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Related Documents 
 
President Roosevelt’s 1933 Inaugural Address 
 
In August 1928, shortly before his election to the presidency, Herbert Hoover had proclaimed, 
“We in America today are nearer to the final triumph over poverty than ever before in the history 
of any land.” Yet by the end of his term nothing could have been farther from the truth. The 
Great Depression had reached a pinnacle by the spring of 1933. The banking system was near 
collapse, a quarter of the labor force was unemployed, and prices and production were down by a 
third from their 1929 levels.  
 
The nation was looking for new leadership, and it found it in Franklin D. Roosevelt, the two-
term Governor of New York. As a candidate for the presidency, Roosevelt had promised, ‘a New 
Deal for the American people.’ Upon taking office, he began immediately to make good on his 
pledge. Roosevelt seemed fully aware of the challenges he and the nation faced and he spoke 
with confidence and determination.   His inaugural address, delivered on the steps of the United 
States Capitol building on March 4, 1933 gave the weary nation a much needed glimmer of hope.   
 
 
Stryker’s Shooting Scripts 
 
For those born after the 1930s, the Great Depression is something that can be visualized only 
through photography and film.  Certain images have come to define our view of that uncertain 
time: an anxious migrant mother with her three small children; a farmer and his sons struggling 
through a dust storm; a family of sharecroppers gathered outside their spartan home.  
Reproduced repeatedly in books and films, these photographs are icons of an era.  
 
Remarkably, many of these familiar images were created by one small government agency 
established by Franklin Roosevelt: the Farm Security Administration (FSA). Between 1935 and 
1943, FSA photographers produced nearly eighty thousand pictures of life in Depression-era 
America.  This remains the largest documentary photography project of a people ever 
undertaken.   Though the images were collected through the lenses of more than a dozen 
photographers, they were directed by the vision of one man, Roy Stryker. 
 
Stryker had a keen sense of the types of subjects he wanted captured on film and encouraged his 
photographers to read about the regions and people they were photographing. He often gave 
them “shooting scripts” describing assignment themes. 
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