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FRANCIS BIDDLE 

Biogr aphical Ske t c h 

Born into a weal thy Philadelphia f amily in 1886 , 
Francis Bidd l e was a Groton and Harv a rd graduate . Af t e r 
Harvard La w School he served for one year as sec retary 
to Supreme Court Justice Olive r Wendell Ho l mes. 

A practicing attorney in Philadelphia f o r twenty - f i v e 
yea r s , Mr. Biddle was named in 1934 the first chairman of 
the National . Lab or Relations Board, f i lling that post for 
one year . In 1 939 Presiden t Roose ve l t made him judge of 
th e Third Circuit Court of Appeals . In 1940 h e was 
appointed Solicitor Gene ra l and i n September 1 94 1 Attorney 
Gene ral . After leaving that post in May 1945, Mr . Biddle 
was appo i nted u . S . member of the I nternational Military 
Tribunal that tried the Nazi war criminals a t Nuremburg . 

From 1 947 until h is death in 1968, Mr . Biddle was 
ac tive as a spe aker and as a writer . Among the organi 
zations he work ed with were the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Memorial Commission and the Americans for Democrat ic 
Action , the l atter of which he headed as national cha ir
man from 1950 t o 1953 . 



Most of the material in this collection is from Mr . 
Biddle ' s tenure as Attorney Ge ne ral, with a few items 

from his year as Solicitor General. Justic e De pa rtment 

r eports and memos , speeches , general corr e spondenc e , notes 

o n Cab inet meetings, and notes on conferences with Presi

dent Roosevelt form the bulk of the papers g iven to the 

Roosevelt Libr~ry. Other items in the collect i o n have 

been grouped by s ub j ec t; and incoming correspondence has 

be e n filed alphabetically by name of corre spondent under 

the heading " Correspondence ." A few carbons o f outgoing 

cor respondenc e were in th ese papers . 

It appear s that Mr. Biddle made use of this material 

(although he did not arrange it under subj ec t headings) 

in the writing o f his autobiography. Howe ver , the Papers 

of Franc i s Biddl e are not the complete Justice Dep a rtment 

r e cords created during his tenure as Attorne y General . 
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Rauschenbush, "Our Conservative Job;" 
Zenger. 

Curti - Roots of American Loyalty, etc. 
XIX Barrett-Teney Committee, etc. 
Control of American Foreign Policy II 
Manuscript Volume III Labor Board 
Manuscript Volume IV Labor Board 
Notes on Reading, July 1961 
I Notes - I Randolph, etc. 
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Loyalty Britannica, etc. 
Equality - Tawney, etc. 
Congress at Crossroads 
Emerson and Helfield - "Loyalty Among 

, Government Employees." 

VIII Congdon Case, etc. 
"Communism in Action," etc. 
XIII Federal Information Controls in 

Peacetime, etc. 
Bryce Parts II and III 
Bryce Parts III and IV 
Articles and Lectures 
Articles and Lectures: Freedom in u.S. 
1953 Articles and Speeches 
President - Office Powers 



Container 

7 
Continued 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Contents 

Democracy in America II 
Beard's Rise of Civilization 
Notes - Santayana, etc. 
Bryce's American Commonwealth . Part I 

National Government 
Foreign Affairs, October 1947 
Speeches, 1940-1945 
Clippings 

Solicitor General PRR-131 
A Virginia Gentleman and His Family 
Tennessee Valley Authority Report 
Francis Biddle Practice Volume II 
Francis Biddle Practice Volume III 
Francis Biddle Miscellaneous 
VI Loyalty Review Board 
IX Hollywood on Trial 
Stryker - For the Defense VII, etc. 
I Block - Concert Your Changing Loyalties 

(Cont.), etc. 
II Laski - The American Democracy, etc. 

SCRAPBOOKS 

1912 Presidential Campaign 
1927-1934 

1935-1940 Volume VIII 
Labor Board, Volume V, Oct. 1934-Mar. 1935 

Labor Board II, Volume VI, 1935-1938 
"Jennings Case," Nov. 1936-Dec. 1939 
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Attorney General IV June-Oct. 1942 
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Book Reviews: A Casual Past; Justice Holmes, 
Natural Law, and the Supreme Court; In 
Brief Authority. 

Book Reviews: The World's Best Hope. 
Poems and Jingles 
Addresses 1941 

Addresses 1942 
Letters: A-F, 1941 Volume I 

Congratulations on Appt. as Atty. Gen. 

Letters: G-M, 1941 Volume II 
Congratulations on Appt. as Atty. Gen. 
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