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The Boe tti ge r papers contain family, bus iness and persona l correspond
ence a rranged alphabetically by subject o r surname of correspondent. 
The bulk of the collection i s for the 1932 to 1950 time per iod and 
covers Boettiger's assoc iation with the Chicago Tribune , Motion Pic
ture Produce rs and Distributors of Amer ica, Inc., the Seat tl e Pos t 
Int e lli gence r, the United States Army and the Arizona Times, In c . 
Bus iness deal ings fo r 1945 -1 948 both in Sea ttl e and in Phoen i x have 
been filed under Ar izona Ti mes , Inc. s ince the corporation handled 
the l egal and financial affai r s for both operations. 

John R. Boettiger, while researchin g the book he has written about 
hi s parents, obtained additional ma t er ials from hi s father's family, 
friends and colleagues, from his mother and from his father's third 
wife, Virg inia. These items inc l ude correspondence and cl ipp ings 
deal ing mainly with John Boettiger's death and the life of his fa mily 
af ter his death. Some of this mate ri al ha s been added t o the Boet
ti ge r papers which accounts for . the fact that the re are items dated 
after 1950. 

The papers have been ar ranged in one continuous series wh i ch i s com
pri sed of thirty-two containers. The content of eac h container i s 
indicat ed in the shelf 1 i s t which follows. 



[Cl arence] John Boettiger was born in Chicago, III inois on March 25 , 
1900 and spent most of hi s early 1 ife in that city. Hi s seconda ry 
education was interrupted when he en li sted in the United States Navy 
during ~lorld War I. He returned to Englewood High School in 1919 
and was graduated in · January 192 1. 

Sho rtl y afte r graduation, Boettige r began working as a reporter for 
the City News Bureau. In August 1922 he started a brief st int with 
the Chicago Evening Amer ican and the fo ll ow in g year moved to the 
Chicago Tribune whe re he stayed for nearly twelve years. Boettiger 
attained considerable success as a Tribune re porter. By 1926, front 
page articles were publ ished under his byline. He cove red a wi de 
range of t op ics, particularly in the fields of pol iti cs and crime. · 
J ake Lingle, a fellow Tribune reporter, was killed i n a gangland mur
der around 1930. Boettiger was assigned by t he Tr ibune to cover the 
story. He was actively in vo l ved in the investigation of the ca se 
and was on the scene when the killer was apprehended. The case fur
ni shed mate ri a l for a book, Jake Lingle, written by John Boettiger 
and published by E. P. Dutton in 193 1. 

Boett i ge r' s wo r k on the Lingle case a~d his reputation as an able re
porter resulted in a new ass i gnment which had a grea t effect on his 
career. After the Democratic Convention i n 1932, he I"as sent to 
cover the presidential campa i gn of Franklin D. Roosevelt. Earl y in 
the campaign he met Anna Rooseve lt Da ll, t he candidate's on ly daugh
ter. Their friendship deepened rapid l y in the mo nth s wh i c h f o ll owed. 
Boet ti ger \Vent to ~!ashington in March 1933 as ass i stant ch ief of the 
Tribune's Hashington Bureau and soon became a frequent guest at ~/h it e 

House affairs. At the same time, he was wr it ing anti-New Dea l art i 
cles for the Tri bune . In orde r to resolve a potentially emba rrassing 
situation before he and Anna \Ve re ma rr ied, Boett i ge r resigned from 
the Tribun e in December 1934 . Col. Robe rt McCorm ick, owner of the 
Chicago Tri bune , suggested he mi ght remain with the paper in a l ess 
sens iti ve posltion but, instead, he accepted a job with Motion Pic
ture Producers and Distributors of Amer i ca, Inc. as ass i stan t to 
Will H. Hays. The orga ni zation was attempting to upgrade the film 
industry and impose some censorship ru l es . Boett i ger ' s dut ies seem 
to have been in the a reas of publ icity and research. 

John Boett iger and Anna Rooseve l t were mar ri ed on January 18 . 1935 
at the Roosevelt home in New York City. The ceremony was a quiet af 
fair attended on l y by a few members of the Roosevelt fam il y. The 
press was not info rmed until after the fact. The Boettigers li ved 
in Nel'! York City unti l December 1936 when John resigned fromMotion 
Picture Producers and Distributo r s of Ame ri ca, Inc., to become the 
pub l isher of the Seattle (l1ash ington) Post- Inte l 1 igencer. The Hearst
owned paper had been shut down for three·months by a Newspaper Guild 



) 

) 

strike a nd was a l so in finan c ial difficulty. Boe ttiger was given much 
more authority in matters of e·d itor ia l, news and bu s iness po l icy tha n 
was cu stoma ry fo r a Hearst pub 1 i sher . Anna 'vas appointed assistant 
editor with special responsibil ity for the women' s page . Although 
John Boet ti ger had very 1 ittl e expe ri ence in the managemen t of a news
pa per and Anna had none , the Post-Intell i gencer did make substantial 
increases in circulation a nd adve rtising under the ir l eade r s hi p~ 

John Boet ti ger was nea rl y 42 yea r s old when the United States entered 
~fo rld Wa r II. Hi s pape r s revea l the st ruggle bet,veen his des ire t o 
play an active role in the war effort and hi s re luct ance to l eave hi s 
family and the newspape r. The re is also evidence of some pressure 
from the President to have him join the four Rooseve lt sons who were 
already in uniform. In Ap ril 1943 , he took a leave of absence from 
the Post - · Intell i gencer and enl i s ted in the United States Army. After 
a brie f training period a t the Schoo l of Military Government in 
Charlottesv ille, Virgini a, he was sent to North Af ri ca . He l anded 
with the combat troop s in Sicily and Salerno a nd helped to se t up the 
Mil itary Government in Ita ly. During the Tehe ra n Confe ren ~e he served 
as an aide to President Rooseve lt. He helped t o handle the physical 

. arrangements for dinners and meet ings, drafted the Tehera n Statement 
to be issued at the cl ose of the Conference and se rved as the Presi 
dent's personal rep re sen t at i ve t o esco r t General Ismet Inonu of Tur key 
to meet with Rooseve lt and Chu r chill. Soon after t he Teheran Confer
ence, he was reass igned t o t he 'far Depa rtment in Washington, D.C. Ex
cept for a brief tour o f duty in Europe a t the end of 1944, he rema in ed 
in Washington until hi s discharge in the s umme r of 1945. 

When John Boettiger enl i sted , Anna remained with the Post-Intell igencer 
for a ti me but changes in l eaders hip and philosophy made her position 
quite di ff icul t . Lon g befo re John left the Army t hey had dec ided he 
could not return t o hi s former position. The f am il y retu rned to the 
west coast in Septembe r 19115 with the intenti oo of invest ing in a small 
newspaper or s hoppi ng news which could be expa nded. They also hoped 
to obtain a controll in g interest in a l oca l radio s t at ion . They were 
part owners of the Seatt l e Home News f or a ti me but so l d thei r ho l d in gs 
in 19116 to devote a ll their ti me and capital t o anothe r proj ect. By 
this ti me, they had moved t o Phoeni x, Arizon a and purchased the Phoenix 
Shopping News, a free week l y pub l icat ion, whi ch they gradual l y expanded 
into a paid daily paper, the Ar i zona Ti mes . The radio s t at ion was never 
acq uired. Growth of the paper vias ha nd icapped by a shor tage of ne" IS
print a·nd need for additional cap ital. In Feb r uary 1948, Boettiger of
ficiall y turned the mana gement of the paper ove r to hi s wife who ran 
the ope ration for approximately six mont hs before the paper Vias sold. 

John Boettiger travelled through Europe gathe rin g materia l for a rti c l es 
on post-war ach ievements and problems . Af t er he returned t o the United 
States, he served as a consu l tant to the publ i she r of a sma ll neVispape r 
in Lake Charles, Loui s iana for a shor t t ime befo re join)ng a publ ic re
lations firm, Theodo r Swanson and Co., in Jul y 1949 . He was st ill wi th 
tha t agency at the ti me of hi s dea t h on October 31, 1950 . 
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