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CLAUDE R. WICKARD, 1893-1967 

Biographical Sketch 

Claude R. Wickard was born on February 23, 1893 on the family farm 
in Carro ll County, Indiana . In 1915 he began hi s long career as 
an agricult uri s t upon graduation from Purdue with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Animal Husbandry. With the comp l et ion of these 
studies, Wickard took over the management of the family farm. He 
distinguished himself by initiating improved farming methods and 
feeding policies thus winning numerous medals and awards which led 
to his selection as a 11 Master farmer of lndiana 11 in 1927. 

Before his appointment to the A~ricultural Adjustment Administra­
tion in 1933, Wickard was active in a number of farm organizations 
and served one term (1932-1933) in the Indiana legislature as State 
Senator from the largely agricultural counties of Carrol, White and 
Clinton. 

In Washington, Wickard began wo rk as an assistant chief of the AAA 
corn-hog section and in 1935 he was made chief. When the AAA in­
augurated its agricultural conservation program in 1936, Wickard 
was named assistant directo r of the North Central Division and in 
a short time was made director. 

Wickard 1 s advancement through the Department of Agriculture coin­
cided with the return of better ti mes to the nation 1 s farmers. In 
February 1940, he was appointed Under-Secretary of Agr i cu lture. 
Six months later, President Fran k l in D. Roosevelt named Claude 
Wicka rd to the cabinet as Secretary of Agriculture. 

As a wartime Secretary, Wickard developed and administered progr ams 
which enab led the American farmer to produce enough food to feed 
the country, its armed forces and most of it s a l 1 ies. By 1945 
America 1 s level of food production was hi gh enough to make the dif­
ference between 1 ife and death for many peop le in the war-torn 
countries of Europe. 

After se rving as Secretary of Agriculture for th r ee months in the 
cab i net of Pres ident Truman, Wickard resigned in July 1945 to be­
come adm ini strato r of the Rural Electrification Adm ini stration . 
During his tenure, REA made great str ides in the producti on of 
e lec tric ity which substant i a ll y lightened the work load of the 
farmer and brought modern 1 iving to rural America. Claude Wickard 
resi gned from the REA in March 1953 and soon after returned to 
active farming on 11 Fa iracre Farms 11 nea r Camden, In diana. 



He continued to serve as Chairman of the Adv i so ry Committee on Agri­
cu l ture for the Democratic National Committee, as a trustee of Pu r ­
due Un i vers i ty and one of the directors of Mer id i a n Mutual Insu rance 
Company. 

Wi cka rd was awarded an honorary degree of Docto r of Agr iculture by 
Purdue in 1941 and rece ived several othe r honorary degrees from 
various inst i tution s of highe r l earn ing . 

In 1956, he ran f or United States Senator from Indiana on the Demo­
crat ic ticket but was unab l e to defeat the i ncumbent Homer E. 
Capehart . 

Mr . Wickard was ki l led 1n a n ~utomob ile acc ident in 1967 . 
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DESCRIPTION OF SER IES 

SERIES 

Fami l y , Business and Pe r sonal Fil es. c . 1903- 1966 
4 Containers 

Thi s ser i es con ta ins Wickard's misce llaneous school notes 
and memo rabilia (1903-1915), correspondence concern ing 
family financial matters (193 1-1 945 ) , membersh ips, awards, 
souven irs (1919-1966), correspondence, depositions and 
notes relating to a l aw s uit ove r publication of t he book, 
Rooseve lt' s Farmer (1956-1961) a nd page proofs for t his 
book. The arra ngement of this material is ba s i cal l y 
chronological . 

Indiana State Senator Fil e. 1932-1 933 
l Conta i ner 

Thi s general correspondence i s ch ief l y f rom Wi ckard ' s con ­
st:tuents of Carroll, Cli nton and Whi te coun t i es in Indi­
ana which he rep resented . Arranged al phabe t ical l y by sur­
name. 

General and Per sonal Correspondence. 1933-1 967 
7 Containers 

The outgoing an d incom ing. cor respondence in thi s fil e 
represents the commun i cat ions acc umu l ated by Wicka rd dur ­
i ng his pub l ic career. The bulk of the mai l fa l ls within 
the period 1933 -1 953 . A large number of letters from 
Wi cka rd to hi s wife , Lou i se e x ist fo r the yea r s 1933- 1934; 
and 1940-1942. Ar ranged a l phabetica l ly by subj ect or su r­
name of indi v i dua l. 

De partmen t of Agr i culture Fi les . 1933-1 945 
5 Conta iners 

Thi s ser ies conta in s corres pondence , memo ran da, reports , 
minutes of meetings, work i ng papers and notes , li sts and 
c li pp i ngs re la ted t o Wicka rd ' s career in the Department 
of Agr i cu l tu re. The f il es are arranged in alphabet i cal 
order by subject. 

Rura l El ectrificat ion Admin ist ration . 1945-1 953 
2 Containe r s 

These office files are rather f ragmented but conta in cor­
respondence, a few subj ect files re l at ing to Wicka rd 's 
wo rk as REA adm i nistra-tor, 1945- 1953 and trave l vouche r s . 
Arranged a l phabet ical l y. 
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34 - 44 
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SERI ES 

Personal Diaries and Appo in tments Books. 1940 -1 953. 
5 Conta iner s 

The diar ies (14 volumes) conta in an a l most dai l y . accoun t 
of Wickard's act i vities as Secretary of Agricultu re 
(1940-1945), Adm inistrator of REA (1945-1 953) and h i s 
thoughts and reflec t ion s on these activities. Al so re­
corded he re i n a re notes Wi cka rd made on cab i net meet ing s , 
family ma tters and current events. 
The sixteen appo i ntments books constitute a record of 
Wickard's vi si tors and engagements kept by Cather i ne 
Loose, his secretary. Al so in c l uded i s a two-volume 
l og of a ll Wickard's appointments ar r anged a l phabeti­
cally and chrono l~gically fo r the yea r s 1940- 1945 . 

Subject Fi les. 1955 -1 966 
9 Conta iners 

The materi al in t hi s ser ie s contains correspondence , 
drafts, memo r anda, reports, speeches, and l egi slati ve 
materi a l s accumul ated by Wickard afte r he l eft pub li c 
office. It i s arranged a l phabet ica ll y and thereunder 
in ch rono l og i ca l order. 

Senatori a l Campa ign. 1956 
ll Containers 

Much of the material in th is se ri es can be desc ri bed 
as background mate rial and was used by Wicka rd during 
hi s unsuccessfu l campa ign in 1956 to unseat the i ncum­
bent United States Senator from Indiana, Homer E. Cape­
hart. The mate rial i ncludes correspondence, memo randa , 
speeches, speech material, press rel eases, financia l 
accounts, business ch i ts, printed and processed mater ia l 
and c li ppings. Arranged as a subject file wi th a gen ­
era l correspondence subse ri es i nte r f i l ed . 

Speech and Art ic l e File. 1934-1966 
9 Containers 

Wi t h few except ions, t h is file contains al l the known 
speeches of tlaude Wickard f rom 1934 to 1965. Al so in­
c l udes forma l statements made by Wickard 1940- 1966; hi s 
t est imony before Congressiona l committees, 1940- 1952; 
press conferences he gave , 1940-1943 as we l l as a sma ll 
numbe r of speeche s g i ven by othe r s, i. e., Mr s . Wickard 
and membe r s of the USDA staff . 
Mate r ial in the writing s fi l e inc l udes art i c l es written 
by and about Wickard, 1942 -1 953; a book r eview done by 
\</ ickard, 1963; and two articles 1r1r i tten by Dean Al bert­
son 1950, 1953. Arranged chrono l ogica ll y . 



CONTAINER 

59 - 69 

70 - 77 

- 3 -

SER I ES 

Columbia University Ora l History Project . 1952-1953 
5 Conta i ners 

Thi s se ri es i s made up of the transcr i pt s of 93 inter­
views conducted by Dean Al bertson of the Columb i a Un i ver­
sity Oral Hi s tory Program between November, 1952 and 
November, 1953. t1ateria l from these intervie•,vs formed 
the basis of Al bertson 1 s biography of Wickard, Rooseve l t 1 S 

Farme r. The i nterviews dea l with Wickard 1 s fami ly back­
ground, his ear l y years , and educat ion, his career i n 
the Department of Agricu l ture i ncluding hi s position as 
Sec reta ry and the n in e years spent as adm i n i st rato r of 
REA . 
These transcr i pts are open to research but permis s ion 
of the Wi ckard fam il y i s necessary to cite or quote for 
pub li cat ion. 

Pr i nted Materia l s . 1933- 1966 
11 Conta i ners 

Contains brochures , magaz ines , pamph lets, mus ic s heets, 
reports , reprints and oth e r processed and pub li shed 
mate r ials re l at i ng to: Agriculture, Congres sional Hear­
Ln gs , the Democrat i c Party and Po li tics, Ind i ana , Pur­
due a nd REA. Arranged topical l y. 

C 1 i pp i ngs and Sc rapbooks . 1926-1965 
8 Containers 

tle\vspaper and magazine' cl i pp ings highlight i ng Wicka rd 1 s 
caree r in the Depa rtment of Agriculture, the Rural 
El ectr i fication Adm i nistrat ion and hi s senatoria l cam­
pa i gn of 1956 1n Ind i ana a re conta i ned i n th i s ser ies . 
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