of trade; the rltho:;od
leaves of industrial enterprise lie on every side; farmers find no
markets for their produce; +the savings of many years in thousands of

fanilies ALy’ £ONSe

More important, a host of unemployed oitizens face the gria problem
of exiztence, and an equally great m‘boi' toll with 1little roturn; Only
a foolish optixist can deny the dark realities 6r the moment,

Yet our distress oconmes from no fallure of substance, TWe are
striocken by no plague of locusts. Compared with the perils which our
forefathers oonquered beoause tholy believed and were not a.tn.id, we have
stil)l moch te be thankful fore Nature still offers ber bounty and
human efforts have multiplied ite Flenty is at cur docrstep, bub a

3"“‘4&“3. of 1t lenguishes in the very sight of the supply. Primarily,
this is becsuse the rulers of the exochangs of na.ﬁl:.‘.nd'- goods have falled
$hrough their own stubbornness and their omn inscmpetemse, have admitted
their rQum and abdicated. Fractices of the unsorupulous money
changers stand L;xdictod in the court of publie opinion, rejected by the
hearts and minds of men.

Trus, they have tried, but their afforts have beem ocast in the -

pattern of an cutworn 4radition, Faced by failure of oredit they have

~ proposed only the lending of more monsys Stripped of the lure of



profit by which to induce our peopls to follow their false lsadership
they have rasorted to exhortations, pleading tearfully for restored
oon.ﬁomo. They know only the rules of a generation of ulf-ueksﬁ.
They have no vision, and whon thers is no visgion the people perish,

The: money changers have fled from thelr high seats in the temple
of our oivilization, We may now restore that temple to the ancient
truths, The measure of the restoration lles in the extent to whioh we

spply sooial values more noble than mers monstary profit.

mppdmu lies not in the mro,'pouou.lon of Bonsy) 1%t lles in the
joy of aohievement, in the thrill of oreative effort. The joy and moral
stimalation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad shage of
evanesoent profitse  These dark days will be warth all they oost us if
&oy toaoh us that our true dostiny is not to bp minigtered unmto but to

minister to ‘ourulvu and to our fellow-men.

Beoognition of the falsity of matisrial wealth as the standard of
sucoess goes hand in hand with the abandomment of the false belief timt
mblio office and high politiosl positiom are to be walued o.nly by the
standards of pride of plaocs and personal prod‘it! and there must be an
ond to a oonduot in banking and in business whioh too often has given to

a saored trust the likensas of callous and selfish wrongdoing, Small



wonder that oonfidence langulshes, for it thrives only on honsaty, on
honor, on the saoredness of ohligstiom, on faithful proteotion, on

ungelfish p rformance: without them 1t cannot live,
o

Restoration oalls, however, not for ohanges ir ethics alons. This

nation asks for aotion, and aotion now,

Our greatest primary task 1s to put people to work, This is mo
unsolvable problem if we face 1t wisely ard ocuragecusly, It canbe
aoccomplished in part by direct reorulting by the govermment itself,
treating the task as wo would treat the emergsnoy of 2 war, but at the
sane time through this onzployﬁont'aooonpliahing greatly needed projeots
to stimulate and reorganize the use of our nmatural resources. '

Hand in land with fblﬁs m mast frankly recognige the over-
balance of population in our indpstrhl senters and, by engaging on a
national soale h,‘ redistribution, endeavor to provide a better use of_
the land for those best fitted for the lapd. The task oan bo helped by
definite efforts to ralse the values of agricultural products and with
4his the powsr to purohase the oubput of our oities. It can be helped
by preventing realistioally the tragedy of the growing loss through
foreoclosure, of our small homes and our farums. It oan bo/holpod by

inaistence that the federal, state and looal govermments aot fortlwlth



on the demand that their cost be drastically reduoeds It oan be helped
by the unifylng of rellef sotivities which today are often soattered,
unoynolﬂ.oal and unequal. It oan be helped by national plamning for and
supsrvisien of a1l forms of transportation and of oommiottioml and other
wtilities whioh have a definitely puﬁlie oharscter. There are mny.'a.yu
in whioh 1% osn be helped, but 1t san nsver be helped merely by talldng

about it, We must aot and aot quiokly.

 Finally, in our.progrolo torard a resumption of work we reguire two
safeguards against a return of the ovils of the old ordsr: there must be
‘a striot supervision of nli»blnking and oredits and innn'tnentu there
must be an end to speculation with other pecple's money, and there met be
provil.l;:n for an adequate bub sound onrx;oncy. | |

These are the Iinss of attaoke I shall presently urge upon ' .
a nsw Congress in speaial session detailed messures for thelr fulfilment,
and I shall seek the immediate assistance of the several states.

ri:rough this program of aotion we address ourselves to putting our
own nationsl house in order and making inooms balanoe outzo, Cur
international trade relations though vastly important, ars im point of
time and necessity secondary to the establishment of a sound national

soonomye I favor as a praotioal polioy the putting of first things first,



T shall spars no effort to restore world trade by -+ intermational

esoononia readjustment, bub_tho smergenoy at home camot walt on that

aocoprishment.

The baalo thought that guides these specifis means of national
recovery is not narrowly nationalistis, It is the insistence, as a first
oconsideration, upon the interdopo#denoo of the verious elements in eml
parts of the United States — & recogaltich of the o1d and permanently
ixportant manifestation of the Amsrican spirit of the pioneer. If il.

the way to recovery. It is the immediate way., It is the strongsst

asguranoce that 'th. reoovery will sndure,

"In the f1eld of world policy I would dedicate this matdon to the
polioy of the good neighbor -- the neighbor who regolutely respects '
himself and because he dces 86, respects the rights of others -- the
nsighbor who respeots his dbliga.t.tom and roup’éota' the sanotity of his

agre‘omontl in and with a world of nelghbors, '

I Irend the temper of our people correotly we now _roali-so- as wo
ave nmr. roa].isod. before our htordopondanoo on eaoh other: that we
ocannot merely take but we must give as well; <+that if we ars to go forward
we zust move as a trained and 'loyal army willing to saorifiocs for the good

of a oommonm discipline, because without suoh disoipline no progress 1is
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made, no leadership bLeoomes effective. e are, I know, ready and
willing to submit our lives and property to such disoipline because it
nakes possible a leadership which sim at a larger goods, This I |
propose to of fer, pledging that the larger purposes will bind upon us |
a1l as & saored obligation with a unity of duty. hlthért; evoked only
in time of armed strife.

With this pledge taken, I asaume unhesitatingly the leaderahip of -
this great army of our people dediocated te a disoiplined attaock upon our

oommon problens.

Aotion in this image and to this end is feasible uﬁdor the farm of |
government which we bhave inherited from cur ancestorse Our oonit!.ﬁtton
is 20 simple andpmotical that it is possible always to meet extraordinary
um.'by ochanges in emphasis and amngmnf without lbu of u_smtm
form, That is why our oonstitutional system has proved itself the
‘most superbly enduring politlcn.i mechanisa the modern world has produced.
It has et every stress of vast expansion of territory, of foreign

wars, of bitter internal strife, of world relations,

It 1s to be hopsd that the normal balance of exeoutive and
logislative authority may be wholly udequate te meet the umprecedented
task before use But 1t may be that an unprecedentsd demand and need

~



for undelaysd action may oall for temporary departure from that normal

balance of publie proosdure.

1 ul_proparod under my oqutituti.oml duty to recommend the measures
that a stricken mation in the midst of a stricken world my require.
Those measures, or suoh other measures as the Congress mey build out of

expsTience and wisdom, I aha.i‘.l seek, within' ay oonatitutional

authority, to bring to speedy adoption.

But in the event that the Congress shall fail to taie one of these 'hm :
uouripl. and 1n the event tlat the national emergency is still oritiocal,
j: shall not evmde the olsar ocourse of duby that will then sonfront me.
I shall nai: the Congreas for the one remeindng ingtrumsmt to meet the orisis --
bl;oad oxeoutin;- power to wage a war against the emorgenoy, as great as "
- the poinr that would be given to me if we were in faot ihvadod by a foreign

foo.

For the trust reposed in me I will return the courage and the devotion

that befit the time, I oan do no less.

We fa0s the arducus days that lie before us in the warm ocurage of
oatlional unity; with the olear consciousness of sesking old and preciocus

zoral values; with the olean gatisfaction that comes from the stern

Lo~



perforzance of duty by old and young alike., We aim at the assurance
of a rounded and permansnt national life, '

Weo do not distrust the future of essential demcoracy. The people
eof the United States have not falled. In their need they have registsred
a mandate that they want direot vigorous action, They Pave asked
for disoipline and direction under leadership. They mve made me the
. present instrument of their wishes. In the epirit of the glft I take 1t

In this dedication of a nation we lumbly ask the blessing of God.
ﬁny be proteot eaoh and svery one of ua, May lis guidolu in the days

e btk
7P r/a"m;u{_f'n‘v;/u.l ‘ .ﬂ
aw/ﬂy//w/Z——L ’ %7
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Roy R. Stryker ) ) 1940

\) SUGOESTIONS POR PHOTOGRAPHS .. '

Ir at any time you have a ohanuo, ploauo 1noludo a sst of
piotures on the following: .

I

c.

Meoting-places - orrioial sami-orriuial, and for general
loefing: '
l, Town halle
£, Court rooms )
3. Court-house steps
4. Square; oommon .
5. Villege fountain, pump ‘
6. Ytreet ocorners
7. Uerages and rilling-atations
8. blacksmith shops; livery atables (rare)
9. Pool and billiard halls
10. Soda ocounters
1l. Beer halls
12. Police and fire stations
13. Clubs and lodges
14, Churchea-~

.18, All types of war meetings are of ospooiul intorent

(nee Small Town soript)

Salvation Army. . -
l. Street meetings :

2. Band . \ 3 ‘ *
3. Singing : .
4. Close-ups - faces and hands

5. 'Preaching .

6. Strest audience - cloee shots and pan shots

7. Shots in hall ~ meetinge in action

Pool hall studiea

l. Player

2. Watohers and-loafers
3. Close-ups

.



To all photographers
Roy E. Stryker

- F.8.4,
1939

GCeneral Notes for plcturee needed for filee

SMALL TOWNS

Storss )
outasids views
front viaws
cars and horses and
buggies (hitching racke)

gdode on shelves
peopls buying
people coming out of atore

with purohases
fars aschinsry displays

Churches . »
on Sundey, if possible

“Court Day"”

Children at play (dogs)

Movise 1

flen loefing under trees

Looal hseeball gameno
Play¥rs -
spectatore

"Ihe Vagant Lot"

MHain Street

RURAL
Homes-

Barns
Representative types

Fances e ,
411 types -~ rail
atons

IRDUSTRY ’

Coal
Nines
Coal tipplas
R.R. yardg with coal oars

Lumbaring
Cut-over land
Small gawsmills
Lumber

Chost Towne
Faotories with windowa broken

TH HIGHWAY

Piotures whioh emphasizs the faot
that the Ameriomn highway is very
often a more attrasotive place ~
than ths places Americans live.

-"Restleae Amerioa”

Beuutiful Highways
Elm, or maplee at the curve
of the rosd -- oontraet h
rural and industrial slume
whioch highways pasa through

| Lunoh Rooms and Filling Station

Truckers mtopped to eat
Trailers on Road

Paople walking on' road

‘Horse and buggy on roed

Back view ~- country-rvoad

Signs R
Large signs
Cn trees -- barne -- roofs
Town and village - _



 spRINg

Pitting ground for plnnting. plo-ing arfd harrowing.

Planting.
Trees in bud and in blossom.
Naw-plowed esrth (early morning or late afternoon).
Show "$pxture.” Cet the feel of "good earth” into the plcturi.

Burmning weeds end drueh. v
Cleaning ond painting boats.

Oardening. . .
Clothee siring on the line. ’ T

Store winddws -- apring clothee, garden equipment. "“’\\

Seed etores -- "planta and shruba for sale.”

WEATEER

¥e need more pilotur tn,on to get the feeling of "weather" --

rain, miet and fog wind.
“A few Yory good cloud pictures vial'bo acceptabls.
CENERAL
The country -- show photographicnlly, if posaible, the naturse.of

the land: —
o "

. , )
Hills and mouritains

Deep valleye (to-no in vulloyu)

Rosde (ahead dvar hil;p as seen by driver from onr)

Foraata and rivers



Bealth

’n 8. ‘.
.. ) ©. - 1940

1
Tos + 411 Phetographers r

. Frem: 1. B. 3.

Sanitary facilities
Biokness - .
Medieal attention {er abeenoce of)
Reoreation
- That do the migrante do for amusement?
What do the youngatere do?
o .
"Belp Vanted™ eigne et r—
Farmer "bhunting™ help in the towne
Vabhing oclothese '
Eating
Cooking

Do the youngetere work in the fielde?
Get agee of thoee you teke if poseibdle

"Air viewe" of ocespe (from ae high a epot as poseidle)
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Florida as well as thd canning and pasking of the produce are
asocconpaniod by a influx of spricultural migratory labor,
There are two main . for thiss

\xho prowing seascn is somparatively short and intense requiring

large foroe of workers for a ahnr$ period, A gread expansion im

lator rools lasts from a fow weol:s im the celery, lettuoe,
boon end tomato flelds to six or sevéh months in the oitrus groves.
The tize for plokinmyg, pasking and cmsming oranges and grapefwuls
ocnea at the peek of the winter vegotables gossone

3
E
i

iy
i
il
i
i
;
I
|

mﬁmlnnﬂﬂn'nhorwl'o'. the worker can=
even Af hw should so desire, This situation
fruld tramps® = mon, womon and whole familise
-nd:hu!by uwmmw
standard ving throughoud yoar, 4 typisal
night follow this route *

Belle Olnde, Fla. = Doo, - -
Deerfield, Jioowetcad, Fla, = Jan., Feb,e
Plgnt City, Yla, = Feb,

. Btarke, Fla, =

PELY
ile
T
seic
af

14
:
]
2

-
i

From this point, he sdght prooocod back to Florida obtaining work in
lisw York apple orchards im Hw fell., Others cover a wider teritary
and after leaving Florida socetinos got as far as the Yokirm walley
of vashingtom, , Thare are wecks of travol and poriods of idlenoss

" betweon {(rowing cecasons wiich the nigrant rmast withstond., Loss of
- a orop through drought, flood or frost is more thon they con provide
fore A large poroautaye of their earnings go for tranaportationm
betueen jobs, Bingle men and womem travel by automobile in croupe
and live in boarding houses, Fanilios live and travel in hooecade
trallers or truocks with convertod bodiocs, Lost of thom oxprese a
dosire to settls down lut im the mrwor mnly a minority are able to
rotura to furaing, umially on a tooan® or shareorop Losis. Thore

" are & munber of mmall darm owmers, from the middlewest, who aome
to Florida for a vecatiom and obtaim a job as supervigor or foreman
40 help psy theiy expemses, They live in thw more exponsive tourish
and trallor eargse and tend ¢ inoreass campetitiom for the bebter
paid peesitioms. .

ROY STRYNER COLLECTION
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Cn the wholo, oonditions among the oltrus workers aro bottor then
among the vo;otable weskars, The Florida oitrus grovos are in the
ooutynl portion of the state charactorizod by a slight ridge or -
harrook and rumorous lalros, Tho pooplo im this section aro better
oduontod ond onjoy & hicher standerd of living than thoge in the
drainod swarp lands whore vopetollos are groxm, The proportionm of
migrants in tho oitrus grovos and packing plants is logs than in the
vo;otable arca. At least GO of the workers in tho VWinterhaven
diotrict wore permanont recidents. Also, the othor half of the
workors wore fairly oertain of gotting their seasomal job sgain,

Tho vege rato of 20 f en hour is tho same for both oitrus and vege-
table wortoro. Howovor, the viocily wage for the oityus wrirtor e
higor Loocauge of m Dore regular wd fullor vork-wooks The svorage
wa;e is about J10,00 a vool:s Living oxponsos for a smll family
emount to (0,00 a wook == that is, Lare subsistomoo, Unloss there
is & frost, the eitrus workor is mire of six months work which givea
him an anmial wege of about §400.00, .

Yorking oonditions in the oitrus inductry aro felirly pood ond
Criovancos are minor, Attorptsrto or,enice a labor unlom, howover,
aro not with apatly by the worl:ors and strong opposition from the
oD + The fow non vho have attoopted such orpnnization cre:
eoffoatively kopt from obtaining work amywhore, BE-ploycr's nasocie=
tions work ocoporatively to avoid out-throat corpotition, to koop
the cost of produgtion dovm and to raintain a {air prico for their
produots Tago ratos are fixod and standapd and the oomstant avall-
able supply of choap labor from noarby statos tond to kosp tham that

YiYe '

In the vejotable aroa, wori: is vory irrogulayr and depcndont to a
largoe exiont on weather oonditionss The crop of boans, colory,
lottuoo or tomatcos hns to Lo pickod at axnstly the right tics,

This type of work is ucunlly dono by nogroes who orowl on thoiy handg
and noos in tho black soil vhich 1s imown as "muok",  lany of thom,
as & rosuly, got an ocoupationhl rosh or "muock itch", The .plolors
rocoivo 164 a harpor of beans, Although tro or three harpors oan be
f£illed in an hour, tholr carnings nre not hizh bocauas xo many plok=
ors oro usod that the Job is finighod in & hurry, Thore is a large
proportion of mizrants mmon; the negroos, The micrant workers
ugually cove in with fanilies vho are poranent rvaidonts of the
negro quartor, 7This sootion of town is alimys full of shiny now
antorobilos o oinst a baok;rourd of danco hallg, bars and un=
paintod shackse ]

ILxcapt for A fow necroos vho do the hravy 1ifting and roving, thoe
oarming and packing plants omploy vhite vorlors. lours of work ere
depandont upon tho acount of produce broucht in from the fiolds, .

Cn some days thore might be only one hourts work and on octhere fifteen.
This uncortainty sxtonds mlso to the loogth of the "scnson™, Thon
pariods of idlonoss booome too frequoamt, misration begina. In all

of the plants a belt system maintaina a rapid working pace, Somo=
tires the workors have to stand in wntor, Child labor is eeployod,
even om niphd shifts, Under the best conditions, the weekly waze

is sbout $10,00. It often falls as low as $2.00,
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living oonditions im tourist end tyailor canps are charasctorizoed by
overcromiing and unganitary oonditicus, larpe fomiliqs live in cme
room oabins or goall teatss Thore is neithor privacy nor ros;
for proporty. Fights are sommu, sometizcs qu:mid by stabd. ®
Vell-defined family distinotions vhioh sxist in the doy tiue grow .
rnthw at night. Often a man and woman will live topetiwr

"good friends” and when the socasom is ovor, leave fdr 4difforend
'l.ooauti.u. There is probably a high peroentsge of vonereal infso=
tione Conditions are such that scxw program of education and res
habilitation ds obviously nedossary, Co
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