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ANNA ROOSEVELT HALSTED 

1906 - 1975 

Biographical Sketch 

Anna Roosevelt Halsted was born on May 3, 1906, the eldest child and only 
daughter of the five children of Franklin D. and Eleanor Roosevelt. After 
her 1924 graduation from Miss Chapin's school, she attende~a short course 
at Cornell University in the forestry school. 

On June 5, 1926, she married Curtis Bean Dall. They had two children, 
Anna Eleanor Dall, known as Sistie, born March 25, 1927, and Curtis Roose
velt Dall, known as Buzzie, born April 19, 1930. 

Between 1932 and 1934, Anna was associate editor of a magazine called 
Babies Just Babies, hosted a radio program sponsored by the Best and Com
pany Department Store, contributed articles to Liberty magazine and wrote 
two children's books, Scamper and Scamper's Christmas. 

The Dalls were divorced July 30, 1934. Anna married Clarence John 
Boettiger on January 18, 1935. Their son, John Roosevelt Boettiger, was 
born March 30, 1939. 

From December 1936 to September 1943, Anna was an associate editor and 
columnist of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. Her husband was the editor 
of this Hearst publication. In 1943, she went to the White House to serve 
as an unofficial secretary to her father, President Roosevelt. Her respon
sibilities included answering mail, assisting with social functions, ar
ranging appointments, and writing presidential speeches. In addition, 
Anna mapped out the President's itineraries during the 1944 campaign and 
accompanied him to the Yalta Conference in February 1945. 

After President Roosevelt's death, she and John Boettiger bought a weekly 
newspaper in Phoenix, Arizona, renamed it the Arizona Times and rapidly 
increased its circulation. By May 1947, it was a daily paper. Anna was 
executive editor and columnist until February 1948 when she became editor 
and publisher. The paper was sold in July and by September 1948 Anna and 
her mother were co-hosting an American Broadcasting Company radio program, 
The Eleanor and Anna Roosevelt Program, which was discontinued in September 
1949. 

In 1949,Anna also edited The Woman, a monthly magazine, to 
tributed a series of articles entitled My Life with F.D.R. 
were divorced August 1, 1949. 
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Anna contracted coccidiomycosis in 1949 and curtailed her activities for 
several years to convalesce from the disease. 

On November 11, 1952, Anna married Dr. James A. Halsted, a doctor with the 
Veterans Administration. She entered the publiS relations field in labor 
unions, working for Union Service, Inc. in Los Angeles during 1953 and 
1954. In the fall of 1954, she entered the U.C.L.A. School of Social Work. 
The Halsteds moved to Syracuse, New York, in the fall of 1955. In October, 
Anna was hired as the assistant to the Director of Public Relations at the 
State University Upstate Medical Center in Syracuse. In April 195~ she be
came the Director of Public Relations and Assistant to the Dean, a position 
she held until her resignation in September 1958 when the .Halsteds traveled 
to Iran. 

In Shiraz, Iran, Dr. Halsted helped to set up the Pahlavi University Medical 
School. Anna did public relations and administrative work as well as or
ganizing the journals sections of the medical library. 

Upon their return from Iran in the summer of 1960, the Halsteds moved to 
L~xington, Kentucky, where Anna was a Staff Assistant to the Dean of the 
University of Kentucky Med.ical Center. A year later, the Halsteds moved 
to Birmingham, Michigan, a suburb of Detroit. Anna became the public re
lations director and coordinator at Metropolitan Hospital for the Compre
hensive Medical Care Program sponsored by the United Auto Workers. In 
1963, she became the Director of Public Relations for the Wayne State Uni
versity School of Medicine in Detroit. 

In October 1963, she was appointed by President Kennedy to the Citizen's 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women. She resigned from the Council in 
January 1968. In February, she was appointed vice-chairman of the Presi
dent's Commission for the Observance of Human Rights Year 1968. 

The Halsteds moved to Washington, D.C., in 1964. While there, Mrs. Halsted 
was a volunteer with the Washington Work and Training Opportunity Center 
and a board member of Americans for Democratic Action and the Capitol Area 
Division of the United Nations Association of the United States of America. 

She became chairman of the board of the National Committee of Household 
Employment and a board member of Wiltwyck School as well as an ex-officio 
board member of the Eleanor Roosevelt Foundation. 

In 197~ Dr. and Mrs. Halsted retired to a cottage in Hillsdale, New York, 
which they had acquired in 1966. Anna Halsted continued to remain active 
in many of the above-mentioned organizations until her death. 

Anna Roosevelt Halsted died of cancer on Monday, December 1, 1975, at Monti
fiore Hospital, in New York City. 



A Description of the Collection 

These papers are arranged alphabetically with subject files and personal 
correspondence interfiled. Correspondence with women is interfiled by 
their last name at the time of Mrs. Halsted's death. As Curtis Roosevelt 
Dall legally changed his name to Curtis Roosev~lt, his files will be 
found under Roosevelt, Curtis. 

Mrs. Halsted's papers contain voluminous files, both subject and corres
pondence, concerning her parents. There are over 800 letters, mostly· 
holograph, from Mrs. Roosevelt to Anna, dealing principally with Roose
velt family matters, Mrs. Roosevelt's activities and interests, White 
House events 1933-1945, and personal and public concerns of Anna. Mrs. 
Roosevelt returned her daughter's letters to her at Anna's request. 

The Eleanor Roosevelt subject files contain correspondence, minutes of 
meetings, annual reports, tributes, memorials, programs, addresses, arti
cles, speeches, newspaper and magazine clippings and other printed mate
rials. There is correspondence, speech and article material relating to 
Mrs. Roosevelt both before and after her death, with most of the material 
post dating 1962 and consisting of copies of her itineraries, broadcasts, 
articles, speeches and My Day columns as well as letters from Martha 
Gellhouse, A. David Gurewitsch, Lizzie McDuffie, Esther Lape, Maureen 
Corr and Earl Miller. 

Files relating to Franklin D. Roosevelt contain correspondence between 
Anna and her father as well as addresses, articles, essays, clippings, 
memorials, notes, poems, press releases, programs and other printed ma
terials. Tributes and memorials to F.D.R. are in the form of poems, speeches, 
essays, articles and printed materials from memorial programs. There are 
also clippings, press releases, correspondence and programs from 1939-1945 
relat~ng to White House activites, including a few memoranda from the 
President. 

There are files relating to memorials built to Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
movies and plays about his life including Sunrise at Campobello, and the 
A.B.C. TV series F D R. These files contain business correspondence, in
cluding Roosevelt family letters on contracts, royalties and tax matters. 

Family members with whom Anna corresponded, besides her parents, include 
her grandmother, Sara Delano Roosevelt, her husband, James A. Halsted, 
her previous husbands, Curtis Dall and John Boettiger, her children, Anna 
Eleanor Dall Seagraves, Curtis Roosevelt and John Boettiger and her 
brothers, James, Elliott, Franklin and John Roosevelt. In addition, 
there are letters written by Anna's maternal grandfather, Elliott Roose
velt, and her step children Bella, Charles, Thomas and Elinor Halsted. 



There are also correspondence ,files from Franklin Roosevelt's Governor
ship papers and the President's Secretary's File relating to Anna 
Roosevelt, Curtis Dall, John Boettiger and their children, and to Kermit 
Roosevelt, son of Theodore Roosevelt. These files were probably given to 
Anna during her stay in the White House between 1943 and 1945. 

Correspondence with Malvina Thompson, Eleanor Roosevelt's personal secre
tary, contains items relating to Roosevelt family activities. 

Other correspondents of note include James MacGregor Burns, George T. 
Bye, Maureen Corr, Howard Costigan, Jonathan Daniels, Stephen Early, 
Mrs. Simeon (Nan-Nan) Estigoy, Mrs. Sam (Astrid) Fisher, June and Joseph 
Gordon, David and Maude Gray, Lucille Griswold, Jay Groen, David and Edna 
Gurewitsch, Gabriele Gutkind, Averell Harriman, William Hassett, Lorena 
Hickok, Nan Honeyman, Nannine Joseph, William Mackenzie King, Walter 
Kirschner, Esther Lape, Joseph and Trude Lash, King Olav, Charles F. 

, Palmer, Justine Wise Polier, June Hamilton Rhodes, Samuel Rosenman, 
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., Elizabeth Shoumatoff, Adlai E. Stevenson,' 
Margaret Suckley, Harry S Truman and Grace Tully. 

The subject files contain materials relating to her places of residence, 
jobs, organizations, radio programs, speeches, articles and clippings. 
Activities and organizations of interest to Mrs. Halsted include American 
Civil Liberties Union, Eleanor Roosevelt Cancer Foundation, Inc., Eleanor 
Roosevelt Institute, Eleanor Roosevelt Memorial Foundation, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library, Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial Foundation, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Warm Springs Memorial Commission, Human Rights Commission, In
terdepartmental Committee on the Status of Women, National Committee on 
Household Employment, National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis; Inc., 
National Foundation March of Dimes, National youth Administration, Office 
of Economic Opportunity, President's Commission on the Status of Women, 
United Nations ASSOCiation, United World Federalists, Wiltwyck School, 
Work and Training Opportunity Center and the Yalta Conference. 

The collection contains correspondence, articles, speeches, drafts, 
columns, notes, printed materials and clippings relating to Mrs. Halsted's 
speeches and articles. Included are articles and drafts for Liberty, 
Cosmopolitan, Today, columns from the Arizona Times and speeches given in 
Seattle, Phoenix, Los Angeles and Syracuse as well as speeches about Iran 
and Middle East. 

Personal items in the collection include Anna's diary for 1925, appointment 
diaries, Anna's baby book and an engagement and wedding gift book of Eleanor 
Roosevelt and Anna Roosevelt Dall. 
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