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Franklin D. Roosevelt: Family Business and Pel'sonal Papers 

This collection con Lair,s those papers of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt which describe his family, business, philanthropic, 
inl,ellectual and other persol,al inLerests during his lifeLime. 
TIley are distinc"\, from l)i S offjcial and poll tical papers and Here 
so maintained by the President. As Roosevelt held no p •• blic 
orfice' prior to 1910 nor duri.ng the peri.od 1920-28, a majority of 
the papers il"\ Lllis group are fOllnd to belong to these years. 
Among Lhf"se materials are papel'S l'elat:ing Lo his school years, 
Jaw pI'actice, cl"ic actjvities, business interests, faRtily and 
hOlne activlLies, llLstor'ical arlt] genealogical pursuits, cditin~ 

and \~I·jljng arId financial matters. In forrn, they contain 
correspondence, school records, law briefs, publications of 
or-gal1.izations, genealogicA.l charts, £-:hipS' logs, manuscripLs of 
~"I·i.LjllgS, gaJley proofs of pll.blications, scrapbooks of lle~.;spaper 

cl j.}Jpj llgS and bank si,alelllents and checks. 

A. Gpnel"Hl COI"rPspolld"nce Fj,lc:, 1904-1.928. A fj Ie, arranged 
a 1 phabe t:. i. eEl 11 y, 0 r persons \v i th \.;>hom Roosevel L corresponded, 
genet'aJ.ly 011 per-sontll, business or intellect,ual matters, during 
Lhe YAars 1904-28. Althol,gl, occasional poli.tical items are found 
in this 1'1.:J e) most .. such :i terns are i.n other groups of papers. 
Correspolldents illclude: Van Lear nJ a(;k, IsH. iah BO\vIllan, HilI iam 
Jennings Rr:y;:trI, Richard E. Byrd, Ht'~nah F. CamaJier, Jame!::~ M. Cox, 
.ToSE-'phlis Daniels, Livings"Lon Dav.is, Norman H. Davis, A.bram T. 
ElkllS j .Juli.an Goldman, Louis NcHenry HO\oJe, ArthtlI' P. Homer, 
r1arguer:iLe A. Lelland, W'jlliarn Gibbs McAdoo, Langdon P. Harvin, 
John A. 1·IcTlhellny, Hit,.vi,,, H. ~!c:rntyre, D. Basil O'Connor, William 
Gorha," Rice, G. HHll Roase,'ell, and AIrl'ed E. Smith. Boxes 1-6. 

fl. Sub'jec:L Fi,le. 1'his series contains boxes and fol,lers ()f 

corresponden(~e, ar'ranged alphabet'icaJ]y, on Inany busirless J ci.vic, 
family, and ell] Lural jnLeresLs of Roos(:-'ve] t. It also incllides 
genealogic-al nlll'LeriaJs, Mr. Roosevelt's school records and 
printed pr:o,:sram::.;, menus, and other souvenirs of events in Hr. 
Roose\'elt's life. 

H i.s btlSiness paper's cont.ain correspondence (;tnd repol'is ort 
f:-!nterllrises in h'hich he had an invesLment or in which he served 
as an officer'. tlere al'e founel papers papers pertaining to the 
1m, firm of CarLef', Ledyard and Hilb"rn, 1906-10; American 
TnvesLigal~ion CCll'pot'aLioll, 1921-25; Fidelity and ])eposit COlopany 
of Naryland, of "'hich he ~oJas a V,ice Pr'esident~ 1920-28. 
PhoLomaLiotl) Tnc., 1927-28; SaniLa:r"y Postage Service 
COrpOEl['t~jon) 192G-23; United European Investors, Limited, 1922-
26, of which he was Pres,ident; Assoc;jated Bankers Corporation, 
1919-23; C;ompo Bond Cor"p()ratioll, 1921-29, of which he '~aH a 
Director'; Pedpral Tnternat.ionaJ Investment Trust, 1928; Gent:-ral 
Trust (~o., 1928, F.D.R. a director; and Nontacal (Ii] Co., :1920-
28. 



Examples of Roosevelt's many plliLantllropic and civic 
interests, especially for the years 1920-28, include the American 
Construc lei on Counci l, 1922~28; Boy Scout Foundation of Greater 
Neh' York, 1922-28; Cathedra] of St. John t-~he Divine fund-raising 
campa:ign,1.922-28; Taconic SLate Park Commission, 1925-23; 
VI'SSH~ College Boar •• of Trustees, 1922-28; Woodrow Wilson 
Foundatjon, 1921-28; Legion Endo\vment Fund, 1925-26; Fifth 
Avenue Hospital, 1921-28; The Nayy Club of Ne" York, 1920-27; 
Npar East Relief, 1921-28; Walter Hines Page Memorial, 
1923-27; alld Seaman's Church Institute of New York, 1909-23. 

The family and personal files include materials on forestry 
and farJIling on the H.oosevelt estate, 1911-33, including 
correspondence' VIii Lb Syracuse University College of For'estry on 
demonstration planting; ILoosevell a local hisLorian, 1912-27; 
cor['espolldence )'elated to the Ha~vard Class of 1904 and Har,yard 
UnjversiLy, ]908-2$1; Irjps on the houseboat.s 1!Heona" and 
"Larooco",1922-27; coerespondence relatjng to Campobello 
(surn.,er house of Lhe Rooseyells), 1911-28; and inyitat10r,8 
received by RoosevelL, 1921-28. Cultural AcLivities of the 
Pr'esident are exemplified by his collecting activities in the 
fields of naval history, Hudson Valley and Du-tchess County 
history; his cor-respondence \~ilh dealer-s, collectors and 
historians, 1903-3:l; and his Lnterest in the Holland Society of 
Ne\,' York an(1 tIle Dutchess County Historical Society Hith respect 
to t1lfe LI' pll111;, to publ ish historical documents. 

RoosevelL's jnLerest jn the histories of the Roosevelt, 
Delano and rplated families is illustrated by his fairly 
exLensive colJecLj.on of .~n~alogical rnaLeria]s. Present. is 
correspondence, gf"nE-..~alogi(;a] cbarts, V011.1I11eS of genealogical 
nJAI.el"jals, news c] ippjngs, news clippings, notes and other" 
rn;{tprjals, some COlT1p:i leu by Roosevelt, some given to him by 
memb(>I"s of ids family, and much donated by admirers claiming 
COllllllon arlcesLI·~'. Alilong the items js a genalogical vo]urne kepI: by 
Roosevel.L himself; it 'L.ypesc-ripL vol.l1l11e entitled "Ghillebert de 
Lannoy in Hedi(-,>\,al LiLhuallia ... " hy Petras Kl Lmas (Ne'H York, 
1944); a VOlllm(~ of Roosevelt genealogy given to him by his 
ullc.le, Fl"c-"deJ'_ick A. DelcHlo; a Lype'script volume, "Roosevelt 
Bac:kgrollnd" by N. Fortescue Pickard; and several large 
gF'llealogicaJ. char-Ls. 

R()os(~v(!lL's school records are small. in bu]k. For" the! 
period 189-96, ,,'!Jen he ''''s Lutored prj vately at Hyde Park, I here 
are I'loLebooks of scho.::l exercises, some original dr-a,,,ings, and a 
r'eeord book of grades. For h] s years at Groton School, 1896-
1900, L}ler"e ar-e school exel'cises, compositions and exanlination 
fJaper·s. Rprna.inilltl f,'orn his clays at Harvard University, 1900-04, 
ar.'0 an appoi,nLmellL book, compositions on naval and Roosevelt. 
CanLi ly hjsLoJ"Y, and progr'ums, Ljckets and other sOllvenirs of 
college life. Tn addiL.iol'l Lher"p are a fc\v noles from lah7 school 
courses taken aL ColumbIa UniversiLy Law School, 1904-07. 



Tills series al~o contains a collection of printed pI'ograms, 
menus, ~nd o~her so~venirs of ~ven~s in RoosevelL's life, 1904-
-lo, alld two scrapbooks of r\ewspaper a["ticles and photographs 
dealing witll Roosevelt's career in business and philanthropic 
acL:ivities :in the 1920's and ,.;jth his mother?s activities. Boxes 
G-38. 

C. Speeches A.ncl' \I/1'i ting'§. This section inc] udes speeches, 
public staLemelits and publlc wr'i tillgs for the entire period of 
Roosevelt's Ilfe but excludes those itelns of political nature or 
those made in the capacity of a public official. Speeches made 
by Roosevplt. as aprivaLe citi.zen jnclude a speech before the 
Berkshire Bnrlker's Association, JUlie 20, 1921, and a speecll at 
Lhe dinner of the Kosciusko Foundation, Hay 17, 1928. Examples 
of statements of lioosevelt are: a press release on United 
EUI'opean lllvestors, ]922; press releases for the American 
Construction Council, Hay 21, 1923, and July 1, 1923; alld a 
press release of December 18, 1923 referring to th" Cathedral of 
St. Johrl the Djvirle in New Yoy·k. RoosevE~l·t's work as a priva~e 
author' and ed i tor ar,' exempli fl"d by the follOlving: all artlcle 
published in As.Lii magazine, July 1923, on the subject of Japan; 
an arti.cle fOI' Lhe SL. James Bard (Hyde Par-k, Nel1 York), November 
1924, on IljsLo1',lcal publIcatIons; ctn arti.cle for the 
POlIghkee]>sie (N.Y.) Sunday Courier, written February 28, 1925, on 
Lhe Hid-Hudson Beidge; a letter to the N<:!" York Herald- Trlbun~, 

.Ju1y 17,192:3, on Lhe American Leg-jon Endolvment Fund; a review 
of BOh·e1"s Jefferson Elilil . ..JiCJ.JIl1 l.1Qll , November ]9, 1925; a book 
lib.JJ,ber B.9..1'llil (lIoughLo" Nifflin Co., Boston: 1926); editorship 
of kUn.\LL.,,-,s_QJ: J'.h~,-SQ..1'1\<:;lL .. Q_LllJ2P"Q.,Lntfllent of Ne\" York, ill)d 1 :~ 
.LU)3=-Hf~y_3_,._11.L.~ (Little & [ves, NeI-J York: 1925); and 
edit,orship of ng'~Qn;Il> .... .o_Lj-l:teTo"'.!l .. 'l..LJ!:\'.(.te~.PaJj; (A.V. Haight, 
P(}lIghkeepsie, N. Y. : 1928) . Boxes 38-45. 

D. F:.tXlfin.0jal_l'.apE'U:s, L903-43. These files contain "heck 
stubs, cancelled checks, bank statements, receipted bills, 
irlvpstIIlent paper's, incoJne tax retllrns wi1tl supporting payers, and 
othel' financial Illatters relating 1.0 his llorne at Hyde Park, to 
Geor'gia War-In Springs Foundutjon, to Va.l-K:lll Cottage and to other 
invesLmenLs and bus.i ness "\/pntures. Boxes 46-61.. 
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