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John Monroe Johnson was born in Marion, South 
Carolina on May 5, 1878 . He attended the University 
of South Carolina and Furman University at Greenville, 
South Ca rolina, taking courses in engineering . These 
studies were interrupted by military service during the 
Spanish- American War. 

After the war, Johnson established the enginee ring 
firm of Johnson and Roberts in Marion; this firm parti
cipated in many public works construction projects. 
With the coming of World War I, Johnson organized a 
battalion of engineers which h e later directed in France 
as colonel and chief engineer of the Rainbow (42nd) Division . 

In June 1935, Col . Johnson was appointed Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce, a position he held for four years. 
In June 1940 he was named to fill a vacancy on the Inter
state Commerce Commission and he r eceived successive 
re - appointments in 1942 and 1949 . While with the Commis 
sion, Johnson served as head of the Bureau of Service which 
supervised the use, control and supply of vehicles used in 
frei ght transportation . In April 1944 he received a concur
rent appointment as Director of the Office of Defense 
Transportat ion, a position he held until the dismantling 
of that agency in 1949. In that post he was responsible 
for the regulation of the small amount of transportation 
available for travel and non-war freight . Measures 
instituted by Johnson during the war included the banning 
of conventions, the use of car-pooling, and the curbing of 
travel to resort areas . President Truman awarded Col . 
Johnson the Medal of Merit on March 8, 1946 in recognition 
of hi s wartime services. 

Johnson serve d as Chairman of the Inte rstate Commerce 
Commiss ion in 1949-195 0 a nd a ga in between 19 53 a nd 1956. 
He retired from the Commission in early 1956, at the end 
of his 7-year term, having r esisted White House pressure 
to r etire the previous year . 

Col . Johnson wa s pre sident of the Americ a n Society 
of Milit a r y Eng in ee r s in 1940 a nd 1941 . Hi s de corations 
included the Legion of Honor of France and the Order of 
Leopold II of Belgium . Johnson died in Marion , South 
Carolina on July 1 , 1964 . 

The pape rs, which relate to Johnson ' s service with 
the Office of Defense Transportation and t he Inter state 
Commerce Commission and deal mainly with wartime trans
portation problems, inc lud e a chronologi cal reading file, 



1944-1952, and printed and processed material, 1940- 1955, 
arranged in one series as follows: 

Processed copies of official correspondence, 
arranged alphabetically by subject. Chronologi
cal reading file of outgoing correspondence for 
the Office of Defense Transportation, May 1944 -
Jun e 1949, and the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
May 1949 - December 1952 , with index of correspond 
ents. Also a "Comparative Compilation of Federal 
Transportation Statutes as of July 15, 1948" 
compiled by the Transportation Association of 
America. 



Container 

l 

2 

3 

Contents 

Appointment of Curren and Hood as Dive rsion 
Agents for South and East 

Bul'winkle Bill 
Canadian Whea t, Shipment of 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway's "Rip Van 

Winkle Ad" 
Coal Strike, 1946 
Defense Production Act of 1 950 
Department of Transportation (Proposed) 
Diversion of Army Traffic 
Diversion of Navy Traffic 
Explosives , Transportation of 
Freight Interchange Map of the United States 
General Order ODT 43 
Grain Situation, 1946 
Interstate Commerce Commission - Gene~al 
"Labor and Transportation", Report by the 

Railway Labor Executives' Association , 
May 1946 

Locomotives 
Manpower Shortages 
Office of Defense Transportation· - General 

Port Situation 
Railroad Car Loadings 
Railroad Car Shortages 
Retirement from Interstate Commerce Commission 
Senat e Committee Invest igating National 

Defense Program 
Senate Committee on Interstate Commerce -

Hearings, 1945 

Senate Committee on Inte rstate and Foreign 
Commerce - Hearings, 1947 

Service Order 68 
Service Order 99 and Army Traffic 
Service Order 113 
Service Order 151 
Service Order 18 0 
Servic e Order 183 
Shippers Advisory Boards 
Somervell Controversy (Johnson testimony on 

S . Res . 185 ) 
Speeches and Writings 
Troop Movements 
War Memorial Park, Little Rock, Arkansas -

Dedicatory Ceremonies , June ll, 1949 
War Production Board, Relations with 
Western Cong r essional Caucus o n Transportation 

Crisis 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Contents 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, April -June 1944 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, July-September 1944 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, October-December 1944 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, January- March 1945 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, April - June 1945 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File , July-Septembe r 1945 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, October 1945 - January 1946 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
Fi l e, February-June 1 946 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, J uly -October 1946 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File , November 1946-February 1947 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, March - July 1 947 

Office of Defense Trans portat ion Reading 
File, Augus t-Novemb e r 1947 

Office of Defens e Transportation Reading 
File , De c e mb e r 1947-April 1948 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, May - November 1948 

Office of Defense Transportation Reading 
File, December 1948-June 1949 

Interstate Commerce Commission Reading File , 
May 1949-April 1950 



Container 

20 

21 

22 (over
size) 

Contents 

Interstate Commerce Commission Reading File, 
May-December 1950 

I nterstate Commerce Commission Reading File, 
J anuary 1951-December 1952 

"Comparative Compilation of Federal Trans
portation Statutes as of July 15, 1948" 
compiled by the Transportation Associat ion 
of America 


