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John Gilbert Winant was born in New York Ci ty on February 23, 1889. 
He attended St. Paul's Schoo l in Concord, Nel'l Hampshi re and entered 
Princeton University as a member of the Class of 1913. 

After withdrawing from Princeton in l ate 1912, Winant returned to 
S~ Paul!s School as a history teacher. He became active in local 
politics and was e l ected to the New Hampshire House of Representa
tives in 1917. When the United States entered Wor l d War I , Winant 
en li sted in the Amer i can Expeditionary Force s and vias assigned to the 
1st Aero Squadron. By the time he left the service in 1919, he had 
r i sen to the r ank of Captain of the 8th Aero Squadron. After the war 
he r eturned to St . Paul's school as a teacher and Second Vice-Rector. 
He reentered New Hampshire po l iti cs in 1920 and was elected to a term 
in the State Senate. Later he served a second term in the House and 
three terms as Governor of the state, 1925-26 , 193 1-1 932, and 1933-34. 

Throughout his career, Winant was interested in socia l .and labor l eg 
;slation. During his Governorship, the State Legislature passed a 
Mini mum Wage bill, a State Rei ief bill, and Aid to Dependent Chi l dren 
bi ll and estab li shed a State Pl an ning Board. Winant a l so unsuccess
f ull y supported the passage of a 48-Hour bi II . In 193 1 , he proposed 
the "New Hampshi reo Plan" vlhich urged a nationl·lide four-day ",ork week 
as a means of so l v in g the nation's econom i c ills. At thi s t ime, 
Winant was a l so active in the Nat iona l Recreation Association, the 
National Consumers ' League, the American Associat ion for Labo r Leg 
i slat ion and the Young Men's Christian Assoc i at ion . 

Although a Repub l ican, Winant became a supporter of Frankl in D. 
Roosevelt and his NeVI Deal po l i c ies. In 1934 Roosevelt appointed 
hi m to an Advisory Council t o the Comm i ttee on Economic Security wh i ch 
assisted the Labor Department in d rafting nationa l social security 
l egis l ation . 

Successful intervention in the 1933 st ri ke of text il e workers in Man
chester, New Hampshire ·made Winant an appropriate choice to head a 
Spec i a l Board of Inquiry in to the United Textile Workers ' Strike of 
1934. His work on this comm i ttee gave rise to a movement to have him 
nominated as the 1936 GOP Presidentia l candidate. Winant refu sed to 
run for the PreSidency or for a fourth term as Governor. Instead, he 
accepted the post of Assistant Director of the Internat ional Labor 
Office i n Geneva in Apr i I 1935 but stayed in Geneva only a fevi months 
before r eturn in g to Washington t o become the f i rst chairman of the 
Socia l Secur i ty Board. Continuing hi s contacts with the International 
Labor Organ i zat ion, he served as chairman of the American Delegation 
to the 1936 Labor Conference in Geneva. AFter Landon attacked the 
Social Security Act during the 1936 President i a l campa i gn , Winant re
s igned as Chairman of the Soc i a l Secur i ty Board to freely defend the 
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Act and President Rooseve lt; he later returned to the Chairmanship. 
Resigning from the Board a second time in early 1937 , he r et urned 
t o Geneva as Ass i stant Dir ecto r of .the I.L . O. He was made Director 
of the organizat ion i n February 1939. With the coming of the second 
\,or ld \,ar , Winant assured the cont inuance of the I.L .O . byengineer
ing the transfer of the Office to Montreal . 

President Roosevelt appointed Winant to rep l ace Joseph P. Kennedy as 
Ambassado r to Great Br ita in in 194 1. Winant advocated g reater a id 
t o Great Britain and Russia before the Un i ted States official l y en
tered the war . He was ext remely popu l ar wi th the Br i t i sh people 
hOlvever his author i ty as Ambassador was often overshadowed by th e d i s
patch of spec ial miss ions to London a nd the personal rel at ionsh ip 
wh ich deve loped between President Rooseve lt and Pr ime Minister Chur
chi ll. Winant was also interested in post - war planning, particularly 
as it affected Russ i a and in November 1943 was named as United States 
representat i ve on the European Adv isory Comm i ss ion which cons i dered 
post-war treatment of Germany . 

Early in 1946 , Pres ident Truman appo inted Winant to be the United 
St a tes r ep resentative to the Unit ed Nations Econom i c and Soc ial 
Counc il which dealt with refugees, displaced persons and o t her post
war prob l ems . Resignin g as Ambassador, Winant returned to the United 
States in May 1946. He cont inued to serve on the Economic and Soc ial 
Counci I unti 1 J anuary 191.7. 

Then off i c ially retired , Win ant accepted the chairmanship of Nationa l 
Brotherhood 'deek in Fe bru ary 1947 , mak in g an exhau s tin g cross-country 
speech-making tour. At that time he was a l so work i ng on a ser i es of 
books describ i ng his Ambassador ia l exper i ences. The first volum~ en
titl ed Letter From Grosvenor Square, was comp l eted and he had begun 
",ork on the second ",hen he d ied on November 3, 1947 . 

The Winant Papers in c lude correspondence, memo randa , repor ts, finan
cial papers, ca mpa i gn records and 1 iterature , appo intment books, 
drafts of speeches and other "Iritings , ne"lspaper cl ipp in gs and other 
printed and process ed mate rial. Early papers re l ating to Vlinant' s 
gove rn me nt serv i ce in Ne", Hampshire are of an official natur e and 
deal with matters such as old-age in surance , unemp loyment re i ief, 
and conservat ion of na tura l ,- esources; papers from later years, in
clud i ng the Ambassador ial pe ri od, are mainly persona l files dea l in g 
with soc i al in v i tat i ons, speak in g engagements and r~quests for r ecom
menda ti ons , jobs, or ass i stance. Personal papers dea l i ng with fa mily 
affa i rs and fin anc i a l matte r s are fi l ed at t he end of each se ries. 

The pape r s are divided into e ight se ri es as follows: 
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CONTA INERS 

1-22 

23-72 

73-.152 

153 -1 68 

SER IES 

Early Pape rs, 1916- 1930 : 
11ate rial concer nin g St. Pa ul' s Sc hoo l , 
\Jinant 's ~forld ~far I expe ri ences, t erms 
in the New Hamp shir e House of Represen
ta ti ves , 1917 and 1923, t e rm in the Nevi 
Hampsh i re Stat e Senate, 192 1 and f i rst 
te rm as Governo r , 1925- 1926 . Arranged 
chrono l og i ca ll y and thereunder a l pha
be tica ll y . Al so fam il y , pe r sona l and 
bu s iness correspondence. 

Governorsh ip : Second Term, 193 1-1 932 : 
In coming an d outgoing cor r espondence, 
memoranda and repo r ts ar ranged a lp habet i 
ca l l y by s ubj ect or surname of co rr es 
pond ent. In c 1 udes correspondence l1i th 
var ious State agenc i es and departments , 
par ti cu l ar l y rega r ·.' in g r e I ief projects 
and assistance; fami ly, pe rson a l ~nd 
business co r respondence . 

Gover norsh i p : Third Term , 1933 -1 934 : 
Incom in g and outgo in g correspondence , 
memo randa and reports a rran ged a l phabet i
ca ll y by subject o r surname of co r respond
ent. Inc l udes corre spondence l1 i th State 
officia l s regarding 1 iq uor contro l and 
mini mum l1age l eg i s l at ion as we ll as mate-
r i a 1 conce rn i ng the Un i ted Text i 1 e Wo rkers ' 
St ri ke of 1934 . Al so fam i ly, pe rsona l and 
busi ness cor respondence . 

Papers, 1935-Februa ry 194 1: 
In com i ng and outgoing correspondence, 
memoranda and reports a rranged a l phabe ti 
ca lly by subject o r surname of co rrespond
ent. Includes mate ri al concerning the 
Soc ia l Secur i ty Boa r d , th e Nationa l Con
sume r s ' League and other orga ni zat ions 
t hat Hinant l'las assoc i a ted wi th as Vie 1 1 
as fam i l y, bus in ess and pe r sona l co rres
ponden ce . Sim il a r mate ri a l i s found i n 
the Int e rn a ti onal Labo r Organizat ion fi l es 
(see be 1 0",) . 
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CONTA INERS 

169 - 179 

180- 240 

241- 252 

253-278 

SER I ES 

Internationa l Labor Or gan i zat ion, 1935 -1 9111: 
Incom ing and outgoing correspondence, 
memoranda and reports, arranged a l phabet i 
ca l ly by subject or surname of cor respond
ent . Al so appointment and address books . 
The mater i a l i s arranged i n three sub
ser ies : Washington Off ice, 1935-1936; 
Geneva Off ice, 1935, 1937- 1939; and Wash
i ngton Off ice, 1940 - 194 1. Simi l ar mate ri a l 
i s found in the ser i es Papers, 1935-Feb r uary 
194 1 (see above) . 

Ambassador t o Great Br itain, 194 1- 1946: 
In com ing and outgo i ng correspondence 
a r ranged a l phabet i ca ll y by subject or su r 
name of co r respondent. Inc l udes co rres
pondence wi th var ious Un i ted States and 
Briti sh off i c i a l s as "Ie ll as pr i vate c i ti
zens a nd Un i ted States se r v i cemen; i nforma
t ion on John G. Winant, Jr. whi l e a pr isoner 
of wa r i n Germany ; other family, business 
and persona l correspond·ence; a chrono log i 
cal f il e of outgoing cor respondence and 
f il es of press cl i ppings . 

Pos t -Ambassador i a l Pe ri od, 1946- 1947 : 
Incom i ng and outgo i ng correspondence, · 

memo r anda and reports ar ranged alphabe t i 
ca l ly by subject or surname of correspond
e nt with mater i a l concerning the Econom l c 
and Soc ia l Counc il and Ame ri can Brothe r 
hood \,eek; a chronolog i ca l f i Ie of outgoing. 
co rrespondence; appo in tment d iar ies and 
press c l i pp i ngs. 

Speeches and Wr i t i ngs , 1923- 1947 and Pr i nted 
Matter , 1916- 19117 : , 
Notes, draf t s a nd manuscr ipts of Wi nant's 
book, Let t e r From Grosveno r Squar~, drafts 
of Winant ' s speeches a nd art i c l es arran ged 
chrono l og i ca ll y , speech mater ials, a sma l l 
amount of co r respondence regarding speeches 
and art ic l es, speeches by other i nd i v i dua l s, 
mi sce ll aneous pr inted matter and newspaper 
c l i ppings. 
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