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The Boettiger papers contain family, business and personal correspond-
ence arranged alphabetically by subject or surname of correspondent.
The bulk of the collection is for the 1932 to 1950 time period and
covers Boettiger's association with the Chicago Tribune, Motion Pic-
ture Producers and Distributors of America, Inc., the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, the United States Army and the Arizona Times, Inc.
Business dealings for 1945-1948 both in Seattle and in Phoenix have
been filed under Arizona Times, Inc. since the corporation handled

the legal and financial affairs for both operations.

John R. Boettiger, while researching the book he has written about
his parents, obtained additional materials from his father's family,
friends and colleagues, from his mother and from his father's third
wife, Virginia. These items include correspondence and clippings
dealing mainly with John Boettiger's death and the life of his family
after his death. Some of this material has been added to the Boet-

tiger papers which accounts for.the fact that there are items dated
after 1950.

The papers have been arranged in one continuous series which is com-
prised of thirty-two containers. The content of each container is
indicated in the shelf list which follows.



[Clarence] John Boettiger was born in Chicago, I1linois on March 25,
1900 and spent most of his early life in that city. His secondary
education was interrupted when he enlisted in the United States Navy
during World War |. He returned to Englewood High School in 1919
and was graduated in January 1921.

Shortly after graduation, Boettiger began working as a reporter for
the City News Bureau. In August 1922 he started a brief stint with
the Chicago Evening American and the following year moved to the
Chicago Tribune where he stayed for nearly twelve years. Boettiger
attained considerable success as a Tribune reporter. By 1926, front
page articles were published under his byline. He covered a wide
range of topics, particularly in the fields of politics and crime.
Jake Lingle, a fellow Tribune reporter, was killed in a gangland mur-
der around 1930. Boettiger was assigned by the Tribune to cover the
story. He was actively involved in the investigation of the case
and was on the scene when the killer was apprehended. The case fur-
nished material for a book, Jake Lingle, written by John Boettiger
and published by E. P. Dutton in 1931.

Boettiger's work on the Lingle case and his reputation as an able re-
porter resulted in a new assignment which had a great effect on his
career. After the Democratic Convention in 1932, he was sent to
cover the presidential campaign of Franklin D. Roosevelt. Early in
the campaign he met Anna Roosevelt Dall, the candidate's only daugh-
ter. Their friendship deepened rapidly in the months which followed.
Boettiger went to Washington in March 1933 as assistant chief of the
Tribune's Washington Bureau and soon became a frequent guest at White
House affairs. At the same time, he was writing anti-New Deal arti-
cles for the Tribune. In order to resolve a potentially embarrassing
situation before he and Anna were married, Boettiger resigned from
the Tribune in December 1934. Col. Robert McCormick, owner of the
Chicago Tribune, suggested he might remain with the paper in a less
sensitive position but, instead, he accepted a job with Motion Pic-
ture Producers and Distributors of America, Inc. as assistant to

Will H. Hays. The organization was attempting to upgrade the film
industry and impose some censorship rules. Boettiger's duties seem
to have been in the areas of publicity and research.

John Boettiger and Anna Roosevelt were married on January 18, 1935

at the Roosevelt home in New York City. The ceremony was a quiet af-
fair attended only by a few members of the Roosevelt family. The
press was not informed until after the fact. The Boettigers lived

in New York City until December 1936 when John resigned from Motion
Picture Producers and Distributors of America, Inc., to become the
publisher of the Seattle (Washington) Post-Intelligencer. The Hearst-
owned paper had been shut down for three months by a Newspaper Guild




strike and was also in financial difficulty. Boettiger was given much
more authority in matters of editorial, news and business policy than
was customary for a Hearst publisher. Anna was appointed assistant
editor with special responsibility for the women's page. Although
John Boettiger had very little experience in the management of a news-
paper and Anna had none, the Post-Intelligencer did make substantial
increases in circulation and advertising under their leadership.

John Boettiger was nearly 42 years old when the United States entered
World War 11. His papers reveal the struggle between his desire to
play an active role in the war effort and his reluctance to leave his
family and the newspaper. There is also evidence of some pressure
from the President to have him join the four Roosevelt sons who were
already in uniform. In April 1943, he took a leave of absence from
the Post —Intelligencer and enlisted in the United States Army. After
a brief training period at the School of Military Government in
Charlottesville, Virginia, he was sent to North Africa. He landed
with the combat troops in Sicily and Salerno and helped to set up the
Military Government in ltaly. During the Teheran Conference he served
as an aide to President Roosevelt. He helped to handle the physical
~arrangements for dinners and meetings, drafted the Teheran Statement
to be issued at the close of the Conference and served as the Presi-
dent's personal representative to escort General Ismet Inonu of Turkey
to meet with Roosevelt and Churchill. Soon after the Teheran Confer-
ence, he was reassigned to the War Department in Washington, D.C. Ex-
cept for a brief tour of duty in Europe at the end of 1944, he remained
in Washington until his discharge in the summer of 1945,

When John Boettiger enlisted, Anna remained with the Post-Intelligencer
for a time but changes in leadership and philosophy made her position
quite difficult. Long before John left the Army they had decided he
could not return to his former position. The family returned to the
west coast in September 1945 with the intention of investing in a small
newspaper or shopping news which could be expanded. They also hoped

to obtain a controlling interest in a local radio station. They were
part owners of the Seattle Home News for a time but sold their holdings
in 1946 to devote all their time and capital to another project. By
this time, they had moved to Phoenix, Arizona and purchased the Phoenix
Shopping News, a free weekly publication, which they gradually expanded
into a paid daily paper, the Arizona Times. The radio station was never
acquired. Growth of the paper was handicapped by a shortage of news-
print and need for additional capital. In February 1948, Boettiger of-
ficially turned the management of the paper over to his wife who ran
the operation for approximately six months before the paper was sold.

John Boettiger travelled through Europe gathering material for articles
on post-war achievements and problems. After he returned to the United
States, he served as a consultant to the publisher of a small newspaper
in Lake Charles, Louisiana for a short time before joining a public re-
lations firm, Theodor Swanson and Co., in July 1949, He was still with
that agency at the time of his death on October 31, 1950.
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PAPERS OF JOHN BOETTIGER

1900-1950

CONTENTS

A - General

Ailshie, Margaret, 1941-1942
Ames, Lt. Col. John D., 1944

Arizona Times, Inc.:
(2 folders)
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Baruch, 1947
Arizona Times, Inc.:

Anna Boettiger, 1947

Arizona Times, Inc.:
Cowan, 1945-1947
Arizona Times, Inc.:

Daviss 1947
Arizona Times, Inc.:

Field, 1947-1948

Arizona Times, Inc.:
Geist, 1947-1948
Arizona Times, Inc.:

1945-1948
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Levin, 1947
Arizona Times, Inc.:

Shoenberg, 1946-1947

Arizona Times, Inc.:
Shoenberg, 1947
Arizona Times, Inc.:

1947-1948
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Trostel, 1947
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Ulhlein, Jr., 1947
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Ward, 1947
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Weinberg, 1947
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Arizona Times, Inc.:
Financial
Arizona Times, Inc.:

Financial, 1946-1949

Financial (lnactive)
Financial: Bernard M.

Financial: John and
Financial: Louis G.
Financial: Joscph E.

Financial: Marshall

Financial: |Irving
Financial: Joshdau Green,
Financial: Nathan W.
Financial: Robert H.
Financial: Sydney M.
Finéﬁcia]: Emil Sick,
Financial: Albert 0.
Financial: Joseph
Financial: Charles A.
Financial: ‘Sydney i i
Legal Papers
Statements

Phoenix Shopping News:

Republic and Gazette



CONTATNER CONTENTS

2 Arizona Times, Inc.: Seattle Home News:
Continued Circulation
Arizona Times, Inc.: Seattle Home News:
Howard Ellis, 1946-1948
Arizona Times, Inc.: Seattle Home News:
Financial
3 Arizona Times, Inc.: Seattle Home News:
; William Grettner, 1946-1947
Arizona Times, Inc.: Seattle Home News:
Einar Larson, 1946-1947
Arizona Times, Inc.: Seattle Home News:

Legal Papers

Arizona Times, Inc.: Seattle Home News:
Miscellaneous

Arizona Times, Inc.: Seattle Home News:
Production

Ash, Harry, 1936-1945

Ashley, Paul P., 1940-1947

Ba-Bo - General

Bancroft, William, 1937

Baruch, Bernard M., 1941
[See also Arizona Times, Inc.]

Beals, Walter B., 1942-1943

Beatty, Vernon D., 1946-1948

Bell, Ulric, 1937

Benson, Dr. Robert L., 1940-1942

Biddle, Francis, 1940-1941

L Boettiger, Adam C. and Dorothy, 1931-1940

(Parents)

Boettiger, Alice, 1933-1946 (First Wife)

Boettiger Children - Schools and Camps

Boettiger, Curtis R., 1940-1945 (Step-son -
Anna)

Boettiger, Dorothy, 1935-1937 (Step-daughter -
Alice)

Boettiger, Dorothy, 1938-1946

Boettiger, Eleanor, 1940-1950 (Step-daughter -
Anna)

Boettiger Family - Miscellaneous

Boettiger, Jack, 1935-1942 (Step-son - Alice)

5 Boettiger, John and Anna: Boats
Boettiger, John and Anna: Cars
Boettiger, John and Anna: Correspondence,
1932-January 1935



CONTAINER CONTENTS

5 Boettiger, John and Anna: Correspondence,
Continued 1935-March 1943
Boettiger, John and Anna: Seattle Post-
Intelligencer Memoranda, 1938-1943
Boettiger, John and Anna: Correspondence,
April-October 1943

6 Boettiger, John and Anna: Correspondence,
November 1943-February 1945
Boettiger, John and Anna: Correspondence,

1947-1950
Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial Matters,
1947-1949
Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: Bills,
1941-1946
7 Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: Income
Tax, 1932-1945
Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: Income

Tax, 1946-1948

Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: Stocks,
Bonds, Trusts, etc.

Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: Wills,
1947

Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: General
Operations Account, 1946

8 Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: Check-
books, cancelled checks and deposit books,
c. 1930-1948

9 Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: Check-
books, c. 1931-1945

10 Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: Cancelled
Checks, 1937-1943

11 Boettiger, John and Anna: Financial: Cancelled

Checks, 1937-1947

12 Boettiger, John and Anna: Houses in Seattle,
1936-1941
Boettiger, John and Anna: Suggested Houses,
1937-1941
Boettiger, John and Anna: Mercer Island House,
1941-1943

Boettiger, John and Anna: Mercer Island House,

194L-1946



CONTAINER

12
Continued

13

14

15

16

CONTENTS

Boettiger, John and Anna: Phoenix House,
1946-1948

Boettiger, John and Anna: Government
Shipment of Household Goods, 1945

Boettiger, John and Anna: Household File,
1937-1943

Boettiger, John and Anna: Household Help,
1936-1943

Boettiger, John: Military Records

Boettiger, John: Wartime Diary, May 11,
1943-March 9, 1944, November 10, 1944-
December 8, 1944

Boettiger, John: School of Military Govern-
ment 7

Boettiger, John: Military Reports, Press
Releases, etc. (2 Folders)

Boettiger, John: Military Clippings

Boettiger, John: Printed Matter (Military)
Boettiger, John: Military Affairs (3 Folders)

Boettiger, John: Personal
Boettiger, John: Writings
Boettiger, John: Death (2 Folders)

Boettiger, John R. (Son): Correspondence:
Family

Boettiger, John R.: Correspondence: General

Boettiger, John R.: Legal Matters

Boettiger, John R.: Medical Records

Boettiger, John R.: Memorabilia

Boettiger, John R Schools

Boettiger, Louis, 1936-1942 (Half-brother)

Boettiger, Wilfred 0., 1935-1960 (Brother)
Boettiger, W. 0., Jr., 1938-1943 (Nephew)
Bone, Homer T., 1936-1942

Bowman, Sydney, 1940-194]

Br-By - General

Brannon, Joe, 1939-1942

Brice, George F., 1941-1947

Broderick, Henry, 1938-1942

Brooks, C. Wayland, 1936-1937

Brougham, Royal (P-1),1937-1945

Brown and Bigelow (Newsprint)

Brown, G. Stewart, 1945

Bullitt, Dorothy (Radio Station), 1945-1946



CONTAINER CONTENTS

16 Bundesen, Dr. Herman N., 1937-1940
(Continued) Burnett, Charles, 1944-1945

Bye, George T., 1937-1939

17 Ca-C1 - General
' California Newspapers, 1947
Casey, Pat, 1937-1942
Chalfant, E. N., 1938-1943
Clark, Kenneth, 1936-1939
Clark, Kenneth, 1940-1945
Clein, Dr. Norman, 1939-1942
Clifton, Louise [Pearl] and Family
1936-1942 (Half-sister)
Clippings, c. 1936-1948
Co-Cu - General
Coffee, John M., 1939-194]
Costigan, Howard, 1938-1941
[See also Washington Commonwealth Federation]

18 D - General
Danz, John, 1938-1942
Davis, Smith, 1945-1947
Delano, Frederic A., 1936-1943
Democratic Clubs and Committees, 1937-1942
Donaldson, Hugh, 1940-1941
Donogh, Stanley and Marie, 1939-1952
Dore, John F., 1936-1937
Douglas, W. A. S., 1939-1941
Douglas, William 0., 1940-194]
Drury, John, 1941-1943
E - General
Early, Stephen T., 1937-1943
Eisenhower, D. D., 1941-1943
Elder, George and Dorothy, 1936-1950

(Sister)

Ellis, Charles, 1945-1947
Evans, George W., 1938-1941
Everett, Roy, 1942

19 F - General
Farley, James A., 1938-1942
Flugstad, Wilson D., 1937-1943
Flynn, Edward J., 1940-1941
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Inc.
Fraser, Robert C., 1930-1942
Fuller, Helen, 1940-1941
Fussell, E. B., 1940-1943



CONTAINER CONTENTS

19 G - General
(Continued) Gasoline Rationing

Gorey, Edward L., 1938-1942

Gortatowsky, J. D. (Hearst Mewspapers),
1941-1945

Grant, Joseph, 1938-1939

Gray, David and Maud, 1934

Grays Harbor Civil Rights Committee, 1940

Green, Joshau, 1938-1943
[See also Arizona Times, Inc]

Grey, Wheeler, 1945-1947

20 Ha - General
Haas, Saul, 1937-1942
Halsted, Anna Roosevelt, 1963, 1975-1976
Harrison Hot Springs Hotel
Hart, Vincent G., 1938-1940
Hawaii - Trip, 1940
Hays, Hinkle C., 1936-1940
Hays, Will H., 1935-1937
Hays, Will H., 1938-1946
He-Hu - General
Hitchcock, W. A., 19Lk
Hodes, Barnet, 1937-1941
Holness, Ivan and Katie, 1940-1945
Hooker, Harry S., 1940-1942
Hopkins, Harry L., 1938-1944
Hulburd, Dave, 1940-1942
Hume, Edgar Erskine, 1944-1947

I - General
Ickes, Harold L., 1939-1947 -
[See also U.S. Govt.: Interior]

Imperial, George, 1937-1938

21 Insurance - General, 1936-1939
Insurance - General, 1940-1941
Insurance - General, 1942
Insurance - General, 1943-1948
Insurance - Life, 1938-1944
Insurance - National Service Life,

1943-1948
J - General
K - General
Kelly, Edward J., 1937-1942
Kennedy, Joseph P., 1937-1942
[See also U.S. Govt.: Maritime Commission]
Kirschner, Walter, 1945-1947



CONTAINER

22

23

CONTENTS

Kitchel, Denison (Arizona Times, lInc.),
1945-1947

KPHO - Phoenix, AZ Radio Station

L - General

Ladies Home Journal

Laski, Harold J., 1939

Laughead, Gordon, 1938-1942

Lewis, Sen. J. Hamilton, 1936-1943

Lewis, Marie, 1937-1942 (Sister)

Littell, Norman, 1938-1941

Littell, Norman, 1942-1943

Little Country Homes

Littie, Herbert S., 1938-1940

Lubin, 1sador, 1942

Mc-Mac - General

McCormick, Robert (Chicago Tribune),
1933-1940

McGovern, E. B., 1938-1940

Mclntyre, Marvin, 1937-1943

McKenzie, Maurice (MPPDA), 1936-1940

M - General

Magnuson, Warren G., 1937-1943

Malatesta, Andrew, 1944-1945

Maloney, J. L. [Pat] (Chicago Tribune),
1935-1942

Martin, Clarence D., 1937-1939

Maverick, Maury, 1943

Meigs, Merrill C., 1938-1941]

Meisels, Max, 1939~1940

Mercer Island Nursery School

Milani, J. L., 1937-1938

Morgenthau, Henry, Jr., 1938-1945
[See also U.S. Govt.: Treasury]

Motion Picture Producers and Distributors
of America, Inc.

Mullen, J. A., 1937-194]

N - General

National Press Club, Washington

National Committee of Independent
Voters - David K. Niles

Nizer, Louis, 1938-1941

Norway, Crown Prince of, 1942-1947

Norway - Newsprint
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24

25

26

CONTENTS

Printed Matter

Reader's Digest, July 1944 (2 copies)

It's Your Money by Burnet Hodes, 1935

Journey for Margaret by W. L. White, 1941

Northern Lights to Fields of Gold by

Stanley Scearce, 1939
Economic Survey of the American Merchant

Marine, 1937
Joaquin Miller, 1936

0 - General

0'Connor, J. F. T., 1937-1942

P - General

Pearson, Drew, 1937-1940

Perkins, S. A., 1937-1942

Peters, W. E., 1940-1943

Pettey, Tom (MPPDA), 1936-1940
Pettijchn, Charles C. (MPPDA), 1936-1942
Phoenix Country Club

Polvogt, Dr. L. M., 1941

President's Birthday Celebration, 1937-

1940

Q - General

R - General

Rainier Club, Seattle

Rathbun, Charles F., 1937-1945

Richloy - Smelting Process

Robert, Lawrence W., Jr. ['Chip'"], 1939~

1943

Roberts, Joseph D., 1938-1943
Robertson, Ted, 1942-1943

Roddan, Edward L., 1937-1943
Roosevelt, Eleanor, 1932-1949, 1963

(2 folders)

Roosevelt, Elliott, 1937-1940
Roosevelt, Franklin D., 1937-1943
Roosevelt, Franklin D., Western Trip in

1334

Roosevelt, Franklin D., Miscellaneous
Roosevelt, Franklin, Jr., 1937-1948
Roosevelt, G. Hall, 1940-194]
Roosevelt, James, 1937-1947
Roosevelt, John, 1937

Roosevelt, Sara D., 1937-1940



CONTAINER CONTENTS

27 Rosenbaum, L. N., 1937-1940

Rothacker, Watterson R., 1939-1942

Ruppel, Louis, 1936-1942

Ryan, George E., 1938-1939

Sa-Se - General

Sargent, John A., 1940-1942

Schmidt, Dr. Louis, 1937-1943

Schmitt, Nicholas (Seattle Home News),
1946

Schwellenbach, Hon. Lewis B., 1938-1942

Scoyen, E. T., 1936-1938

Secret Service

Seattle Post-Intelligencer: Budget
Matters

Seattle Post-Intelligencer: Circulation

Seattle Post-Intelligencer: Economy
Measures, 1937

28 Seattle Post-Intelligencer: General
Seattle Post-intelligencer: Profit and
Loss Statements
Sh-Sw - General
Sheehan, Winfield, 1939-1941
Sick, Emil, 1938-1943
[See also Arizona Times, Inc.]
Socrates, Nicholas A., 1942-1943
Somerville, James W., 1939-1942
Southern Pacific Co.
Speeches
Steele, Dr. Kyle B., 1937-1942
Stevenson, Edward F., 1937-1940
Strack, Phil (People's National Bank), 1946
Sun Valley, ldaho
Swenson, Joel (MPPDA), 1938-1942

29 T.- General _

Thomas, Lowell, 1936, 1940

Thompson, Lester (MPPDA), 1937-1941

Thompson, Malvina, 1937-1945

Time

Trumball, Walter (MPPDA), 1936-1943

U - General

Unidentified

United States Government: Department of
Agriculture

United States Government: Department of
Commerce



CONTAINER CONTENTS

29 United States Government: Federal Works
(Continued) ' Agency
United States Government: Immigration
Service

United States Government: Department of
Interior, 1937-1940

United States Government: Department of
Interior, 1941-1943

30 United States Government: Department of

Labor :

United States Government: Maritime Commis-
sion

United States Government: Department of the
Navy

United States Government: Office for Emergency
Management

United States Government: Post Office Depart-
ment

United States Government: Reconstruction
Finance Corporation
United States Government: Treasury Department
United States Government: Other Departments
V - General
W - General
Wallace, Henry A., 1940-1942
Watlgren, Mon C., 1940-1943
Ward, Charles A., 1946-1947
[See also Arizona Times, Inc.]
Washington Commonwealth Federation
White House

31 X-Y-Z - General
Yorke, Gabriel S. (MPPDA), 1937-1942
Young Democratic Clubs of Washington
Young, Russell, 1941, Jan-June 1946
Young, Russell, July-Dec 1946
Young, Russell, 1947
[See also Arizona Times, Inc.]

*32 Birthday card from the P-1 Staff
Meritorious Service Award, April 9, 1945
Englewood High School Diploma, Jan 28, 1921

Oversize



