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INTRODUCTION

The Interdepartmental Committee to Coordinate Health and Welfare Activi~
ties was created in August 1935, following passapge of the Social Security
Act, in order that the full benefit of the varied Federal program under the
Act's provisions mizht reach with minimum delay and maximum effsctiveness
the individval men, women, and children for whose ald and services the
program was brought into existence. The Aot imposed on the Federal agen~
cles heavy responsibilities additional to those already existing in the
healih and welfare field. Becauss of the magnitude of these services and
the wide distribution of adwministrative responsibilities for them among the
Federal agenciss, the need for unity of planmning and program procsdure was
readily apparent.

As ap approach to these problems, the lnterdepartmsntal Commlttee was
established by the President. As members of the committee he designated
the assistant secretaries of the Departments of the Treasury, Interior,
Azriculiure, and Labor, and the chairman of the Social Securiiy Board.
In outlining the duties eof the Committee, the Presideni said in part:

*1 am directing this Committee to include within the scope of its
work not only health aectivities, but closely related welfare activities
as well. As to its iumediate task, I am instructing this Commitiee to
assume respongibility for the appointment of special commitises to be
composed of physicians and other technically trained persons with the
Government service to study and make recommendations concerning specific
agpecte of the Government's health activities.

*] am confident that this procedure will facilitate the conswmmation
of a series of appropriate cooperative agreements between various depart-
ments of the Government. I am also hopeful that in this way we can event-
ually bring about a complete coordination of the Govermment's activities in
the health field."

Later, in Execubtive Order 7481 issued by the President on Qctober 27,
1936, the Committee’s dulies were outlined more definitely in the follow-
ing terms:

*It shall be the duty of this Cemmitiee (1) to continue to sponsor
appropriate ccoperative working agreements amonyz the various agencles of
the Government in the health and welfare field, and io continue the work
under agreements already in effeet; and (2) to study and make recommen-
dations concerning specific aspects of the health and welfare activities



of the Covernment, looking toward a more nearly complete coordination of
the activities of the GCovernment in these fields.

"The Comulttee will continue to functien through the spesial technical
cammittees it has set up from time to time, and will designate additional
committees to deal with new problems.¥

The Interdepartmental Committes's first task was the gsetting up of
technical comittees to work out immediate cooperative agreements bLetwsen
Federal agencies functioning in similar fields in the States. The Inter-
dspartmental Committee itself served as a board of review, and when agree-
ment on technical considerations had been reached by a particulsr technical
comittee a memorandum of azreement was prepared, reviewed, and acted upon
by the Interdepartmental Committes.

£s the work of the Interdepartmental Committee progressed, the investi-
gatisne of its stalf revealed many subjects in which there mas need of a
casyainated approach to the solution of problems in the health and welfare
fzeld. Technical commitiees were created to consider coordination possibili-
ties in the following fields: food and notritieon; public health nursing;
industrial hygiene; crippled children; public health and safety educatiom;
resreational projects; the Indian medical service; workers' education;
medical carsi work with the needy blind; personnel standards in the Social
Security Program in States; probation, parcls, and crime prevention;
transient and migratory problems; lederal-State relations; and medical cere
and public health services in the Resettlement Administration.

Miss Josephine Roche, issistant Secretary of the Treasury, served as
chairman of the Committee from its beginning. Though Miss Roche resigned
from the Trsasury Department in November 1937 %o return to her business in
Denver, she continued, at the request of the Fresident, as chairman of the
Interdepartmental Committee throughout iis existence. The Committee called
the National Health Gonference, which lasted three days, July 18-20, and
eonsidered the recommendations of the Technical Commitise on Fedical Cars.
About iwo hundred delegales, representing farmers, labor, consumers, and
the professions, discussed the Technical Committee's report and gemerally
agreed with its conclusions and recommendations. 4As a result of these
efforis, early in 1939 the Wagner Health Bill was introduced in Congress
and later another bill for hospital construction mas presented for
Congressional action.

With the coming of war in Kurcpe and the establishment of many new
agencies Lo coordinaie all phases of the Nationa) defense program, the
Interdepartmental Committee cessed to funciion.

This inventory describes the records of the Interdepartmental Committee
to Coordinate Health and wWelfars Activities, amounting to 19 cubiec feet.
These records were accessioned by the Natienal Archives from the Children's



Bureau and now constituie a part of Record Group 220, Records of Presidential
Committees, Commissions, and Boards, in the National Archives. Some time
before these records were accessioned by the National irchives the chairman
of the Interdepartmental Committee turned them over to Miss Katherine lLenroot
o7 the Children's Bureau of the Department of Labor, on the grounds that they
would be of mare use to that Bureau than tec any other. When the Children'a
Bureau was transferred to the Pederal Seeurity Agency in 1946 the records
wore offered to the National Archives. The Commlitee records now in the
custody of the ¥atlonal Archives, particularly those of its technical com~
mittees, appear to be fraguents of more extensive flles. These {ragments
have requirved arrangement and the disposal of a quantity of valuveless mate-
rial. '



RECORDS OF THE INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE
HEALTH AND WELFARE ACTIVITIES '

Osneral Records

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE.  1936~-hl. 2 ft. 3

Letters received and copies of letters sent relating to proposals for
a national health program and cooperative medical care plans, activities
of various Govermnment agencies concerned with health and welfare natters,
legislation affecting national and state health programs, arrangements
for meetings of technical committees and selection of technical committaee
members, requests for Committse publications, and requesis for staff
members to Iill speaking engagements. Arranged alphabetically by name of
correspondent in two series: 1) 1936-39 and 2) 1940-4l.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE CHATRMAN.  1935-40. 3 in. 2

Letters received and copies of letters semt by the Chairman, Josephine
Roche, relating to accomplishments of the Committee, arrangements for
committee meetings, invitations to speak at meetings and conferences of
various organizations, and programe of study and plans for selection of
membership of technical committees. Arranged chronologically.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. 1936-39. 6 in. 3

Letters received and copies of letters sent relating to the selection
of assistants to work on research projects; the progress of research work
and subcommittee programs; the gethering of pertinent information from
Government agencies by guestiomnaires, personal contacts, and agency re-
ports; development of separate reports on speeific subjects as called for
by the Committee; preparation of a source book of factual information on
the health and welfare activities of all Federal agencies; compilation in
subject index form of a list of publications on health and related matters;
collection of citations to all Federal legislation that had been enacted on
health and related matters; and distribution of Committee publications.
Arranged chronologically.

CORRESPONDENCE WITH GOVEBNWENT AGENCIES. 1935-38. 8 in. b

Letters received and coples of letters sent concerning the appointment
of agency representatives to the Committee, notices of meetings, interw
agency conflicts in matters of health and welfare, and cocperation betwsen
Federsl agencies in carrying out varlous projects, together with memorsnda
of interviews with agency officials., Arranged alphabetically by name of
afency.



CORRESPONDENCE AND RELATED MATERIALS PERTAINING TC A FEDERAL ROSPITAL
CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM. 1939-40. 2 in.

vt

letiers received and copies of letters sent relating to a proposed
plan for the appropriation of Federal funds to build hospitals and health
centers in rural and other needy areas, suggestions in comnectlon with the
hospital construction program, proposed hospital locations, and offers of
asgistance from private individuals in carrying out a program. Included
are a copy of report of the Commitiee on a progrem for the construction of
Federal hospitals as submitted to the President, a copy of a presidential
message on a proposed program of hospital construction, and drafte of a
pertinent bill to be introduced in Congress. Arranged chronologically
under each of five headings: ¥Correspondence®, "iiscellaneouns Suggestions®,
m0ffers of Services", "Proposad Incations®, and ™Messages.™

CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO A NATIONAL HFALTH PROCRAM. 1937-3%. 13 ft.6

letters received, copies of letters sent, and memoranda relating %o
plans for the formulation of a national health pregram through volmuntary
or compulsory group insurance and Federal grants-ineaid, publicity for
such a program, plans for the presentation of such a program at a National
Health Conference, and the operation and management of variouws grouwp plans
for medical, surgical, and hospital care already in effect at the State and
local level. Arranged by subject and thereunder alphabetically by name of
correspondent.

HISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE. 1935-39. 5 in. 4

Letters received, copies of letiers sent, and memoranda relating to
procedural methods in research, activities of Federal agencies in the
field of wvital statistice, the problem of adequate medical care for the
umderprivileged, the need for a health program supported by the Federal
flovernment, and the eollection of data on health and welfare activities
of various Federal agencies. Arranged alphabetically by subject.

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND BELATED CORRESPONDENCE. 1936-3%. 7 inm. 8

Copies of Committee reporis and drafts of reports ic the President
relating to the work, accomplishments, and recommendations of the Commitiee,
topether with correspondence concerning the scope of the reports and cor-
rections and additions to the report. Arranged numerically by report number.

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS. 1936-39. 4 in. 2

Budget estimates and statements of expenditures, organization charts,
lists of membership on technical committees, and outlines of Committee
organigation and programs of the technical committees, together with some
related correspondence and memoranda. Arranged by subject.



SOURCE MATERTIALS.  1936-38. L ft. ‘ e

Copies of studies and reports pertaining to health and welfare activi-
ties of Federal agencies, and relating to such topics as existing health
coordination plans and research projects, the role of education in a
national health program, the value of low-cosit housing to improved national
health through elimination of slum areas, the need for more mental hygiene
facilities, the usefulness of vital statistics in formulating a health
program, medical services in remote areas, and the development of public
health legislation; processed copies of cooperative agreements in effect
prior 1o the establishment of the Interdepartmental Committee; and Pro-
cessed programs of health conference of warious organization dealing with
varied aspects of a national health program. These materials were gathered
and utilized by the Committee in plamning its work, preparing studies and
reports, and formulating its programs. Arranged alphabetically in two
series; 1) by subjeet and 2) by name of agenay.

PRESS RELEASES. 1936~40. 3 in, n
Typed and mimeographed copies of press releases issued by the
Committee concernming health needs and problems, health and welfars Pro=
posals, and a national health program. Arranged chronologically.
PUBLICATIONS OF THE COMMITTZE. 1936-39. 2 in. 12

Copies of publications of the Commitiee - The Nation's Health and
Proceedings of the National Health Conference.

SPEECHES OF THE CHAIRMAN. 1936-38. 1 ft. 3

Copies of speeches delivered by Josephine Roche at confarences and
meetings of various organizations dealing with social seourliiy public
health, housing, industrial hygiene and related topics. Arranged
chronologically.

DRA.F'!‘.SBOF SPEECHES DELIVERED AT THE NATTONAL HEALTH CONFERRNCE., E
1938. 3 in.

Copies of speeches made at the National Health Conference, July 18-20,
1938, together with letters of tramsmittal and corrections of the copy
for printing. Arranged alphabetically by name of speakers,

OFFICTAL REPORTS OF PROCEEDINGS, WATIONAL WEALTH CONFERENCE. July 18-20, 1938.
L vols. 3 in. 15

Copies of transcripis of proceedings of the National Wealth Conference
held in Washington, to consider a national health program. Arranged
chronologically.



"CHARTING THE COUNTRY'S HEALTH®., 1938. 3 in. 16

Typed copies of drafts of a study based on proceedings at the Natienal
Health Conference, prepared for the Committoe by Paul Kellogg of Survey
Associates, a publishing company in New York City. Arranged numerically
by number of draft.

RESOLUTIONS.  1938-39. L in. 17

Coples of resolutions adopted by various labor, professional, and
socisl service organizations recommending legislation to provide medical
care for the needy, with some related correspondence. Arranged alpha-~
betically by name of organization.

MISCELIANY.  1935-39. 2% f%. 18

Statements and summaries of interviews with Government officials con-
cerning health and welfare activities of various Federal agencies, state~
ments of technical committees concernming coordination activities in the
welfare field, summaries of programs for research work, reports snd news
elippings relating to a proposed technical committee on housing, lists of
subjects related to health and welfare on which publications have been
issued by government agencies, printed and processed pamphlets dealing
with the Wational Health Bill of 1939 and legislative proposals for com—
pulsory health insurance, news clippings, and biographical notes. Arranged
alphabetically by subject.

Records of the Technical Committees

4

RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTER ON CRIPPLED CRILDREN SERVICES. 1
1935-38 2 in.

Correspondence regarding meeting arrangements and agenda, and
cooperative agreements in Federal Government crippled children program
establishing working relationship among the Children's Bureau, the Voca—
tional Rehabilitation Division of the Office of Education, and the Public
Health Service; minutes of meetings; summaries of state laws relating to
public aid to children; news clippinge pertaining to child health services;
and related records. Arranged chronologically.

RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL STATE RELATIONS. 20
1937-40. 1 in,

Correspondence and memoranda relating to the interest of Federal
agencies in a study of equalization grants; minutes of meetings; outline
of the committee's program; summary of Federal-aid programs administered
by the Social Security Board, the Farm Security Administration, and the
Federal Security Agency; and related records. Arranged chronologically.



RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON FOOD AND NUTRITION.  1936-k0 a
8 in.

Correspondence and memoranda relating to Committee membership and
organization, progress of Committeet's work, meeting agenda, sub-committee
woriing programs, and nutrition in the National Defense Program; minutes
of meetings: committiee report dated July 22, 1937; a swmary of the
Committea?s work; statements of scope of activities of federal agencies
in the field of food and nutrition; and related records. Arranged by
subject and thereunder chromelogically.

KECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMRITTEE ON INDIAN MEDICAY SERVICES. 2
1936-38. 1 in.

Correspondence regarding cooperative agreements of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs with the Publie Health Service, the Soil Comservation
Service, and the Burean of Animal Industry; minutes of meetings; a copy
of a cooperative project agreement betwsen the Departments of Interioer
and Agriculture covering relations on the Navajo Indian Reservation; a
statement on Federal medical care of the Indians and a legislative pro-
posal to transfer Indian medical service to the Public Health Service;
and related records. Arranged chronologically.

mem OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRIAL HMYGIENE. 1935-3% 23
in.

. Correspondence and memoranda relating to the control of industrial
health hazards, the States! responsibility in securing for the workers
gafe and healthful working environments, and activities of Federal
agencies in the field of industrial hyglene; minutes of meetings and
surmaries of meeting activities; a statement of joint action of the
Public Health Service and the Division of Labor Standarde of the Depart-
went of Labor with State agencies in the field of industrial hygiene;
pamphlets prepared by the Interdepartmental Committee and the FPublic
Health Service on industrial hygiene activities of the Federal agencies;
and related records. Arranged by subject and thereunder chronologiecally.

RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL CARE. 1937-38. 2 in. _2_&

Correspondence and memoranda concerning selection of Committee members,
proposals presented at meetings, selection of delegates for the National
Health Conference, and publicity for the Conference; summaries of meeting:
discussions; report of the Commitiee to the President on "The Need for a
Fational Health Program®; statements of medical care programs of Pederal
agencies; a summary of the Committee's work; news clippings on the report
on medical care; and related records. Arranged chronologically.



RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL CARE AND PUBLIC WEALTH 2§
SERVICE IN THE RESETTLEMENT ADMINTSTRATION. 1935-36. 1 in.

Mainly correspondence and memoranda relating to agenda and minutes of
meetings, but including notes on Committee correspondence concerning the
program of the Resettlement Administration. Arranged chronologically.

RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATORY LAROR.  1938-h40. 26
3 in,

Correspondence and memoranda relating to the selection of Committee
members, the need for a special study of the probleme of transients and
migratory labor, and activities of Federal agencies relating to problems
of migratory labor; minutes of meetings; CGommitiee report to the President
regarding the problems of migratory labor, with recommendations concerning
medical care, working conditions, and relief; a summary of medical and
health problems of migratory labor; statements regarding studies made by
Federal agencies on migratory labor; news clippings on the health status
of migratory labor in California; and related records. Arranged chronolog-
ically.

RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAIL COMMITTEE ON PERSONNBL STANDARDS IN TRE STATES. 27
1936-37. 2 in.

Correspondence concerning the sslection of Committee members, agenda
for meetings, and the scope of Committee activities; minutes of meetingss
an outline of organized training work of PFederal agencies in the social
welfare field; bulletins, reports, lists, and plans regarding the train-
ing, qualifications, selection, and tenure of personnel in public welfare
service; news clippings pertaining to personnel administration in the
State; and related records. Arranged chronclogically in each of two
folders,

RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON PROBATION, PAROLE, AND CRIME 28

Correspondence and memoranda relating to meeting arrangements,
selection of Committee members, and the report of the Committee; minutes
of meetings; a report of the Commitiee to the President; progress reporte;
news clippings pertaining to crime control and the role of the Federal
Covernment; and related records. Arranged chronologleally in each of
three folders.

RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING.
1936-37. 1 in.

Correspondence and memoranda concerning the effectiveness of the
Committee's work in promoting cooperation among Federal agencies in
carrying out public health nursing services under the Soeial Security
Program; minutes of meetings; progreoss reports; statements of accomplisghe
nents of the Committee; and related records. Arranged chronelogically.
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RECORDS OF THE TECHNICAL COMMYTTIEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY 0
EDUCATION.  1936-38. 1 in,

Correspondence and memoranda relating to the need for the Committee,
selection of Commitiee members, ccoperative plans and procedures, and
publications on health education; minutes of meetings; statements of
Federal sgencies' activities with respect to health education; outlines
of Committee organization; notes on publications dealing with publie
health education; news clippings pertaining to health and safetly aspects
of education; and related records. Arranged by subject and thereunder
chronologically.

RECORDS OF THE TECANICAL COMMITTEE ON RECREATION. 1936-38. 6 4n. 31

Correspondence and memoranda relating to the selection of Committee
members, dates of meetings, agenda for meetings, requests for publications,
and working agreements in the field of recreation; minutes of meetings;
final report of the Committee to the President; mailing liste for distri-
bution of the Commitiee report; and related records. Arranged by subject.

RECORDS OF THE TECHWICAL COMMITTEE ON WORX WITH THE NEZDY BLIND. 32
1936-37. 2 in.

Correspondence and memoranda relating to Commitiee meetings, membership,
and work progress and proposed amendments te the Social Security Act on
ald to the blind; minutes of meetings; a preliminary report issued by the
Committee on the work of Federal agencies concerning the blind; a statement
of activities and accomplishments of the Committee; a directory of State
officials and agencies responsible for public assistance plans in the
states; and related records. Arranged by subject and thereunder chronologically.

FECOEDS OF THE TECHWICAL COMMITTEE ON WORKERS' EDUCATION. 1936-37. 1
3 in. i

Correspondence and memoranda concerning activities of Federal agencles
in the field of workerst! education and the need for a workers' education
program under the auspices of the Federal (overnment; agenda and minutes
of meetings; Committee report dated July 18, 1937; a statement pertaining
to cooperation in workers' education among the Federal departments; news
clippings; and related records. Arranged by subject and thercunder
chronologically.
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Medical Care for the Needy - Arranged
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Compilation of Resolutions

Accident Statistics
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Various Newspaper Clippings Dealing
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Federal Agencies Concerned with
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Interdepartmental Committee’s Charge
re Work in Welfare Field

Mr. Leukhardt’s Notes

Biographical Notes on Miss Roche

Newspaper Articles About Miss Roche

Miss Roche - Personal

Mr. Watson’'s Study

National Conference on Federal Aid
to Education

Plan of the Rehabilitation Bureau

Proposed Technical Committee on
Housing

Housing Digest

Housing News
Report of the Committee on Ccoordination
of Housing Activities of the Federal
Government
Publications as an Index of Health and
Welfare Activities of the Federal Government
Reorganization of Health Service
Reorganization Under Act of 1939
Social Security Publications, Clippings, etc.
Social Service Digest Conference Bulletin
Subjects Suggested for Possible Technical
Committees
WPA Bibliographical Project

MANUALS

List of References on Juvenile
Delinguency

Training Recreation Leaders

Magazine Abstracts

Public Health Nursing Manual
Manual on Individual and
Community Hygiene

Crippled Children Services

Subcommittee on Federal-State Relations

Committee on Equalization Grants

Committee on Food and Tradition

Nutrition Subcommittee

Nutrition - League of Nations

Food and Nutrition Committee -
Correspondence through 1937

Food and Nutrition Compilation
Food and Nutrition Committee, Misc.
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Reports of Technical Committee

Food and Nutrition - Misc. Bulletins

Indian Medical Service

Industrial Hygiene - Correspondence

Memorandum to Form Basis of Joint
Action in the Industrial Hygiene
Field

Industrial Hygiene Activities in the U.S.

Interviews re Industrial Hygiene

Promotion of Industrial Hygiene Programs
in the States

Monthly Reports - Office of Industrial
Hygiene and Sanitation

Industrial Hygiene Problems in the U.S.

Effectual Control of Industrial Health
Hazards and State responsibility in
Securing Safe Environments

Chart Summary of Industrial Hygiene
and Sanitation Activities in the U.S.
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Report of the Technical Committee on
Medical Care to the National Health
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Conferences - Resettlement Administration
Medical Service program

Medical Care

Migratory Workers Committee - Correspondence

Report on Migratory Labor June 1940

Migratory Labor Committee

Transient Studies
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Recreation - Miscellaneous Reports
Recreation (Reference Material)

Committee on Aid to the Needy Blind
Conferences - Needy Blind

Technical Committee on Needy Blind
Workers’ Education (Conferences)

Workers' Education (Reference Material)
Technical Committee on Workers’ Education

Applications
Personnel
Budget

Volume I
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Subcommittee on Research

Subcommittee on Dietary Matters

Crippled Children

Volume II

Needy Blind
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FERA

Cooperation Chart

Indian Medical Service

Industrial Hygiene

Medical Care

Nursing

Volume III

Personnel Studies in Social Security
Program

Probation and Crime Prevention

Public Health and Safety Education

Recreation Projects

Resettlement Administration Medical
Service

Cooperation Chart



43 cont. Volume IV
Interviews
Volume V
Federal Agencies Concerned with
Health and Related matters
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Department of Labor
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a. Proceedings
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46 Charts of Organization of

Technical Committee of Food
and Nutrition
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