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Biographical Sketch 

MORDECAI J. B. EZEKIEL 

1899 - 1974 

Mordecai Joseph Brill Ezekiel was born on May 10, 1899, in Richmond , 

Virginia. Following a boyhood spent in the suburbs of Washington , D.C., 

he enrolled , in 1914, at the Maryland Agricultural College, from which 

he graduated four years later with a Bachelor of Science degree in agri-

culture. After a brief term of military service, Ezekiel began work, in 

1919, with the united States Census Bureau. In 1922, he moved to the De-

partment of Agriculture, working as an economist with the Division of 

Farm Management. 
. ~ . .. 

He contlnued whlle \vOrklng to attend classes I first at 

the Department of Agriculture's Graduate School and the University of 

Minnesota, which latter school granted him a Master of Science degree in 

1923 , and then at the Robert Brookings Gradua te School of Economics and 

Government, which aw'arded him a Doctor of Philosophy degree in economics 

in 1926. In 1930, Ezekiel published hi s first book, Hethods of Corre la-

tion Analysis. In that same year he began work as Assistant Chief Econo-

mist with the Federal Farm Board. From September , 1930, to September, 

1931, he travelled through Europe and Russia as a Guggenheim Fellow. 

On his return to the united States, Ezekiel b egan the \>lork which 

brought him to a position of major importance within the Department of 

Agriculture. In the summer and fall of 1932, he formulated the details 

of ",hat was to become the Agricultural Adjustment Administration . In 

the late fall of that year, he helped prepare a draft of the Agricultura l 



Adjustment Act. I n late November , * Ezekiel met in Albany with President-

e l ect Franklin Roosevelt , Rexford Tug,"ell , M. L. \-lilson , and Henry 

110rgenthau, Jr., to discuss the farm policy of the ne," admi ni stration . 

From 1933 until 1 944 , Ezekiel held the position of Economic Adviser to 

the Secretary of Agriculture . In two books published dur i ng thi s period, 

$2500 A Year: From Scarcity to Abundance (19 36) and Job s for Al l (1939), 

he tried to popularize his ideas for ext ending the concept of p lanned pro-

duction, which the Agricultural Adjustment Administration had applied t o 

agriculture, to indus try. 

In 1944, Ezekiel moved from the Secretary of Agriculture's office 

to become Economic Adviser in the Bureau of Agricultural Economics . Dur-

ing hi s last years with the Department of Agriculture - - he was involun-

tarily r etired through a reduction in force in 1947 -- Ezekiel "las oft en 

involved with the founding conferences and early activities of what was 

to become the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization . In 1943 

he helped plan , though he did not attend , the Hot Springs Food Conference . 

In 1944 he served as a member o f the united Nations Interim Commission on 

Food and Agriculture . In 1945 he served as a member of two of the FAO ' s 

first fi e ld missions , to Greece a nd to Pol and . 

In July, 1947, Ezekie l began full-time work with the Food and Agri -

culture Organizati on. He held, during the next fifteen years, the po-

sitions of Economi s t in charge of the Economic Analysis Branch, Deputy 

Director of the Economics Division , He ad of the Economics Department , 

* In a l etter to Arthur M. Schl esinger , Jr., September 2, 1957 , 
Ezekie l says this meeting took place "in the fal l after the 
e l ecti on -- in l ate November , I believe ... " In his Columbia 
University Oral His tory Project intervi ew (p. 48) , he p l aces 
t he meet ing in early December and in Hyde Park rather than in 
Albany. 



Assistant Director General in charge of the Economics Department, and , 

finally, Special Assistant to the Director General. He retired from the 

FAO in June , 1962 , to take a position with the United States Agency for 

International Development. He served as Chief of the united Nations 

Division of this agency until his retirement in 1967. 

During the l ast years of his life , Ezekiel took occasional assign

ments as consultant . In 1969 , he worked for several months with the Food 

and Agriculture Organization, helping to prepare a report entitled "In

dicative Plan for Norld Agricultural Development ." He died in ~lashington, 

D. C. , on October 31, 1974. 

Ezekiel did not attempt to keep in his personal fi l es a complete 

record of his long and varied career. His papers document most fully his 

professional career outside of hi s official duties -- that is, his work 

as author, speaker , and teacher . Ezekiel was , above all else , a man of 

ideas . The speech and article file and those folders vlithin the subject 

fi l e which deal Vlith his teaching and writing document rather fully the 

development and promulgation of his ideas. There are of course folders 

within the subject file documenting his official duties with the Depart

ment of Agriculture , the Food and Agriculture Organization, and the 

Agency for International Development , but their coverage is incomplete. 
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Subject File , 1918-1975, and undated . 24 Containers 

Diaries and notebooks,. correspondence , memorandt~, 
telegrams , data sheets and graphs , printed and proc
essed material. The material contained in the files 
marked IIEzekiel, Mordecai : Personal" falls for the 
most part into four categories: correspondence re
garding (1 ) the publication of Ezekiel's books and 
essays , (2) appointments in the Department of Agri 
culture and requests for positions and for letters 
of recommendation, ( 3) Ezekiel ' s attendence at pro
fessional conferences, and (4) perfunctory business 
and personal matters. Probably three fifths of the 
"personalll fi l es fall into these categories. An
other fifth is composed of correspondence which dis
cusses the ideas contained in Ezekiel's writings. 
The fi l e marked "Ezekiel, Mordecai : Readihg File" 
is composed of essays and books '''hich Ezekiel has 
annotated. 

Speech and Article File , 1922-1970 , and undated . 
17 Containers 

Holograph manuscripts, typescripts , reprin·ts and 
proces sed copies of Ezekiel's speeches , articles, and 
book projects , together with correspondence, memo
r anda , notes, data sheets, graphs and maps related 
to these speeches and writings. Arranged chronologi
cally , with miscellaneous and unidentified material 
gathered both by decade , where appropriate, and at 
the end of ·the series. The titles and dates carried 
on the file folders are approximations. 

Clippings and Niscellaneous File, 1931-1971, imd 
undated . 3 Containers 

Newspaper and magazine clippings , arranged in approxi
mate chronological order and , in four instances , by 
subject . There is a lso one file box of names and ad
dresses; this has been placed at the end of the series 
and i s listed as Container No. 45 . 
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SUBJECT FILE 

Advisory Conunitt.ee of the National Board on Swine 
Product Control 

Agency for International Development: ITA Project 
to Measure and Evaluate Economic Growth and De
velopment Effects of Food Aid Shipments and In
vestment Projects Under the Revised Food for 
Peace Act of 1966," 1968 

Agency for International Development: European 
Grains Agreement, 1967 

Agency for International Development, 1962-65 
Agency for International Development, 1966-68, 

Undated 
Agricultural Adjustment Act: Dairy Products , 1933 
Agricultural Adjustment Act: Draft of 
Agricultural Adjustment Act: Tobacco, 1932-33 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration, Division of 

Program Planning; Seminar, U\mat is a Desirable 
National Agricultural Program , II October, 1935 

Agricultural Adjustment Administration: Summaries 
of Studies of Its Programs 

Agricultural Adjustment Administration: Trade Agree
ments and Codes, July-August, 1933 

Agricultural Economjsts , Conferences of 
Agricultural Reli ef Neasures in Foreign COW1tries, 

1932 
Agriculture , U.S. Department of, 1 932-33 

Agriculture, U.S. Department of, 1934-37 
Agriculture, U.S . Department of, 1938-47 
Agriculture , U.S. Department of, 1965-68, Undated 
Agriculture, U.S. Department of: and Ezekiel ' s 

Southern Inspection Trip, June, 19 37 
Agriculture, U.S. Department o f: and Ezekiel's 

Lake State Inspection Trip, August , 1937 
Agriculture, U.S. Department of: and Ezekiel's 

Southwestern Inspection Trip, October, 1937 
Agriculture, U.S. Department of: Businessman ' s 

Mailing List, ca. 1946 
Agriculture, U.S. Department of : Economics 

Division, 1932 
Agriculture, U. S . Department of: Graduate School 
Agriculture , U.S. Department of: Graduate School 

Advisory Committee on General Economics, 1945-46 
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Agriculture , u.S. Department of: 1936 Tax Legislation 
Agr icul ture , u . S . Department of: Reports on the Ivork 

of the Office of the Economic Advisor to the Secre 
tary of Agriculture 

Agriculture, u . S . Department of: Winslow , Rex S. 
American Farm Economic Association , Annual Meeting , 

Chicago , December 28- 30 , 1936 
American Farm Economics Association , Fellows Election 

Committee 
Army Industrial Col lege 
Automobiles (1938- 39) 
Bibliography 
Brazil 
British Pork Quota 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
Bureau of th~ Budget 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
Bureau of Labor Statistics , Industry Studies ; N. R. A. 

Results , etc. 
Business Cards 
Campaign of 1940 
Census Agricultural Statistics 
Coffee 
Collective Bargaining 
Compul sory Savings Pl an , 1941-42 
Construction Industry 

Copper Da·ta - Ivar Study , 1938 
Corporations 
Cotton , ca. 1927 
Cotton Sales Policy 
Cotton: The Smith Cotton Plan, 1933 
Council of Business , Labor and Agricultural Leaders 

(Proposal), 1936- 40 
Current Index Series 
DzialoYlski , Hans (Harry David) 
Econometric Society , 1938 Meeting 
Economic Conditions , Miscellaneous 
Ezekiel Fami l y: Genealogical Chart 
Ezekiel, Lucille 
Ezekiel , Mordecai: Doodles 
Ezeki el , Mordecai: European and Russian Trip , 

1930-31 
Ezekiel , Mordecai: Financial and Empl oyment Papers (1) 

Ezekiel , Mordecai: Financial and Employment Papers (2) 
Ezekiel, Mordecai: Financial and Employment Papers (3 ) 
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Ezekiel , Mordecai : Financi a l and Employment Paper s , 
Material Submitted for Civil Service Examination 
for Associate Agricultural Economist , 1924 

Ezekiel , Mordecai: Financial and Employment Papers , 
Travel, 1950 - 61 

Ezekiel, Mordecai: Financial and Employmen't Papers , 
Trave l Authorizations and Vouchers 

Ezekiel , Mordecai : House Directions 
Ezeki e l, Nordecai : Itineraries 
Ezekiel , 11ordecai: Kennedy Administration Appointment 
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Ezekiel , Mordecai: Memorial Booklet , October , 1975 
Ezekiel , Mordecai: Personal, Diaries , 1922- 29 
Ezekiel , Hordecai : Personal, 1923- 32 

Ezekiel , Mordecai: Personal , 1933-34 
Ezekiel, 11ordecai: Per sonal, 1935-36 
Ezekiel , l1ordecai : Personal, 1937 -39 
Ezekiel, Mordecai : Personal , 1940-47 
Ezekiel , Mordecai: Personal, 1949 -52 
Ezekiel , l1ordecai : Personal, 1954-57 

Ezekiel , Mordecai: Personal, 1958-61 
Ezekiel , Mordecai : Personal, 1962- 63 
Eze kiel, Mordecai: Personal, 1964-70 
Ezeki e l, Mordecai : Personal, l1iscellaneous 
Ezekie l, Horde cai: Vitae and Lists of Publications 

Ezekiel, Nordecai : Reading File , 1920s 
Ezekiel , Morde c ai: Reading File , 1930s (1) 
Ezekiel , Ho rde cai: Reading Fi l e , 1930s ( 2) 
Ezekie l, Mordecai : Readi ng Fil e , 1940s 

Ezekiel, Morde c a i : Reading Fil e , 1950s 
Ezekiel , Horc1ecai : Reading File , 1960s 
Ezeki e l , Walter N. 
Farm Price Policy Contest, 1945 
Farmers ' Share of the Nati onal Income, Da t a f or 1932 
Federal Farm Board , 1930- 32 
Fifth International Conference of Agricultural 

Economists , August 21- 29 , 1938 
Ford Foundation : Ideas and Activities 
Foreign Trade 
France : Committee to Study Reform of the State , 

Subcommittee on Economical and Statistica l Infor
mation, 1945-46 
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FRE Production Estimate 
Friends of German Freedom 
Fruit Growers and Farmers Convention, December 6, 1935 
General Hotors - Cornell World Price Index, 1939-42 
German Propaganda 
Glue 
Gold 
Harvard University: Graduate School of Public 

Administration 
Hiss, Alger: Case against Housing 
Housing: relation between housing costs and indus-

trial production 
Income Index 
Incomes of Corporate Officials 
Indians, Education of 
Industrial Conversion: "Dr:1ft of Statement for 

Secretary (of Agricul ture Claude R. Wickard ) Before 
George Committee ," ca. 1943- 44 

Industria l Expansion Bill , 1937- 39 
Industrial I·leal th 

Input-Output Studies (Einar Jensen) , 1940 
Input-Ou"tput Studies , University of Minnesota , ca. 

1927 
Institute of International Relations, 1963 
I nterior , U. S. Depart~ent of , 1968 
International Conference of Agricultural Economists, 

1961 
International Grains Arrangement, 1967 
International Payments and International Trade 

(Tentative Research Project) 
International Trade 
International Trade in Agricul ·ture 
International \~eat Advisory Comro.ittee, Rome Meeting l 

1934 
Investment 
Investment and Development Theory 
Jobs for All , correspondence regarding, prior to pub

lication , February 7 to December 22, 1938 
Jobs for All, correspondence regarding, following 

publication , November 13, 1938, to Harch 31, 1939 
Jobs for All, correspondence regarding, follO\;ing 

publication , April 3 , 1939, to December 9, 1941 
Jobs for All , reactions to, Narch 13 , 1939, to 

January 18 , 1940 
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Jobs for All , miscellaneous 
Jobs for All , reviews of 
Jobs for All , and Ezekiel - N. I. Stone controversy , 

June-September , 1939 
Keynesian statistics 
Kreps, T. J ., "Dividends , Interest , Prof i ts , Hages , 

1923- 35 " 
Labor Parity 
Lecturers 
Liberal Club Conference , Williams Coll ege , May , 1939 
Life Insurance Companies , Assets of 
Littl e United Nations Assembly , Indiana University , 

Harch 13-16 , 1963 
McNary - Haugen Pl an , 1927 
11ethods of Correlation Analysis , material reo revised 

edi tion , 1940-43 
Meti10ds of Correlation Anal ys i s , material reo revised 

edi tion , 1954-61 
Methods of Correl ation a nd Regr ession Anal ysis , mate

ria l re o revised edition, 1959-60 
Minnesota Dairy 
National Resour ces Planning Board (National Resources 

Commi ttee) 

Office of War Mobilization 
Organization Analysis 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development : 

Report of the Committee for Agriculture, May , 1962 
Out-of- Budget Financing 
Outlook I'lork, Bureau of Agr i cul tural Economi cs and 

Federal Farm Board , 1929- 32 
Peru 
Petroleum , 1939- 40 
Post-I'lar Pl anning 
Presidential Campaign of 1960: Farm Policy Issues 
Price Changes , Forecasts 
Professional Soc i e ty Heetings , 1937-44 
Profits (materia l for book ) 
Profits , Costs , Wages , Output per Unit of Producti on 
Public Spending , Material for Report on , 1937 
Public "lorks , 1933 
Qui nine , 1945 
Rabinoff , Max 
Railroads , 1938-39 
Reconversion Problems 
Reconversion Projections , 1945 
Recovery , 1938 
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Refugee Resettlement 
Relation Bebveen National Income and Income Reported 

by Different Income Groups 
Roads: Proposal for Federal Corporations, 1938 
Russia, 1930-31 
Schultz, Ted : Abstract of "Economic Crises in World 

Agriculture," 1965 
Shipbuilding 
Southern Reconversion Program, 1945 
Spanish Civil I'lar 
Spain, Food for, 1938-39 
Statistical Correlation 
Statistics Teaching l1ethods 
Steel Industry 
Student Notes and Papers: "Soils and Crops of 

Maryland," Bachelor's Thesis, University of Maryland, 
1918 

Student Notes and Papers: Paper "Per Capita Wealth 
and Production ," ca. 1921 

Student Notes and Papers: Statistics Laboratory 
Exercises, 1922 

Student Notes and Papers: Course in Statistical 
l1ethods I<ith H. R. Tolley, 1922 

Student Notes and Papers: Paper, "Farm Tenancy in 
the united States ," 1922 

Student Notes and Papers : Miscellaneous, University 
of Ninnesota, 1923 

Student Notes and Papers: Data for Input-Output and 
Curviline ar Correlation Papers, University of 
l1innesota, 1923 

Student Notes and Papers: Paper, "Index of Volume 
of Exports of Agricul tural Products," 1923 

Student Notes and Papers: "A statistical Examination 
of Diminishing Returns in Agriculture, II Masters 
Thesis, University of l>1innesota, June, 1923 

Student Notes and Papers: Class Notes, 1923-25 
Student Notes and Papers: IIrrentative Program of 

Work to be Offered by l10rdecai Ezekiel," l1ay 15, 
1925 

Tariff Paper 
Teaching Notes and Papers: Courses in Statistical 

l1ethods, 1923, 1926, 1927, 1929-30 
Teaching Notes and Papers: Courses in Price Ana+ysis, 

1926, 1928-2 9 , 1929-30 
Teaching Notes and Papers : Seminar in Research 

t'1ethods in Agricultural Economics , 1926 
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Teaching Notes and Papers: Courses in Price 
Analysis , 1926 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Statistics Laboratory, 
surruner, 1927 

Teaching Notes and Pa pers: Course in Sampling and 
Probability, 1929-30 

Teaching Notes and Papers : Course in Mathematical 
Economics , 1932 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Course in Pri ce Policies 
for Cooperatives , July-August , 1932 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Course , "Anal ytica l 
Methods i n ~gricultural Economic Research ," 
American University, 1932-33 

Teaching Notes and 
of Instability ," 

Teaching Notes and 
of Instability ," 

Papers : 
1936-39 
Papers: 
1936-39 

Semi nar, "The Economics 
(1) 
Seminar , "The Economics 

( 2) 
Teaching Notes and Papers : Student Papers on t h e 

"Economics of I nstability ," "Eggs ," by H. D. 
Termohl en , November , 1936 

Teaching Notes and Papers : Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability," "A Study of the Price
Making Forces in the Cotton Textile Industry,!! 
by l"lil1iam Crm, , ca . 1937 

Teaching Notes and Papers : Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability," "A Study of the Cement 
Industry ," by C. B . Barre, ca. 1937 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
IIEconomics of Ins"tabili ty I" "Analysis of the Auto
mobile Industry as to Economic Instability," by 
Raymond Eliason , February, 1937 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability , II "Crude Rubber ," by 
Gladys Eesley , April, 1937 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability ,lI "Factors Affecting the 
Production, Consump t i on and Price of Copper, II by 
Raymond Vernon , April , 1937 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
II Econornics of Instability ," IIInstability Analysis 
of the Cotton Production Indus·try in the United 
States ," by N. Koffsky and L. Ducoff , June , 1937 

Teaching Notes and Pape rs : Student Papers on the 
Economic s of Instability ,1I IIAnalysis of Rice Pro
duction, II by Fred Rossiter , June, 1937 
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Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability," "An Analysis of the 
Pig Iron Industry as to Its Economic Instability," 
by J acob Kaufman , June, 1937 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability ," "Monopolistic COITI-
peti tion in the Tobacco Industry," by Jas. Robinson, 
ca. 1938 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability," "Anal ysis of the Hous 
ing Industry with Reference to Economic Instability,lI 
by Kathryn Wylie, ca. 1938 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability, II 1150me Economic Informa
tion Relating to the Steel Industry," by Arley and 
Olin Timm , February, 1938 

Teaching Notes and Papers : Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability," "The Response of Ne.,., 
Construction in the Electric Utility Industry to 
the Demand for Power , II by ~'lent"'lorth VI. Peirce t 
September, 1938 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability,1I "The Automobile Indus
try," by Robert Solo , February, 1939 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability," "Economic Instability 
in the Crude Rubber Industry," by John deBeers, 
February , 1939 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Student Papers on the 
"Economics of Instability ," II Economic Instability 
in the Cotton Textile Industry," by Albert Ivestefeld, 
October , 1939 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Course, II Impact of Con
ditions in Industry Upon Agriculture.,." 1939 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Course, "Economic Prob
lems of the Postl<ar \'lorld," 1941- 42 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Course, "Problems of Re
construction and Full Employment, " 1945-46 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Course, "Revue of Statis
tics, II Asian Training Center, 1951 

Teaching Notes and Papers : Course I "Economic Fore
casting, II Asian Training Center, 1951 

Teaching Notes and Papers : Cour se , "Correlation 
Analysis ,1I International Center for Training in 
Agricultural Economics and Statistics , Rome, 1956 



CONTAINER CONTENTS 

Subject File, Continued 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Teaching Notes and Papers: Four Seminars in Eco 
nomic Development , February 11 to May 6 , 1963 , 
University of Maryland 
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Temporary National Economic Committee 
Tires and Tubes 
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Vlashington t1eetings, February-May , 1961 

Unit.ed Nations : Food and Agriculture Organization, 
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united Nations: Food and Agriculture Organization , 
\,orld Food Program , 1961-64 

United Nations: Food and Agriculture Organization , 
World Food Program , 1965-68 

united Nations: Food and Agriculture Organization, 
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1 946-48 (1) 
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United Nations : Food and Agriculture Organization , 
Correspondence and Other Miscellaneous , Undated 

united Nations : Food and Agriculture Organization, 
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Reports and Other Miscellaneous, 1963-65, Undated 
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1946-47 
United Nations Interim Commission on Food and 

Agriculture , 1944-45 
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Bretton \'Ioods, New Hampshire, July, 1944 

united States Government, Receipts and Expenditures 
University of Maryland: Honorary Degree, June, 1963 
Veatch, Roy 
Vocational Education 
Voluntary Domestic Allotment Plan 
von Szeliski, Victor: "Automobile Dealers ' Stocks," 

and IIl1a thematical Analysis of Price , Production, 
Stocks and Shipments of Copper," 1936 

Wage and Price Levels 
Wallace , Henry 
tvar 
~)orld Development Decade 
~·?orld War II: economic problems 
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Boost Their Market, II 

"On the Use of Partial 

Milk Folks' Golden Chance to 
May, 1922 
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"What Makes Hog Prices , II ~1arch , 1925 
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"The Assumptions Impl.ied in The Multiple Regression 

Equation , " September , 1925 
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Enterprises , " 1926 
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"The Great Cost-af- Production Fallacy , Ilea . 1926 
"Forecasting the Price of Hogs f II ca. 1926 
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Fluctuations of Economic Data , 1926 
"Correlation vii th Beef Pri ces , 1908 to 1914 , " 

February , 1926 
"Factors Affecting Farmers ' Earnings in Southeastern 

Pennsylvania ," April , 1926 
"Will a Lo\l1 Standard of Living Result in l40re Pro

duc tion and Force Out Those l-li th Higher Standards 
of Life?" June , 1926 
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