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LORENA HICKOK 

1893 - 1968 

Lore na Hickok w~s born on Ma r ch 7, 1893, in East Troy, Wiscons in. 

Throughout he r ch il dhood , she traveled with he r fam i ly through the up

per midl'/est as her fathe r fol l Ol'/ed his itinerant buttermak i ng tr ade . 

Her mothe r died ,"/hen Mi ss Hickok was th i rteen. Three years afterY/ard 

she went to Battl e Creek , l'l i ch i gan , to I i ve with he r mothe r' s cousin, 

Ell a Ell ie . The r e she attended High Schoo l, f ini shing i n three years . 

Afte r a br i eF attemp t at co ll ege, Miss Hickok took her first job 

with a newspaper, col l ect i ng persona l s For the Bat tle Cr eek ~vening 

News . Af ter a second a nd a th ird attempt at co l l ege , she dec i ded to 

pursue a career in journal ism . In the summe r of 19 19 she was ap -

po i nted Sunday editor of the Minneapo l is !r i bun~_. The paper ' s manag

in g edito r, Thomas J . Dill on, gave he r opportun i t i es that ,"Ie r e seldom 

g i ven to a l'loman . He ga ve her a by-I ine and made her the paper ' s 

chief r epor t e r, and for the next s i x yea r s she cove r ed pol i t i cs and 

footba ll and prepare d ed i to ri a l s . 

In 1926, Mi ss Hickok left the Tribune and, afte r a per i od of 

trave l and ill-hea lth, she \-Ient to Nel" York. She ,;orked, f i rst, for 

about a year, for the Mirror . The n, i n 1928 , she began "/ork with the 

Assoc i ated Press, wh e re she aga in found an editor, Ma rtin A. White , 

Vlha diJ not restrict he r to the Fevi a reas o f the proFess i on tradit i on

al .1y a llotted to ,·:omen. Her spec i a l ty ",as po li t i ca l report i ng, and 



she often shared campa i gn tra i ns with dozens of he r ma l e coll eagues . 

In the summer of 1928 , whil e she was cove rin g the head quar t e r s 

of the Democratic National Committee i n NBI"J York City, "\iss Hic kok 

'vas in troduced to El eanor Rooseve l t by '·\rs. Roosevelt ' s secretary, 

Ma lvina Thompson . Mrs. Rooseve l t vias head of the \-Iomen ' s Divis i o n 

of the Democ rat i c Na t i on al Comm i ttee dur i ng the 1928 campa i gn, and 

Mi ss Hickok wo uld on vlhat she called " du ll days " at Democratic Na-

tiona l Headquarte r s I'Jande r down to the 14ome n ' s Di v i sion and l ook for 

a story. The two women for med dur i ng this per iod a s l i ght acqua i nt-

ance . 

FOllr yea r s l ater, '-i iss Hi c kok was as s i gned by 'the Assoc iated 

Press to , cover the Pre s i dentia l ca mpa i gn ' of Fr ank l i n D. Rooseve l t . 

She s uggested that someone be ass i gned to cove r Mrs . Roosevelt, but 

the A.P . r es i sted the i dea un ti l ve'r y l ate i n the c ampa ign vlhe n 

Roosevelt's v i ctory appeared certa i n. In October 1932, Mi ss Hi ckok 

was assigned exc l us ive l y to '·\r s . Rooseve l t . Fo r t he f in a l mont h of 

the ca mp aign, and then fo r the four mo nth interreg num period, the 

t wo \-Iomen went eve r y" here t oge t her. By i na ugurat io n day, 1933 , they 

had become clos e fr i ends . 

~ 
Mi ss Hicko k ' s pr'es s cove r/age o f /; r s . Rooseve lt ended on i na u-

g ura tion day, a nd she r eturned to New York . She found tha t her 

frie ndship "lith Mrs . Roosevelt had compromised her ab il i ty to con-

tinue her 1·lo rk. As a conse'luence, she r es i gned from the Assoc iated 

Press in l ate Ju ne 1933 . 



After a mo t or in g tri p with Mrs. Rooseve lt th roug h up s t a te New 

Yo r k , New Eng l and, Quebec and the Gaspe Pen i nsula, Mi ss Hi ckok began 

"lO r k, probab l y in Auyust 1933, as a Ch i ef Investi gator for the Federa l 

Emergency Re I ief Administ r at i on . He r majo r dut i es in this pos i ti on 

we r e to travel arou nd the co untry a nd t o r eport on bot h the effect i ve-

ness of l oca l r eI ief adm inistrat i ons and the physical and menta l con-

dit ion of tho se rece i v ing reI i e f. She a l s o accepted f rom Presiden t 

Roosevelt in the sp rin g of 1935 a spec ial i nvest igat i ng a ss i gnment i n 

connecti o n with the adm inistrat ion of the Nat .iona l Eme r gency Counci l. 

During th i s period, Mi ss Hi ckok made t \·,o othe r extended trip s wi th 

Mr s . Rooseve lt: the f ir st , in ~Ia rch 1934 , to Pue rto Rico a nd the 

Vir g in I s lands; th-= second , in July 1934, to San Francisco, Sacra-

mento, Yosemite Na ti ona l Park, and Nevada . 

Mi ss Hi ckok r es i gned from the Fede r,'] Eme r gency Re I ief Adm ini s-

trat i on in l ate November 1936 . In Jan uary 1937 , she accepted a po-

sition as director o f promo tion for the NevJ Yor k Wo rl d ' s Fair. 111 

he r first fe", mo nth s "lith th e Fair, 11iss Hickok estab l i shed the pat -

tern of li v i ng -- that i s, of commut i ng from her ~Ian hatta n apartment 

• 
to he r ",eeken d a nd ho I i day retrea t a t flo ri ches , Long Is l and , the 

'''Li ttle Ho use" on the esta t e of Wi II i am S . Dana wh i c h i s muc h i n 

ev i dence i n her correspondence "lith /·Irs . Rooseve l t dur i ng t hese years, 

She l ef t the ~levJ Yo r k \·/o rl d ' s Fair i n l ate J a nuary 1940, t o take 

a post as a ss i stant to the pub l icity d ir ec t or o f the Democrat i c Na-

tiona l Comm ittee . Some ti me short l y a f ter the 191,0 e l ection, she t ,"ans-

ferr ed to the Wome n's Div i sion of the Democratic tliltiona l Comm i ttee to 



become its execut i ve d i rector. She 1 i ved , dur i ng the se yea r s i n 

\-Iash ington -- as s he occas ionally ha d du rin g her ~Iork ,·li th the Fed-

e r a l Eme r gency Re I ief Adm ini st rat i on -- at the \,h it e House . In 

Marc h 1945, she r e sign ed her post because of i ll- hea l th . 

From March 19LI5 until somet ime in mid-1947, Mis s Hickok li ved 

in pa rt i a l reti r ement, dependent for i ncome pr i ma ril y o n t he p ro-

ceeds from he r wr iting a nd on the generosity of her friends . She 

he lped Eleanor Roosevelt and Congress~loman Ma r y Norton "lit h seve ral, 

"r it i ng projects and '''as en t ered for a ti me on the l atte r' s staff 

pay ro ll. Somet i me i n mid- 194/ she took a pos ition wi th the women ' s 

div isi o n of t he Democrat i c State Comm ittee of New York. She ma y 

have hel d th i s post t hrough 1952 . 

Beg i nning with Lad ies of Courage (1 954), which she wro te with 

Mr s. Roosevelt, Mi s s Hickok wrote severa l books, i ncluding The Stor~ 

of Fran k lin D. P,ooseve l t ( 1956) ,The Sto r y of Helen Ke ller ( 1958), 

The Story of Elea no r Roosevelt (1 959) , Ihe Touch o f 11ag ic : The Story_ 

of He l en Ke ll er ' s Great Teacher , Anne Sullivan '-lacy (1 96 1), Re luctant 

First Lady (1 962 ), and The Road to the Hh it e Ho use (1 962 ) . 

'1 i ss Hickok gave up her ~Ior i ches, Long Island, cottage sometime 

In the mi d- 1950 ' s (maybe 1955) and mo ve d to Hyde Park. She may have 

1 ived at Val - Ki 11 cottage for several months In t he fall of 1955 , 

and pe rhap s l o nge r. In l a t e 1957 sh e was I i v i ng In a ca bin In the 

Lak.ewood Motor Court i n East Pa r k ; by ea rly 1960 , she ha d moved t o 

19 Park P l ace in the v i Il age of Hyd e Pa r k , an add ress wh ich she kept 

unti l he r death on May 1, 1968 . 



The papers of Lorena Hickok consist of three series, the largest 

of wh ich i s the El eanor Roosevelt- Lorena Hickok co rrespondence. There 

are approximately 2,300 of I1rs. Roosevelt ' s l etters and 1,000 of I-liss 

Hickok's presen t in the series. Although t1rs. Rooseve lt ' s half of the 

correspondence is probably near l y comp l ete for its inclu s ive years, 

l1iss Hickok ' s is complete probab l y only for the years 1937 through 

1940. An appendix at the end of this finding aid breaks down by year 

the .approximate nu mbe r of letters in the series by each correspondent. 

The second ser ies, the Federa l Emergency Rei ief Adm inistration papers, 

ho l ds copies of the reports "Ih'ch ~Iiss Hickok submitted to Harry 

Hopkins . Al though the originals of most of these reports are in the 

papers of Harry Hopkins, there appear to be four in this collection 

wh i ch are not . They are those subm i tted from Athens, Georgia, 

January 11 , 1934; f rom Augusta, Georg ia, January 14, 1934; from Jesup, 

Georg ia, January 16, 1934 ; and from ~Ioultrie, Georgia, Janua ry 23, 

1934 . The third series, a correspondence and subject file, contains, 

bes ides b i ts and pieces of correspondence with over fifty people, 

considerable correspondence "lith Il a ry Norton, Con g ress"loman from New 

Je r sey, Mar ion Harron, a member of the United States Tax Court, and 

Al icent Holt, a former hi gh schoo l teacher of l1 i s's Hickok ' s . 



CONTAINER 

1 - 10 

11 - 12 

13 - 18 

DESCRIPTION OF SERIES 

SERIES 

The Eleanor Roosevelt-Lorena Hickok Correspondence, 
1932-1962, and undated. 10 Containers 

Correspondence, telegrams, transcripts of correspond
ence and of several of ~~s . Roosevelt ' s speeches and 
articles, itineraries, clippings, greeting cards and 
invitations, and a small volume of miscellaneous 
material . Arranged chronologically, with itineraries, 
clippings, and miscellaneous and undated material 
gathered at the end of the series . The clippings 
included in this series are, with one or two exeptions, 
of ~s . Roosevelt's My Day column. Those which were 
included with a letter have been attached to that 
letter; those which were loose have been gathered 
in a folder at the end of the series . 

Federal Emergency Relief Administrat ion Papers, 1933- l93g 
and undated . 2 Containers 

Reports, fragments of r eports and correspondence, an 
"Introductory Chapter ," and miscellaneous correspondence 
and expense account material r elated to Miss Hickok's 
work as Chief Investigator for the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration. Arranged in two subseries, and 
thereunder chronologically , with miscellaneous and 
expense account material gathered at the end of the 
series. 

Correspondence and Subj ect File, 1913- 1962 , and undated. 
6 Containers 

Correspondence, telegrams, manuscripts, newspaper copy, 
invitations, clippings, and financial and other miscel
laneous mater ial. Arranged alphabetically by corre
spondent and subject , and ther eunder chronologically . 
Many of the correspondence items were enclosures from 
~s . Roosevelt to Miss Hickok . If the item was enclosed 
with a letter of ~s. Roosevelt's, then the original of 
the enclosure Vias attached to its cover letter, and a . 
copy was placed in this series. If the enclosure was 
loos e , then it was simply fil ed in this series . 



CONTAINER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

THE LORENA HICKOK PAPERS 

The Eleanor Roosevelt - Lorena Hickok Correspondence 

CONTENTS 

1932 
March through November, 1933 
December, 1933 
Correspondence, Eleanor Roosevelt to Lorena Hickok, 

March through November, 1933 : first typescript 
copy 

Correspondence, Eleanor Roosevelt to Lorena Hickok, 
March through November , 1933: second typ)cript 
copy 

January, 1934 
February and March, 1934 
j,pril, 1934 
May, 1934 
June , 1934 

July and August , 1934 
September and October, 1934 
November and December, 1934, and undated 
January and February , 1935 
March through U0.y , 1935 
June, 1935 
July, 1935 
August, 1935 
September, 1935 
October , 1935 
November, 1935 
December, 1935, and undated 

January and Febr~ary, 1936 
"March and April , 1936 
May, 1936 
June, 1936 
July, 1936 
August, 1936 
September and October, 1936 
November, 1936 
December , 1936, and undated 

J anuar.f, 1937 
February, 193'1 
March, 1937 
AprU, 1937 
May , 1937 
June , 1937 
July, 1937 
August , 1937 
September , 19:37 
October, 1937 



CONTAINER CONTENTS 

The Eleanor Roosevelt- Lorena Hickok Correspondence - continued 

5 

6 

7 

8 

November, 1937 
December , 1937, and undated 
January, 1938 
February , 1938 
March , 1938 
April, 1938 
May, 1938 
J une, 1938 
July, 1938 
August , 1938 
September, 1938 

October , 1938 
November , 1938 
December , 1938 , and undated 
January, 1939 
February , 1939 
March, 1939 
April, 19)9 
May, 1939 
June , 1939 

July, 1939 
August, 1939 
September , 1939 
October, 1939 
November , 1939 
December , 1939 , and undated 
January, 1940 
February, 1940 
March, 1940 
April , 1940 
May and June, 1940 

July and August, 1940 
September and October, 1940 
November , 1940 
December , 1940, and undated 
January through May, 1941 
June and July, 1941 
August through December, 1941 
January through July, 1942 
August through December , 1942, and undated 
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CONTAINER CONTENTS 

The Eleanor Roosevelt-Lorena Hickok Correspondence - continued 

9 

10 

1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 and 1947 
1948 through 1955 
1956 through 1962, and undated 

Mrs . Roosevelt's itineraries 
Clippings 
Not dated and miscellaneous 

Federal Emergency Relief Administration Papers 

11 

12 

Lorena Hickok reports to Harry Hopkins , August through 
October, 1933 

Lorena Hickok r eports to Harry Hopkins, November 
through December , 1933 

Lorena Hickok r eports to Harry Hopkins , January 
through February , 1934 

Lorena Hickok r eports to Harry Hopkins , March t hrough 
April, 1934 

Lorena HickOK r eports to Harry Hopkins , May through 
August, 1934 

Lorena Hickok r eports t o Harry Hopkins, September 
through December, 1934 

Lorena Hickok reports to Harry Hopkins , 1935 
Lorena Hickok r eports to Harry Hopkins, 1936 

Excerpts from Lorena Hickok ' s letters to Eleanor 
Roosevelt and her reports to Harry Hopkins : August 

1933: Pennsylvania 
Excerpts from Lorena Hickok's letter s to Eleanor 

Roosevelt and her reports· to Harry Hopkins: August 
1933 : West Virginia 

Excerpts from Lor ena Hickok ' s l etters to Eleanor 
Roosevelt and her r eports to Harry Hopkins : September 
1933 : Maine 

Excerpts from Lorena Hickok ' s letters t o Eleanor 
Roosevelt and her r eports to Harry Hopkins : September 
1933 : Up- State Ne-Il York 

Excerpts -from Lorena Hickok's letters t o Eleanor 
Roosevelt and her r epor ts to Harry Hopkins : September 
t hrough December , 1933 : North and South Dakota , 
Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, and New York City 



CONTAINER CONTENTS 

Federal Emergency Relief Administration Papers - continued 

12 Excerpts from Lorena Hickok ' s letters to Eleanor 
Roosevelt and her r eports to Harry Hopkins: 1934 
through 1936: Alabama, Texas, California, West 
Virginia, Michigan, Ohio, South Dakota, New York City 

"Introductory Chapter" [to a selection of Lorena 
Hickok's investigative reports?] 

Miscellaneous correspondence related to Lorena Hickok's 
reports 

Expense account and related materials 

Correspondence and Subject File 

13 

14 

A through M 
Boettiger, John: 1936 
Bunche, Ralph: 1962 
"C": 1938 
Chaney, Mayris: 19J9? 
Cook, Nancy: 1937 
Corr, Maureen : 1953-57 
Cutler, Mary : 1947-48 
Dana, Ella: 1934-47 
Davis, .Alice: 1934 
Dettner, F .C. (Prin~'s veterinarian): 1943 
Dewson, Mary : 1940- 61 
Dickinson, Ella: 1935-L,8 
Dillon, Thomas and Clarissa: 1937-42 
D~Jglas, Helen Gahagan: 1938-60 
Edwards, India: 1945-52 
Ellie, Ella: 1913- 44 
Elliott , Harriet: 1941-42 
Enright, Adelaide: 1936- 38 
Falke, Grace: ca.1937 
Farley, James: 1939 
Ferrarini, Marty : 1937-40 
Fitzgerald, Katheryn: 1950- 52 
Flynn, Edward: 1940 
Gellhorn, Martha: 1935-38 
Harriman, Averell: 1955 
Harriman, Florence Jaffray : 1952 
Harron, Marion J.: 1942-43 
Harron, Marion J .: January through August , 1944 

Harron, Marion J. : September through December, 
Harron, Marion J. : January through ~BY, 1945 
Harron, Marion J. : June through August, 1945 
Harron, Marion J . : Misc ellaneous 

194L, 



CONTAINER CONTENTS 

Corr espondence and Subj ect File - continued 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Haycraft, Howar d : 1933- 42 
Helm, Edith: 1936-46 
Hickok, Lorena : autobiographical manuscr ipt (forward 

and chapters 1, 2 , 7 and 13 only) , ca.1949 
Hickok, Lorena: interview with, by John P. Broderick 
Hickok , Lorena : Associated Press stories about Mrs . 

Roosevelt, ca. Sept. 1932 to Mar ch 1933 
Hickok, Lor ena : manuscript, an autobiography of the 

White House 
Hickok , Lor ena : manuscripts about Mrs . Roosevelt, . 

1945 , 1946 
Hickok, Lorena: manuscript on Drew Pearson 

Hickok, Lorena : personal and miscellaneous 
Hickok, Lor ena : invitations to inaugural events, and 

r elated material 
Hickok, Lorena : miscellaneous financial material, 

1933 to 1951 
Hol t, Alicent: 1936- 50 
Hopkins , Harry : 1937 
Joseph, Nannine : 1951- 62 
Keller, Helen : 1957 
Lash , Joseph : not dated 
Lindley, Betty : 1942 
Lovelace , Maud : 1949- 50 
Lund, Mur i el : 1948- 53 

Michelson , Charles : 1939-40 
Miller, Earl : 1933- 39 
N through VI 
The New York World ' s Fair: 1937- 40 
Nice, Mary Louise : 1948-50 
Norton, ~.ary T. : 1941- 45 
Norton, Mary T. : 1946- 48 
Norton, Mary T.: 19/,9- 52 
Norton, Mary T. : 1953- 59 
Norton, Mary T.: Miscellaneous and unident ified 

Norton , Mary T. : manuscript, Madam Congr essman , The 
Memoirs of Mary T. Norton of NeVI J ersey 

Perkins, Frances : 1940 
Perry, Frances: 1939- 60 
Price , Virginia : 1945- 48 
Rischel, Virginia : 1945 
Roosevelt , Anna : 1935 - 39 
Roos evelt, Bell e : 19/, 3-48 



CONTAINER CONTENTS 

Correspondence and subject File - continued 

17 

18 

Ross, Ann: 1940-43 
St. Johns, Adela Rogers: 193? 
Seagraves, Anna Eleanor (Slsty') : ca .1935 , 1962 
Simons, H. Austin: 1917-18 
Sproul, Kathleen: 1948-50 
Stewart, Gertrude: 1945-49 
Thompson, Malvina : 1933- 53, and undated 
Tillett, Gladys: 1940-53 
Truman, Mrs. Harry: 1945 
Unemplqyment: 1962 
van Loon, Gerard Willem: 1938, 1960 
van Loon, Hendrik Willem: 1936-40, and undated 
Vllialen, Graver: 1936- 37 
White, Matt: 1938 
The White House: 1933- 47 

Miscellaneous and unidentified 
Clippings 



APPENDIX 

THE ELEANOR ROOSEVE LT- LORENA HICKOK CORRESPONDENCE : 

ITS INC IDENCE, BY CORRESPONDENT AND BY YEAR 

ER to LH 

1932 1 
1933 39", 
1934 236 
1935 23 1 
1936 310 
1937 283 
1938 289 
1939 292 
1940 213 
194 1 92 
1942 46 
1943 41; 
1944 30 
1945 48 
1946 20 
1947 18 
1948 12 
1949 1 
1950 through 1962 102 

Tota l 2,336 

LH to ER 

31d: 

20"" 
lP* 
46 

227 
195 
24 1 
137 
50 
26 
20 
20 
19 

1 
1 

1, 024 

* Thi s is the number of ho logra ph lette rs present fo r the year 1933 . A 
t ypesc ri pt copy of what i s appar'ent l y near ly the ent ire body of corres
pondence f rom El eanor Roosevelt to Lorena Hickok, and which contains 
copies of 129 l ette rs , is also present , and has been pl aced in the 
f o lder immed iately fo ll ow in g the comb i ned 1933 ho lograph co r respondence . 
The letters, as they appear in the typescr i pt, have been edited. Not 
all the letters present i n ho l og raph are inc l uded in the typescript . 

** Fragments of and excerpts f r om a few of Lo r ena Hickok ' s lette r s to 
Mrs . Rooseve l t f rom the per iod 1933 through 1936 are present in the 
Federa l Emergency Re I ief Adm ini st rati on ser ies of th i s collection . 
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