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Teachable Moments in Your Classroom

The Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum’s Education Department is proud to present this fourteen
part curriculum guide titled, Teachable Moments: World War I1. This guide has been developed for teachers
as a multi-purpose teaching tool. It contains material appropriate for students in all grade levels from 4th-
12th grade, and beyond.

The guide is centered on fourteen short film segments which are the core of the “teachable moments.” These
were created by the Pare Lorentz Center from archival film footage and still photographs culled from the
holdings of the Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum; part of the National Archives and Records
Administration. With more than 17 million pages of documents, it is the world’s premier research center for
the study of the Roosevelt era.

The segments are suitable for classroom viewing and are designed to provide a short, concise presentation
of an historic topic or event. Each is supported with a transcript of the segment’s script and is accompanied
by a set of short answer questions. Copies of historic primary source documents, each with its own set of
in-depth questions, are provided to give students experience gathering and interpreting information from a
variety of primary sources.

When viewed in sequence the teachable moments’ segments tell the story of the world’s most deadly and
destructive conflict. When viewed selectively, they can be used as points of departure to highlight the
current connections between the issues and concerns we face in our own times and those that were faced in
the times of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.

For example:

Tab 7: December 7, 1941: A Date which will Live in Infamy - offers a useful parallel between the surprise
attack on December 7, 1941 and the surprise attack on September 11, 2001.

Tab 8: Japanese American Internment - offers an intriguing historic case study about the importance of
protecting civil rights against racial profiling, an issue that is still very much alive today.

Tab 9: The Home Front - explores how the war created economic opportunity for women and minorities,
and helped encourage the growth, importance, and influence of labor unions: issues we still grapple with
today.

We are sure you will find other ways to use this material to highlight important historic and contemporary
events for your classes. Any questions you may have regarding this guide can be addressed by the Library’s
education specialist at Jeffrey.urbin@nara.gov or (845) 486-7761.

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Teachable Moments: World War 11
Combining Documents and Documentaries for Use in the Classroom

This curriculum package is aimed at meeting two goals. The first is to help students realize that, at
the most basic level, understanding an event in history uses the same skills as understanding any
story. There are protagonists, antagonists, settings, plots, and themes that all combine to complete
a narrative. Pare Lorentz, FDR’s ground-breaking film maker, was one of the first to recognize

the power of a compelling story - as told through film - to educate and inform mass audiences of
important social issues and concerns.

The second goal is to familiarize students with the use of primary sources, especially vintage

film clips, and to train them in using documents, and documentary film based historical research
techniques. Interpreting historical documentary film and documents helps students gain a better
understanding of history as the rich tapestry that it is, rather than a series of loosely connected facts,
dates, and events. It also helps them to develop and refine their critical thinking skills.

This guide contains a series of fourteen sections relating to events surrounding World War I1. Each
section is comprised of:

» ashort documentary film segment compiled from the audio visual archives of the
Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

» atranscript of the film segment’s script

* relevant vocabulary words

» short answer questions relating to the film segments

» one to five primary source documents from the archival collection of the Roosevelt
Presidential Library and Museum

» document based questions

» document analysis worksheets for film diagramming, written documents, photographs,
and political cartoons

This guide is made possible through a grant from the New York Community Trust.

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Documents and Documentaries for Use in Today’s Classroom

Who was Pare Lorentz?

Pare Lorentz was born on December 11, 1905 in Clarksburg, West Virginia and graduated from Buckhannon
High School in 1921. He attended West Virginia Wesleyan University for a year and in 1923 transferred

to West Virginia University where he became the editor of the University’s humor magazine, Moonshine.
Within a year he was hired by the popular humor magazine, Judge, and soon after became the magazine’s
motion picture critic.

Before long he was writing film critiques for the New York Evening Journal, Vanity Fair, Town and Country,
and later McCalls. Pare Lorentz was not afraid to hold an unpopular position and his film reviews were
known for their directness and honesty. He strongly believed that movies held enormous potential for
advancing social justice and education, two qualities he felt were being stifled in Hollywood by corporate
and commercial interests.

Fascinated by the Roosevelt presidency, Pare Lorentz tried unsuccessfully to raise funds to produce a film
titled The Roosevelt Year. He described the film’s concept as a “Newsreel of the tragic events that were going
on in our country...including foreclosures on homes, dispossession of farms, and the failure of [the] banks.”
Unable to raise the necessary funds, he converted the concept to a book which was published in 1934

under the same title. A year later he was introduced to Rex Tugwell, Roosevelt’s chief of the Resettlement
Administration. Together they planned to make eighteen “films of merit” which were to be produced by

the federal government and of sufficient quality to be shown on commercial screens. The two most famous

films to come from this project were: The Plow That Broke the Plains and The River.
You can learn more about the life and work of Pare Lorentz by visiting us online at:

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu

www.parelorentzcenter.org

wwwyoutube.com/fdrlibrary
www.facebook.com/PareLorentzCenterattheFDRPresidentialLibrary

or by contacting the Library’s Education Specialist at 845-486-7761.

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Using Documentary Film to Improve Document Analysis

History as a Narrative; a Story

Pare Lorentz understood the importance and power of a well told story. If we consider that history exists
as a narrative; that is a story; it would stand to reason that any person who can understand a story can
understand an historic narrative.

A story has a beginning: where we are introduced to the setting, the main characters - protagonists (generally
considered the “good guys”) and antagonists (generally considered the “bad guys™) - supporting characters,
the theme, tone, and mood.

A story has a middle: where the protagonist and the antagonist come into some sort of conflict with each
other and then struggle to resolve it.

A story has an end: where the conflict between the protagonist and the antagonist has been resolved and
from which lessons (perhaps a moral) can be identified. The significance of the lessons and moral, and the
methods used by the protagonist and antagonist to resolve their conflict can then be examined and debated.

Stories Teach Us Lessons

An historic narrative exists with elements that we are all familiar with from a young age. These elements
when placed in an historic context and carefully examined (as a detective would examine clues while trying
to solve a crime) can teach us many lessons about our past and perhaps our future. As children we are

read and told stories as a form of entertainment, yet from these stories we were taught many lessons. For
example, the wise pig builds his home from bricks, not twigs or grass.

A key difference is that unlike a story, an historic narrative is not read by a narrator or played out through a
script; it unfolds through the deeds (actions) of many players and is told by primary source documents (the
records of those actions). The records, like pieces of a puzzle, must be carefully examined, compared, and
brought together as a whole in order for a clearer and more meaningful understanding of an historic event to
emerge.

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Index of Segments and Documents

Tab 1: Document Analysis Worksheets
Worksheets:
*  Film Diagramming Worksheet
e Written Document Analysis Worksheet
e Photograph Analysis Worksheet
e Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

Tab 2: Prelude to War
Documents:
e Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.
* Political cartoon, “Dr. Roosevelt’s Prescription,” Portland (Ore.) Journal, October 6, 1937.
* Political cartoon, “No One Can Be Sure,” Chicago (Ill.) News, October 31, 1936.

Tab 3: Reluctant Neutral
Documents:
* Radio address of the President, regarding the United State’s neutrality policy, September 3, 1939.
* Political cartoon, “Which is the best way of Securing National Unity,” Chicago, Ill. Tribune,
October 22, 1940.

Tab 4: Arsenal of Democracy
Documents:
* Transcript of HR 1776, the Lend-Lease Act, 1941 (U.S. National Archives and Records
Administration).
» Secretary of the Navy to President Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding Lend-Lease war materials,
undated.
* Political cartoon, “Sky Writing,” Washington, D.C. Post, November 1, 1940.

Tab 5: Trouble in Asia

Documents:

* Excerpt of memoranda from the Papers of Sumner Welles, referencing the freezing of Japanese
assets in the U.S., July 1941.

* Telegram to President Roosevelt from Governor Charles Sprague, suggesting that the U.S. take a
strong position against Japanese aggression in Asia, February, 20, 1941.

* Political cartoon, “A Modern Nursery Rhyme,” Christian Science Monitor, Boston, MA,
December 5, 1941.

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Tab 6: The Four Freedoms
Documents:
*  Excerpt from President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Four Freedoms” speech, January 6, 1941.
*  “Freedom from Fear” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
*  “Freedom from Want” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
*  “Freedom of Speech” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
*  “Freedom of Worship” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.

Tab 7: December 7, 1941: A Date Which Will Live in Infamy
Documents:
* Map of the 1941 Pearl Harbor attack, including the routes of Japanese carrier strike forces and
submarine units, undated.
* Eleanor Roosevelt’s remarks regarding the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.
* President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Day of Infamy” speech, December 7, 1941.
* Political cartoon, [untitled], Washington D.C. Star, December 11, 1941.
* Political cartoon, “Taxpayer’s Prayer,” N.Y. Sun, New York, January 9, 1942.

Tab 8: War!
Documents:
* Telegram from Ambassador Bullitt to the President regarding Germany’s attacks on France, May
14, 1940.
* FDR’s bedside note recording his notification of Germany’s invasion of Poland, September 1,
1939, 3:05 A.M.

* Telegram to the President from Joseph Kennedy reporting the need for more war supplies in
Britain, May 15, 1940.

Tab 9: Japanese American Internment
Documents:
* U.S. Executive Order 9066, authorization of Japanese relocation, February 19, 1942,
* Wartime Civil Control Committee Broadside, “Instructions to All Persons of Japanese Ancestry,”
April 1, 1941.

Tab 10: The Home Front
Documents:
* President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s war ration book cover, undated.
* Memo to Franklin D. Roosevelt, from Wilson Brown, explaining that his son, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Jr. was not harmed in the attack on the USS Mayrant, July 29, 1943.
* Application for a gasoline ration card, Office of Price Administration, undated.
e War Manpower Committee poster, “Longing won’t bring him home sooner...Get a War Job!” undated.
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Tab 11: Towards Racial Equality
Documents:
e U.S. Executive Order 8802 signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on June 25, 1941.
* Memo regarding the “employment of negro man power in war”, November 10, 1925.
* Photograph of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and “Chief” Charles Alfred Anderson, 1941.

Tab 12: The Holocaust
Documents:
* Letter to Eleanor Roosevelt regarding the situation in Germany, July 24, 1935.
* Political cartoon, “The 10-Year Book Shelf,” Philadelphia P.A. Record, January 30, 1943.

Tab 13: The Atomic Bomb

Documents:
* Letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Albert Einstein and FDR’s response, August 2,
1930.

*  “Tube Alloys” memo regarding President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill’s discussion
about the use of the Atomic bomb against the Japanese, September 18, 1944,

Tab 14: The United Nations
Documents:
* President Roosevelt’s sketch of UN, November 30, 1943.
* Political cartoon (Eleanor Roosevelt), “A Tree Grows in Manhattan,” undated.
* FDR’s proposed list of nations that would be included in the United Nations with his notations
that certain countries be listed on their own, not as part of the British Empire, undated.
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Analysis Worksheets for Use in the Classroom
We have prepared four worksheets for you to download, copy, and use with your students. These sheets
were prepared by National Archives staff in Washington and modified by the Education Department of the
Roosevelt Presidential Library to be used as guides for students as they examine and extract information
from primary source material.

* Film Diagramming Worksheet — for use with films and videos

» Written Document Analysis Worksheet — for use with documents such as letters, reports, newspapers,
magazines, certificates and so forth

* Photograph Analysis Worksheet — for use with photographs

 Cartoon Analysis Worksheet — for use with political cartoons

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

1) Carefully study the cartoon for two minutes. Form an overall impression of the cartoon and examine
individual elements contained therein. List the people, objects and symbols found in the cartoon.

2) What (if any) words appear in the cartoon? Which of these words appear to be most significant? Why?

3) What is the date of the cartoon?

4) To what issue is the artist seeking to bring attention?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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CARTOON ANALYSIS WORKSHEET WORLD WAR II

5) What statement or point-of-view does the artist seem to be making or taking? What is his/her message?

6) Explain why you agree or disagree with the artist’s statement or point-of-view?

7) Compare the issue or concern portrayed in the cartoon to one we face today.

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Photograph Analysis Worksheet

1) Carefully study the photograph for two minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then
examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new
details become visible. List the people, objects, and activities found in this photograph.

2) Based on what you have observed above, list 3 things you might infer from this photograph.

3) What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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PHOTOGRAPH ANALYSIS WORKSHEET WORLD WAR II

4) Write two or three sentences that describe what you think happened in the moments immediately
preceding the creation of the photograph.

5) Write two or three sentences that describe what you think happened in the moments immediately
following the creation of the photograph.

6) Write a caption for the photograph.

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Film Diagramming Worksheet

Subject, Topic, or Event Title:

The Beginning

1) What is the Setting? Date: Place:

2) What is the mood or tone?

3) Who is/are the Protagonist(s)?

4) Who is/are the Antagonist(s)?

The Middle

1) Source/nature of the conflict:

2) What is the pace/tempo of events?

The End

1) How was the conflict resolved?

2) What consequences resulted from the way the conflict was resolved?

3) Describe an alternative way the conflict might have been resolved.

4) How might the conflict have been avoided in the first place?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Written Document Analysis Worksheet
1) Type of Document (Check one):

__ Newspaper ___Map ____Advertisement

_ Letter __ Telegram __Congressional Record
___Patent ___ Press Release __ Census Report
___Memorandum ___Report ____Other

2) Unique Physical Qualities of the Document (Check one or more):

___Interesting Letterhead ___ Notations
____Handwritten ___ “Received” Stamp

_ Typed ___Other Types of Stamps
__ Seals __ Other

3) Date(s) of Document:

4) Position of Author (or Creator) of the Document:

5) For what Audience was the Document intended?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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6) Document Information

A. List three things you think are important about the document:

B. Why do you think this document was created? What evidence supports this?

C. List two things the document tells you about the life and times of its author/creator.

D. Write a question to the author that you think is left unanswered by the document.

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Prelude to War

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

World-wide economic problems helped to fuel the tensions that led to World War 1.
Film Script

Quote 1:

“So first of all let me assert my firm belief, that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself...”
- Franklin D. Roosevelt

When Franklin Roosevelt took office in 1933, Americans were struggling to survive in a world churning
with economic problems and increasing tension and aggression overseas.

As the Great Depression engulfed the globe, millions experienced hard times; they lost their jobs, their
savings, and their ability to provide for their families.

In democratic countries political gridlock and bickering hampered efforts to resolve the economic crisis.

In some countries authoritarian dictators such as Hitler in Germany, Mussolini in Italy, and the new military
government in Japan, took advantage of the fear and chaos, and came to power promising solutions backed
by military power and territorial expansion.

Quote 2:

“It seems to be unfortunately true that the epidemic of world lawlessness is spreading.”
- Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Short Answer Questions

1) What did Franklin Roosevelt mean when he said we had ‘nothing to fear but fear itself?’

2) What problems did Franklin Roosevelt face when he became president in 1933?

3) What impact did the Great Depression have on families?

4) What hampered the government’s efforts to address and solve the economic problems facing the United
States?

5) In what ways did authoritarian dictatorships take advantage of the economic problems in their countries?

Vocabulary
Great Depression - period of severe economic hardship lasting in the United States from 1929 to 1941

Political gridlock - inaction caused by the inability of political groups or parties to compromise and/or
agree on a course of action

Authoritarian dictators -leaders who demand and exercise total control over their people
Adolf Hitler - Chancellor of Germany from 1933-1945, creator and head of the Nazi Party

Benito Mussolini -Fascist Dictator of Italy from 1922 to 1943

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) Review President Roosevelt’s May 7, 1933 “Fireside Chat” and underline the sections where he describes
how the declining economic conditions in the United States could impact our national institutions, spiritual
values, American political traditions, and national resources and infrastructure.

2) What does the President propose to do to improve our economic conditions and thus reduce the
threat to national institutions, spiritual values, American political traditions, and national resources and

infrastructure?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Document 2:

1) How does the cartoon “Dr. Roosevelt’s Prescription” indicate FDR’s attitudes and awareness of the danger
of European dictatorships in the 1930s?

Document 3:

1) How does the cartoon “No One Can be Sure” underscore Roosevelt’s concerns?

2) What do the tattered clothes hanging from the cliff’s side represent?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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DOCUMENT 1 - Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.
PAGE 1 of 4
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On & Sunday night a week after ny Inauguration I used
the radio to tell you about the banking crisis and the moasures
we wore taking to meet it. [ think that in that way I made clear
to the country various facts that might otherwise have been mis-
understood and in general provided a means of understanding which
did much to restore conflidence.

Toniznt, eight weeks later, I come for the secord time
to zive you my report -- in the same spirit and by the same means
to tell you about what we have been doing and what we are planning
to do.

Two months azo we were facing scriocus problems. The
country was dying by inches. It was dying because trade and com-
morce had declined to dangerously low levels; prices for basic
commodities were such as to destroy the value of the assets of
national institutions such as banks, savings banks, insurance
companies, and others. These institutions, because of their great
needs, were foreclosing mortgages, calling loans, refusing credit.
Thue there was actually in process of destruction the property of
millions of people who had borrowed money on that property in terms
of dollars which had had an entirely different value from the level
of Uareh, 1933. That situation in that crisis did not call for any
complicated consideration of economic panaceas or fancy plans. We
were faced by & condition and not & theor;.

There wera just two alteratives: The firet was to allow
the foreclosures to continue, credit to be withheld and money to go
into hiding, and thus forecing liquidation and bankruptcy of banks,
railroads and insurance companies ard & recapitalizing of all business
and sll property on a lower level. This slternative meant a contin-
antion of what is loosely called "deflation", the net result of which
would have been extraordinary hardship on all property owners and,
incidentally, extraordinary hardships ou all persons working for wages
through an increase in unemployment and a further reduction of the
wagze scale.

It is easy to see that the result of this course would
have not only economic effects of a very serious nature but social
results that might bring incalculable harm. Even before I was
inaugurated I came to the conclusion that such & policy was too much
to ask the Amzerican people to bear. It invelved not only a further
loss of homes, farms, savings and wages but also a loss of spiritual
values -- the loss of that sense of security for the present and the
future so neccssary to the peace and contentment of the individual
and of his family. When you destroy these things you will find it
difficult to establish confidence of any sort in the future. It was
clear that more appeals Irom Washington for confidence and the mere
lending of more money to shaky institutions could not stop this down-
ward course. A prompt program applied as quickly as possible scemed
to me not only justified but imperative to our national security.
The Congress, and when I say Congress I mean the mewbere of both
political parties, fully understood this and gave me gencrous and
intelligent support. The meabers of Congress realized that the
sethods of normal times had to be replaced in the emergency by meas-
ures which were suited to the serious and pressing requirements of
the moment. There was no actual surrender of power, Congress still
retained its constitutional authority and no one has the slightest
desire to change the balance of these powers. The function of
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DOCUMENT 1 - Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.
PAGE 2 of 4

Pade SR = Congress is to decide what has to be doue and to sslect tne ap-
propriate agency to carry out its will. This policy it has
strictly sdhered to. The only thing that has been happening has
been to designate the Fresident as the agency to carry out cer—
tain of the purposes of the Congress. This was constitutional
and in keeping with the past American tradition.

The legislation which has been passed or in the pro-
cess of enactment can properly be considered as part of a well
grounded plan.

First, we are giving opportunity of employment to one-
quarter of a million of the unemployed, especially the young men
who have dependents, to go into the forestry and flood prevention
work. This is a big task Decause it means feeding, clothing and
caring for nearly twice as many men &s we Lave in the regular army
itself. In creating this civilian conscrvation corps we are kill-
ing two birds with onc stone. We are clearly ennsncing the value
of our matursl resources and second, we are relieving an appreci-
able amount of actual distress. Tnis great group of men have
entered upon their work on a purely voluntary basis, no military
trainins is involved and we are conserving not only our natural
resources but our humen resources. One of the great values to
this work is the fact that it is direct and requires the interven-
tion of very little machinery.

Second, I have requested the Coneress ard have secured
action upon & proposal to put the great properties owned by sur
Government at luscle Shoals to work after long ycars of wasteful
inaction, and with this a broad plan for the improvement of a vast
area in the Tennessee Valley. It will add to the comfort and hap-
piness of hundreds of thousands of people and the incident benefits
will reach the entire Nation.

Next, the Congress is about to pass legislation that
will greatly ease the mortgage distress among the farmers and the
home owners of the nation, by providing for the easing of the
burden of debt now bearing so heavily upon millions of our people.

Our next step in seeking iucediate relief is a grant of
half a billion dollars to holp the states, counties and municipali-
ties in their duty to care for those who need direct and immediate
relief.

The Congress also passed legiclation authorizing the sale
of beer in such states as desired. This has already resulted in
considerable reemployment and incidently has provided much needed
tax revenus.

Te are planning to ask the Congress for legislation to
enable the Government to undertake public works, thus stimmlating
directly and indirectly the employment of many others in well-con-
sidered projects.

further legislution has been taken up which goes much
more fundamenteclly iuto our economic problems. The Farm Relief
Bill seeks by the use of several methods, alone or togethor, to
bring about an increased return to formers for their major farm
products, seexing at the same time to prevent in the days to come
disastrous over-production which so often in the past has kept
farm comnodity pricec far below a reasonable return. This measure
provides wide powers for emergencies. The extent of its use will
depend entirely upon what the future has in store.

Well considered and conservative measures will likewise
be proposed which will attempt to give to the industrial workers
of the country a more fair wage return, prevent cut-throat competi-
tion and unduly long nours for labor, and at the same time to en-
courage each industry to prevent over-production.
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PRELUDE TO WAR WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.
PAGE 3 of 4

dunt.r_y .

We are working toward a definite goal, wnich is to
prevent the return of conditions whici came very close to de-
stroying what we call modern civilization. The actual accomplish-
ment of our purpose cannot be attained in a day. Our policles
are wholly within purposes for which our American Constitutional
Government was established 150 years ago.

I know that the people of this country will understand
this and will also understand the spirit in which we are under-
taking this policy. I do not deny taat we may make mistakes of
procedure as we carry out the policy. I have no expectation of
making a hit every tiwe I come to bat. Wnat I seek is the high-
est poscible battines avernge, not only for myself but for the
team. Theodore Roosovelt once said to me: "If I can be right
75 per cent of the time I shall cowe up to the fullest measure
of my hopes."

llach has been said of late about Federal finances and
inflation, the gold standard, etc. Let me make the facts very
simple and my policy very clear. In the first place, government
credit and government currency are really one and the same thing.
Behind government bonds taere is only a promise to pay. Behind
Soverncent currency we have, in addition to the promise to pay, a
reserve of gold and a small reserve of silver. In thise connec-
tion it is wortu waile remesbering thot in the past the government
has agreed to recdeeam nearly thirty billions of its debts and its
currency in gold, and private corporatione in this country have
agreed to redeem another sixty or seventy billions of securities
and mortgages in gold. The government and private corporations
were making these agreements when the;” knew full well that all
of the gold in the United States amounted to only between three
and four billions and that all of the gold in all of the world
azounted to only about eleven billions.

If the holders of these promises to pay started in to
demand gold the first comers would get zold for a fer doys and
they would amount to about one twenty-fifth of the holders of the
securities and tho currency. The other twenty-four people out of
twenty-five, who did not happen to be at the top of the line, would
be told politely that there wae no wore gold left. We have decided
to treat all twenty-five in the same wny in the interest of justice
and the exercise of the constitutional powers of this government.
We have placed every one on the same basis in order that the gen-
eral good may be preserved.

Nevertneless, gold, and to a partial extent silver, are
perfectly good bases for currency and that is why I decided not to
let any of the gold now in the country go out of it.

A& series of conditions arose three weeks ago which very
readily wight have meant, first, a drain on our gold by foreign
countries, and, secondly, as a result of that, a flisht of American
capital, in the foram of gold, out of our country. It ls not ex-
eggerating the possibility to tell you that such an occurrence might
well have takern from us tne major part of our gold reserve and re-
sulted in such a further weakenirg of our governzent and private
credit as to bring on actual panic conditions and the complete stop~
page ol the wheels of industry.

The Administration has the definite objective of raising
commodity prices to such an extent that those who have borrowed
money will, on the average, be ablc to repay that money in the same
kind of dollar which they borrowed. We do not seek to let them get
such a cheap dollar that they will be ~ble to pay back a great deal
less than they borrowed. In other words we seek to correct a wrong
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PRELUDE TO WAR WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fireside Chat, May 7, 1933.

PAGE 4 of 4
|
Al N Our Reilroad Bill falls into the saze class because it

seeks to provide and manke certain derfinite planning by the rail-
rouds theamselves, with the assistance of the Government, to elimi-
nate the duplication and waste tant is now resulting in railroed
receiverships and continuing operating deficits.

I am certain that the people of this country understand
and approve the broad purposes benind these new governmental
policies relating to agriculture and industry and transportation.
We found ourselves faced with more asricultural products than we
could possibly consume ourselves and surpluses which other nations
did not have the cash to buy from us except at prices ruinously
low. We have found our factories able to turn out more goods than
we could possibly consume, and at the same time we were faced with
a felling export demand. e found ourselves with more facilities
to transport goods and crops than there were goods and crops to
be transported. All of thisc has been caused in large part by a
complete lack of planning and a complete failure to understand the
danger signals that have been flyinz ever since the close of the
World War. The people of this country have been erronecusly em
couraged to believe that they could keep on increasing the output
of farm and factory indefinitely and that some magician would find
ways and means for that increased output to be consumed with reason-
able profit to the producer.

Today we have reason to believe that thingzs are a little
better than they were two months ago. Industry has picked up,
rallroads are carrying more freight, farm prices are better, tut I
am not going to indulge in issuing proclamations of over enthusiastic
assurance. We cannot bally-ho ourselves back to prosperity. I am
going to be honest at all times with the people of the country. I
do not want the people of this country to take the foolish course of
letting this improvement come back on another speculutive wave. I
do not want tne people to believe that because of unjustified optism
we can resume the ruinous practice of increasing our crop output and
our factory output in the hope that a kind providence will find buyers
at high prices. Such a course may bring us imsediate and false
prosperity but it will be the kind of prosperity that will lead us
into another tailspin.

Iv is wnolly wrong to call the measures thot we have taken
Government control of farming, control of industry, and control of
transportation. It is rather a partnership between Government and
farming and industry and transportation, not partnership in profits,
for the profits would still go to tae citizens, but rather a partner-
ship in planning and partnership to see that the plans are carried
out.

Let me illustrate with an example. Take the cotton goods
industry. It is probably true that ninety per cent of the cotton
mamfacturers would agree to eliminate starvation wages, would agree
to stop long hours of employsent, would agree to stop child labor,
would agrec to prevent an overproduction that would result in uneal-
able surpluees. But, what good is such an agreement if the other ten
per cent of cotton manufacturers pay starvation wages, require long
hours, employ children in their mills and turn out burdensome sur-
pluses? The unfair ten per cent could produce goods so cheaply that
the fair ninety per cent would be compelled to meet the unfair condi-
tions. Here is where government comes in. Government ought to have
the right and will have the right, after surveying and planning for
an industry to prevent, with the assistance of the overvhelaming ma-
Jority of that industry, unfair practice and to enforce this agree-
ment by the authority of government. The so-called anti-trust laws
were intended to prevent the creation of monopoliee and to forbid
unressonable profits to those monopolies. That purpose of the anti-
trust laws must be continued, tut these laws were never intended to
encourage the kind of unfair competition that results in long hours,
starvation wages and overproduction.
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PRELUDE TO WAR WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Political cartoon, “Dr. Roosevelt’s Prescription,” Portland (Ore.) Journal, October 6, 1937.
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PRELUDE TO WAR WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - Political cartoon, “No One Can Be Sure,” Chicago (I1l.) News, October 31, 1936.

CHICAGO (1LL) NEWS
OCTOBER 31, 1936
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD!’

WAR 11"

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

Reluctant Neutral
Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

Though President Roosevelt recognized the threat posed by the Axis Powers, most Americans were more
concerned with their own economic hardships. Many still had haunting memories of the horrors of World
War | and were reluctant to become involved in another European conflict.

Film Script
Quote 1:

“When Peace is broken anywhere the peace of all countries everywhere is in danger... This nation will
remain a neutral nation, but I cannot ask that every American remain neutral in thought as well.””
- Franklin D. Roosevelt

The outbreak of war in Europe came after years of trying to peacefully appease Hitler. Roosevelt watched
the developments with increasing concern.

Most Americans felt protected by the vast oceans separating us from the conflicts in Europe and Asia.
Remembering the horrific loss of American lives in the First World War, and still suffering from the effects
of the Great Depression, Americans were focused more on their own hardships than the conflicts emerging
overseas.

But Roosevelt recognized the grave danger the Axis Powers posed to America’s security. He believed that
our best defense was to aid nations that were fighting Hitler.

Isolationists argued America should look to its own defenses rather than aid other nations. At the time
the U.S. military was woefully unprepared for war. Neutrality laws passed by Congress during the 1930s
prohibited the sale of American arms to warring nations. These factors placed limits on FDR’s ability to act.

Quote 2:

“Our neutrality laws may operate unevenly and unfairly, may actually give aid to an aggressor and deny it
to the victim.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt
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THE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) What was President Roosevelt’s attitude concerning the events in Europe?

2) What was the average American’s attitude concerning the events in Europe?

3) Why was the United States so reluctant to enter World War 11?

4) What factors limited President Roosevelt’s ability to act?

5) What were the Neutrality Acts?

6) What arguments did the isolationists use to defend their point of view?

7) What arguments did FDR use to defend his point of view?

Vocabulary

Appease - to bring peace, usually by buying off or giving in to an aggressor by concessions often made at
the sacrifice of principles

Axis Powers - the aggressor nations during WWI1I: Germany, Japan and Italy
Isolationist - a policy of keeping to one’s self, refraining from joining alliances or partnerships

Neutrality - not aligned with any particular side in a conflict
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THE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL WORLD WAR II

Document Based Questions
Document 1:
1) Review President Roosevelt’s September 3, 1939 radio address to the nation. How does FDR describe

how well the American people are informed? What does he want them to do when they see or hear fresh
information?

2) What does FDR mean when he says that “When the peace has been broken anywhere, peace of all
countries everywhere is in danger?” How true is that in today’s world?

3) FDR asks for “national unity.” At the same time he expresses the idea, “I cannot ask that every American
remain neutral as well.” Isn’t this a contradiction?

Document 2:

1) Describe the two points of view depicted in the cartoon “Which is the best way of securing national
unity.”

2) Compare the clothing of the two men featured in the cartoon. What groups of people do the two styles
represent?
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THE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Radio address of the President, regarding the United State’s neutrality policy, September 3, 1939.
PAGE 1 of 7

RADIO ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
SEPTEMBER 5, 1939
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Tonight my single duty is to speak to the whole of
Amerilca.

Unt1l four-thirty this morning I had hoped agasinst
hope that some miracle would prevent a devastating war in
Europe and bring to an end the invaslon of Poland by Germany.

For four long years a successlon of actual wars and
constant crises have shaken the entire world and have
threatened 1n each case to bring on the gigantic confliet
which is today unhappily a fact.

It 1is right that I should recell to your minds the
consglstent and at times successful efforts of your Government
in these c¢rises to throw the full weight of the United States
into the cause of peace. 1In sgpite of gpreading wars I think
that we have every right and every reason to maintaln as a
national policy the fundamental moralities, the teachings

of religion and the continuation of efforts to restore peace —-
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THE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Radio address of the President, regarding the United State’s neutrality policy, September 3, 1939.
PAGE 2 of 7
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g;fksome day, though the time mey be dlstant, we can be of
even greater help to a crippled humanity.

It is right, too, to point out that the unfortunate
events of these recent years have been based on the use of
force or the threat of forece. And it seems to me clear,
even at the outbreak of thls great war, that the influence
of Amerlea should be consistent 1n seeking for humanity a
final peace which will elimlnate, as far as it 1s possible
to do so, the continued use of force between nations.

It is, of course, impossible to predict the future.
T have my constant stream of information from American
representatives and other sources throughout the world.
You, the people of this country, are recelving news through
your radios and your newspapers atb every hour of the day.

You are, I believe, the most enlightened and the
best informed peoﬁle in all the world at this moment. You
are subjected to no censorshlp of news, and I want to add

that your Government has no information which 1t kesdé=mtes

% withholdsSmessggms or which i1t has any thought of withholding

from you.
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THE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Radio address of the President, regarding the United State’s neutrality policy, September 3, 1939.
PAGE 3 of 7
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At the game time, as I told my Press Conference on
Friday, 1t 1s of the highest lmportance that the press and
the radio use the utmost caution to discriminate between
actual verified fact on the one hand, and mere rumor on the
other.

I can add to that by saying that I hope the people
of this country will also discriminate most carefully between
news and rumor. Do not believe of necessity everythlng you
hear or read. Check up on it first.

You must master at the outset a aslmple but unalterable
fact in modern forelgn relations. When peace has been broken
anywhere, peace of all countries everywhere is in danger.

It is easy for you and me to shrug our shoulders and
say that confliets takilng place thousands of miles from the
continental United Stdtes, and, indeed, the whole Amerlcan
Hemisphere, do not seriously affect the Amerlcas -- and that
all the United States has to do 1s to ignore them and go
about our own buslness. Passionately though we may desire

detachment, we are forced to realize that every word that
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THE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Radio address of the President, regarding the United State’s neutrality policy, September 3, 1939.
PAGE 4 of 7

—l
comes through the air, every shlp that sails the sea, every
battle that is fought does affect the American fubure.

Let no man or woman thoughtlessly or falsely talk
of Amerlca sendling its armlies to European fields. At this
moment there is being prepared a proclamation of American
neutrality. This would have been done even if there had
been no neutrality statute on the books, for this proclamation
1s in accordance with international law and with American
policy.

This will be followed by a proclamation required
by the exlstling Neutrality Act. I trust that in the days
to come our neutrality can be made a true neutrality.

It i1s of the utmost ilmportance that the people of
this country, wlth the best information in the world, think
things through. The most dangerous enemies of American
peace are those who, without well-rounded information on the

whole broad subject of the past, the present and the future,
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THE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Radio address of the President, regarding the United State’s neutrality policy, September 3, 1939.
PAGE 5 of 7
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undertake to speak withfguthority, to telk in terms of
glittering generallties, to gilve to the natlon assurances
or prophecies which are of 1little present or future value.

I myself cannot and do not prophesgy the course of
events abroad -- and the reason is that because I have of
necesslty such a complete picture of what is golng on in
every part of the world,tH®X I do not dare to do so. And
the other reason is that I think 1t 1s honest for me to be
honest with the people of the United States.

I cannot prophesy the immediate economlc effect of
this new war on our nation but I do say that no American
has the moral right to profiteer at the expense elther of
hig fellow cltlizens or of the men, women and chilldren who
are llving and dylng in the midst of war in Europe.

Some thinge we do know. Most of us in the United
gdtates believe in spiritual valuesg. Most of us, regardless

of what church we belong %to, believe in the spirlt of the

New Testament -- a great teaching which opposes 1tself to
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peace —- peace at home, and the kind of peace in ofher landsg
which willl not Jjeopardize peace at home.

We have certailn ildeas and ildeals of national safety
and we must act to preserve that safety today and to preserve
the safety of our children in future years.

That safety 1s and will be bound up with the safety
of the Western Hemlsphere and of the seas adjacent thereto,
We seek to keep war from our firesides by keeping war from
coming to the Americas., For that we have historic precedent
that goes back to the days of the Administration of President
George Washington. It is serlous enough and traglc enough
to every American family in every State in the Unlon to live
in a world that is torn by wars on other Continents. Today
they affect every American home. It 1s our natlonal duty %o
vse every effort to keep them out of the Amerlcas.

And at this time let me make the simple plea that
partisanship and selfishness be adjourned and that natlonal

unlty be the thought that underlies all others.
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This nation will remain a neutral nation, but I cannot
ask that every American remain neutral in thought as well.
Even a neutral hag a right to take account of facts. Even
a neutral cannot be asked to close his mind or his consclence.

I have sald not once but many times that I have seen
war and that I hate war. I say that again and agailn.

I hope the Unilted States will keep out of this war.
I believe that 1t wlll., And I give you assurances that
every effort of your Government will be directed toward that
end.

As long ag it remains within my power to prevent,
there will be no blackout of peace in the United States.
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THE RELUCTANT NEUTRAL

WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Palitical cartoon, “Which is the best way of Securing National Unity;” Chicago, Il Tribune, October 22, 1940.
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS
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COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Arsenal of Democracy
Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

During times of war nations enter into alliances and cooperate in ways that they might not have during times of
peace.

Film Script

Quote 1:

“We must be the great arsenal of democracy. For us this is an emergency as serious as war itself. We must
apply ourselves to our task with the same resolution, the same sense of urgency, the same spirit of patriotism
and sacrifice as we would show were we at war.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

From September 1, 1939 through the fall of 1941, FDR worked to loosen the grip of America’s Neutrality
Acts, which barred U.S. weapon sales to warring nations.

Cautiously, but deliberately, he pursued a policy of aiding first Great Britain and then the Soviet Union in
their war with Germany and Italy.

In the spring of 1940 German armies had swept across Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, and Belgium. In
June, France collapsed. Suddenly, Britain stood alone.

FDR responded by increasing military spending and supporting a peacetime draft. He arranged a deal to
give Britain 50 aged American destroyers in exchange for leases to British bases in the Atlantic.

In December 1940, having received sobering news from Winston Churchill that Britain was nearly bankrupt
and could no longer pay for U.S. weapons and supplies, Roosevelt declared America “must be the great
arsenal of democracy.”

He continued selling Britain arms despite warnings that America’s own military was under-equipped and
put forth a proposal to “lend” or “lease” war materials to the British.

At every step, FDR had to contend with deep-seated American fears of involvement in the war.

He also had to manage a growing crisis in the Pacific, where Japan was expanding its empire into China and
threatening Southeast Asia. These twin crises put Roosevelt’s intellectual and political skills to a stern test.

FDR sometimes stretched the limits of executive power to respond to this extraordinary situation. Critics
charged he exceeded those limits.

Quote 2:

“At this time, when the world is threatened with forces of destruction, it is my resolve, and yours, to build up
our armed defense.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt
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THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) How seriously was Britain being threatened in the spring of 1940?

2) What did the phrase ‘Arsenal of Democracy’ mean to most Americans?

3) Why did FDR decide to ‘lend’” and ‘lease’ weapons to Britain?

4) Why couldn’t FDR just sell or give the material to Britain?

5) What might have been the consequences if Britain had not secured help from the United States?

Vocabulary
Arsenal - storage area for weapons and munitions

Neutrality Acts - laws passed in 1935 and 1937 which prohibited loans and sale of war implements to
warring nations

Patriotism - sense of loyalty, duty, and support for one’s country
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THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY WORLD WAR II

Document Based Questions
Document 1:

1) How did bill HR 1776 enable FDR to provide the weapons Britain needed and still maintain our
neutrality? Indicate the specific parts of HR 1776:

2) Why were American citizens so determined to remain neutral?
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THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY WORLD WAR II

Document 2:

1) What kinds of war materials did the United States “lend” to our allies? Why were these so valuable to
them and expendable to us?

Document 3:

1) Describe how the political cartoon articulates the fear of placing too much power with the chief executive.
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THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Transcript of HR 1776, the Lend-Lease Act, 1941 (U.S. National Archives and Records Administration).
PAGE 1 of 3

Transcript of Lend-Lease Act (1941)

A BILL
Further to promate the defense of the United States, and for other purpoges.

Be it enacted by the Senate add House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, That this Act may be cited as"An Act to Promote the Defense of the United States”.

SEC. 2. Asusedinthis Act -
(a) The term" defense aricle" means -
{13 Any weapon, munition. aircraft, vessel, or boat;

{2 Any machinery, facility, tool, material, or supply necessary for the manufacture, production, processing,
repair, servicing, or operation of amy article described in this subsection;

(3 Any component material or part of or eguipment for any aicle described in this subsection;
(4 Any agricultural, industrial or other cormmodity or article for defense.

Such term"defense adicle” includes any article described in this subsection: Manufactured ar procured
pursuant to section 3, orto which the United States or any foreiogn government has or hereatter acguires
title, possession, or contral.

() The term" defense information” means any plan, specification, design, prototype, or information
pertaining to any defense aricle.

SEC. 3. (a) Motwithstanding the provisions of any other law, the President may, fromtime to time. when
he deems it in the interest of national defense, authorize the Secretary OfWWar, the Secretary of the Mawy,
orthe bead of any other department or agency of the Government -

(1) To manufacture in arsenals, factories, and shipyards under their jurisdiction, ar otherwise procure, to
the extent to which funds are made available therefor, or contracts are authorized from time to time by the
Congress, or both, any defense adicle for the government of any courtry whose defense the President
deems vital to the defense of the United States.

{2 To sell transfer title to, exchange, lease, lend, or othersise dispose of, to any such government any
defense aricle, but no defense article not manufactured or procured under paragraph (1 shall in any way
he disposed of under this paragraph, except after consultation with the Chief of Staff of the Army orthe
Chief of Maval Qperations of the Mawy, or both. The value of defense adicles disposed of in anmy way under
authority of this paragraph, and procured from funds heretaofore appropriated, shall not exceed
$1,300,000,000. The value of such defense aricles shall be determined by the head of the department ar
agency concerned ar such other department, agency or officer as shall be designated in the manner
provided in the rules and regulations issued hereunder. Defense adicles procured from funds hereafter
appropriated to any department or agency of the Government, other than from funds authorized to he
appropriated under this Act. shall not be disposed of in any way under authority of this paragraph except
to the extent hereafter authorized by the Congress in the Acts appropriating such funds ar othersise.

{3 Totest, inspect, prove, repair, outfit, recondition, ar othermise to place in good swarking order, to the
extent to which funds are made availahle therefor, or contracts are authorized from time to time by the
Congress, or haoth, any defense aricle for any such government, or to procure any or all such services by
private caontract.

(4) To communicate to any such government any defense infarmation pertaining to any defense adicle
furnished to such government under paragraph (23 of this subsection.

(%) To release for export any defense article disposed of in any way under this subsection to any such
government.

(0} The terms and conditions upon which any such foreign government receives any aid authorized under
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THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Transcript of HR 1776, the Lend-Lease Act, 1941 (U.S. National Archives and Records Administration).
PAGE 2 of 3

subsection (a) shall be those which the President deems satisfactory, and the benefit to the United States
may he payment or repayment in kind or property, or any other direct or indirect benefit which the
President deems satisfactory.

(c) After June 30, 1843, or after the passage of a concurrent resolution by the two Houses before June 30,
1943, which declares that the powers conferred by or pursuant to subsection (a) are no longer necessary
to promote the defense of the United States, neither the President nor the head of any department or
agency shall exercise any of the powers conferred by or pursuant to subsection (a) except that until July 1,
19486, any of such powers may be exercised to the extent necessary to carry out a contract or agreement
with such a foreign government made before July 1,1943, or before the passage of such concurrent
resolution, whichever is the earlier.

(d) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to authorize or to permit the authorization of convoying vessels
by naval vessels of the United States.

(e) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to authorize or to permit the authorization of the entry of any
American vessel into a combat area in viclation of section 3 of the neutrality Act of 1939,

SEC. 4 All contracts or agreements made for the disposition of any defense article or defense information
pursuant to section 3 shall contain a clause by which the foreign government undertakes that it will not,
without the consent of the President, transfer title to or possession of such defense article or defense
information by gift, sale, or otherwise, or permit its use by anyone not an officer, employee, or agent of
such foreign government.

SEC. 5. (a) The Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, or the head of any other department or
agency of the Government involved shall when any such defense article or defense information is
exported, immediately inform the department or agency designated by the President to administer section
6 of the Act of July 2, 1940 (54 Stat. 714). of the quantities, character, value, terms of disposition and
destination of the article and information so exported.

(b) The President from time to time, but not less frequently than once every ninety days, shall transmit to
the Congress a report of operations under this Act except such information as he deems incompatible with
the public interest to disclose. Reports provided for under this subsection shall be transmitted to the
Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of the House of representatives, as the case may be, if the Senate or
the House of Representatives, as the case may be, is not in session.

SEC. 6. (a) There is hereby authorized to be appropriated from time to time, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such amounts as may be necessary to carry out the provisions and
accomplish the purposes of this Act.

(b) All money and all property which is converted into money received under section 3 from any
government shall, with the approval of the Director of the Budget. revert to the respective appropriation or
appropriations out of which funds were expended with respect to the defense article or defense
information for which such consideration is received, and shall be available for expenditure for the purpose
for which such expended funds were appropriated by law, during the fiscal year in which such funds are
received and the ensuing fiscal year; but in no event shall any funds so received be available for
expenditure after June 30, 1946,

SEC. 7. The Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, and the head of the department or agency shall
in all contracts or agreements for the disposition of any defense article or defense information fully protect
the rights of all citizens of the United States who have patent rights in and to any such article or
information which is hereby authorized to he disposed of and the payments collected for royalties on such
patents shall be paid to the owners and holders of such patents.

SEC. 8. The Secretaries of War and of the Navy are hereby authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire
arms, ammunition, and implements of war produced within the jurisdiction of any country to which section
3 is applicable, whenever the President deems such purchase or acquisition to be necessary in the
interests of the defense of the United States.

SEC. 9. The President may, from time to time, promulgate such rules and regulations as may be
necessary and proper to carry out any of the provisions of this Act, and he may exercise any power or
authority conferred on him by this Act through such department, agency, or officer as be shall direct.

SEC. 10. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to change existing law relating to the use of the land and
naval forces of the United States, except insofar as such use relates to the manufacture, procurement,
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THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Transcript of HR 1776, the Lend-Lease Act, 1941 (U.S. National Archives and Records Administration).
PAGE 3 of 3

and repair of defense articles, the communication of information and other noncombatant purposes
enumerated in this Act.

SEC 11. If any provision of this Act or the application of such provision to any circumstance shall be held
invalid, the validity of the remainder of the Act and the applicability of such provision to other
circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

Approved, March 11, 1941.

Transcription courtesy of the United States Department of the Navy's Naval Historical Center.
Page URL: http:/fwww, ourdocuments gov/doc.php ?doc=718&page=transcript

U.S. National Archives & Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20408 - 1-86-NARA-NARA - 1-866-272-6272
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THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Secretary of the Navy to President Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding Lend-Lease war materials, undated.
PAGE 1 of 6
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/ THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTOMN

FF/111-3(22) (410624)
Seriel 202823
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My deor Mr. President:

In accordance with the request con-
teined in your letter of June 24, 1941, there is
attached hereto & list setting forth defense sid
articles which have been, or will be, transferred
to foreign goverrments under Section 3(a)(2) of
the fAct of Msreh 11, 1941.

Sinecerely yours,

The President,

The TWhite House.

Enclosure.

AL 00!
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DOCUMENT 2 - Secretary of the Navy to President Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding Lend-Lease war materials, undated.
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o

Listed below are the Defense A1d Articles which have been or ere expected
to be transferred to Foreign Governments under the provisions of Sectiocn
3(a)(2) of the Lesse-Lend Act

DATE
OF
AVAIL- ESTIHATED
ITEM QUANTITY ABILITY VALUE COUNTRY
Salvage Pumpa 20 Mready 3 31,326,533 United Kingdom
trensferred
USS Catlin (Ex-SS George 1 Already 1,761,729.00 n "
Weshington transferred
Bomb Hoists Mk. III 7 Already 1,400.00 " )
trensferred b
4"/50 LA Guns & Mounts 150  Already 1,624,609.13 " "
transferred
Ordnance for Grummsn Fi4F4 30 Already 48,000.00 n n
Airereft (without guns) trensferred
L}
Spare perts - 4" LA Cuns Misc. Already 20,000.00 B n
Comnst Guard Cutters 10 transferred 1,750,000.00 B " |
delivered (Ordncnce I
Material)
Motor Torpedo Boats 28 19 trans- 10,100,000.00 " "
{Including Ordnance ferred; 9 to
Material) be transfer-
red ebout
8-1-41
30" Motor Leunches 4 Indefinite 30,000.00 n "
Flexible Bracket Asgemblies 40 4-1-41 11,846.40 n "
Porschutes 126 4-15-41 12,600.00 " .
Fittings for Ruckstell- 2 4-1B-41 10,700.00’ " .
Burkhart Engines
Life Rafts 10 4-26-41 4,000.00 °® " |
F4F-3A Aircraft 30 4-29-41 1,574,974.82 " "
Navigational Octants 50 5-10-41 12,000.00 L "
-1- a40aOA |

.u "
3
I i Bl 1 R e TP T A T T T AT Ty W'j

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu www.parelorentzcenter.org



THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY

WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Secretary of the Navy to President Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding Lend-Lease war materials, undated.
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COUNTRY

2,000,00 United Kingdom

F '
DATE
OF
REQ. AVAIL- ESTIMATED
HO. ITEM QUANTITY ABILITY VALUE
597 Navigational Wiatches 50 ° 5=10-41 &
2224, 26" Motor Lesunch 1 6-12-41 5,600.00
287 Float lights, MK, IV 1,548 2nd Querter 3,150.00
U.5.N. T}'-Pﬂ
612 3"/50 Rds. LA Practice 600 2nd Quarter 8,400.00
ammni tion
3"/50 Rds. HA Practice 700 2nd Quarter 14,000.00
ammmition :
1430 Propelling Charges for 3,000 2nd Quarter 6,500.00
Y Guns
2340 Hydrostatic Depth Bombs 12 2nd Quarter 2,400.00
Mk. IV
56 Radio Buoys and 6 T-1-41 10,000.00
Receiver 1
1222 Pump 1 71-41 250.00
1205 Roebling Amphibian Trector 1 8-1-41 16,200.00
459 Packurd Engines 1 g4 34,000.00
223 3%/50 Rds. LA smmnition 6,300 2nd & 3rd 245,700,00
Quarters
369 3"/23 Rds. HA ammunition 1,200 3rd Quarter 25,200.00
Practice Shell
460 3"/50 LA Guns & Mounts 300 2nd & 3rd 1,500,000.00
(Reconditioned under #95) Quarters
539 4"/50 Rds. Mk. IX emmnition
5,000 2nd & 3rd 220,000.00
4"/50 Practice Shell 7,500 Quarters 225,500.00
540 4"/50 Rds. Common Shell 16,100 2nd & 3rd 708,400.00
Quarters
4"/50 Rds. Practice Shell 9,000 3rd Querter 270,000.00
4"/50 Cartridge Ceses 3,000 2nd Querter 81,000.00
Primed with Propellant
-2 =
e Sl . o e D t T L s ™ |
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DOCUMENT 2 - Secretary of the Navy to President Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding Lend-Lease war materials, undated.
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e st ot Bt i o Wit ; = —‘-M
-
DATE
oF
AVAIL- ESTIMATED
ITEM QUANTITY ABILITY VALUE COUNTEY
652 3"/50 Rds. LA for Mk. ITI 18,000 2nd & 3rd § 702,000,00 United Kingdom
Guns-Ammunition Quarters
666 Pyrotecinics for Grummsn 50 3rd Querter 1,250.00 n "
G21 Aireraft ¥
796 5"/38 Rd. H.E. Ammunition 2,525 3rd Querter  154,025.00 " n
815 Microphones & Telephones 140  3rd Querter 2,500.00 " "
853 5"/38 Cuns, Mounts & 5  3rd Quarter 1,500,000.00 " "
Fire Control
878 Reserve Ammunition, Misc. 3rd Qusrter 38,000,00 n "
Spare Parts, etc. to Fire
meintein 50 ex U.S. Control
destroyers
Ordnance Material lor Misec. 3rd Quarter 100,000.00 L H
Coast Guard Cutters
899 3"/23 H.E. fuzed Ammn. 1,200  3rd Quarter 26,400.00 " n
Target '
1058 Radio Parts 10  3rd Quarter 6,400.00 n n
1381 18" Mk. VII USN Torpedoes 4 3rd Qusrter 36,000.00 n n
(6 ordered - 4 to BuShips)
1,82 4"/50 Ris. Com. Ammun. 8,000 3rd Quarter 352,000,000 M "
2086 Darex Balloong 12,500 2Znd Quarter 50,000.00 o "
2500
3rd Quarter
10,000
2195 Arbore for Thornycraft 605 3rd Quasrter 25,400,00 " "
Depth Charge Guns
2274 Sets of tools for 4"/50 150 md & 3rd 3,000.00 L u
Cal. LA. Ecuirments Quarters
Sets of tools for 3/50 300 2nd & 3rd 6,000.00 " Ll
Cal. LA Equipments ° Quarters
similar to thosze re-
quired for 4"/50
e
o4
aHOe
T T T N e Ty |
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DOCUMENT 2 - Secretary of the Navy to President Franklin D. Roosevelt regarding Lend-Lease war materials, undated.
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rﬂmw-* o e e Gl ki : FIPSS S PR, |
-
DATE
OF
REQ. AVATL- ESTIMATED
NO. ITEM QUANTITY ABILITY VALUE COUNTRY
NW-4 3" AA Guns 50  3rd Quarter § 200,000.00 Norway

TOTAL — $23,574,550.88

There are no other requisitions on hand or in prospect for sssistance
to Forelgn Governments under Section 3{a)(2) of Public Law 11. It is pos-
sible and probable that some requisitions for moterial in this cetegory
will be received in the future but it is snticipated that they will be
minor in nature end amount. There is very litile material left in stock
which can be so transferred since practically all surplus Navy meterial has
been, or is in process of being, disvosed of.

For purpose of accounting, it is reconmended thet the total tentstive
ald program contemplated by the Navy Department for future transfer to
Forelgn Governments under the provisions of Section 3(a)(2) Public Law 11
be estimeted at £750,000.00.

h a40a05"
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;

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

B

ME.ORAHLUL FOR HARRY nurnllib:

July 11, 1941

For your information and

return..

F.D.E.

0 40¢. 006  §

— -
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THE ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - Political cartoon, “Sky Writing,” Washington, D.C. Post, November 1, 1940.

P Sky Writing
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD >

WAR 11"

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

Trouble in Asia

Main lIdea/Enduring Understanding

Japan’s desperate need for resources (especially oil) drove its conquest to dominate all of Asia, while
recognizing that only the United States stood in its way.

Film Script
Quote 1:

“I tell the American people solemnly that the United States will never survive as a happy and fertile oasis of
liberty surrounded by a cruel desert of dictatorship.” -Franklin D. Roosevelt

While FDR struggled to assist the British and Soviets, he also confronted a growing crisis in Asia.

During the 1930s, Japan began expanding its borders, occupying Manchuria and then mounting a full-scale
invasion of China in 1937. In September 1940, after the fall of France, Japan signed a mutual defense pact
with Germany and Italy.

America had long opposed Japanese aggression. In July 1941, when Japan moved to occupy all of French
Indo-China, FDR sharpened that opposition. He froze Japan’s assets in the United States and banned
Japanese purchase of American oil. Without this oil, Japan’s military would soon grind to a halt.

Japan’s leaders faced a choice - end their aggression or confront the United States. During the summer of
1941, they began secret preparations for war.

Quote 2:

“In these days we cannot save freedom with pitchforks and muskets alone after a dictator combination has
gained control of the rest of the world.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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TROUBLE IN ASIA WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) What was Japan doing throughout the 1930s?

2) What did Japan do in 1937?

3) What did Japan do in September of 1940?

4) What was FDR’s response to Japan’s move to occupy all of French Indo-China?

5) What choice did Japanese leaders face near the end of 1941?

Vocabulary

Mutual Defense Pact - agreement between two or more nations to provide military assistance when faced
with aggression

Occupy - to seize or take possession of something or someplace

Freeze assets - to legally prevent access to resources such as cash, real estate, and equipment
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TROUBLE IN ASIA WORLD WAR II

Document Based Questions
Document 1:

1) In the July 1941 statement, what clear message is woven into the two paragraphs of official sounding
diplomatic talk?

Document 2:

1) In the February 20, 1941 telegram, what are the concerns being voiced by the states along the American
West Coast in regard to Japanese aggression?

2) What other steps might the President have taken to prevent Japanese aggression?

Document 3:

1) Describe how the December 5, 1941 political cartoon expresses Japanese aggression toward the United
States. What is the reaction by FDR? Would this cartoon be considered appropriate today? Why or why not?
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TROUBLE IN ASIA WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Excerpt of memoranda from the Papers of Sumner Welles, referencing the freezing of
Japanese assets in the U.S., July 1941.

Papers of Sumner Welles

" The Japanese Government will no doubt be aware that
the action taken by the United States Government to freeze Japanese
assets in the United States, following upon the recent acquisition
by Japan of further bases in French Indo-China, is clear evidence
that the United States Government is determined to resist the new

threat to American vital interests in the Pacific.

Any further aggressive action by Japan directed against
these interests can only be regarded by the United States Government
as proof of a wilful refusal by Japan to recognize these interests
and will only increase the fixed determination of the United States
Government and the American people to protect them. In these

circumstances the United States Government desires to make clear to

TP

the Japanese Government in advance that the responsibility for the
consequences of any such further threat by Japan will rest solely

with the Japanese Government."
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TROUBLE IN ASIA WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Telegram to President Roosevelt from Governor Charles Sprague, suggesting that the U.S.
take a strong position against Japanese aggression in Asia, February, 20, 1941.

TELEGRAM

16poh 86NL m}p mlﬁ:te %ﬁt
X . m ki

SALEM, OREGON, Feb. 20, 1941
THE PRESIDENT:

I urge adherence to a strong position with respect to Japen's aggres-
sion in the Orient, the Pacific CoastzStates are vitelly concerned hbe-
cause of thelr close commercial and culfural relations with the Far East.
We desire friendly relations with Japan but gtrongly oppose Japan's
policies which threaten the security of the Orient and endanger the
natlonal interests of the United States. I believe the people of the
Pacific Coast will approve a solemn warning from you that this country
will not tolerate a southward thrust by Japan.

CHARLES A. SPRAGUE, Governor.

P4
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TROUBLE IN ASIA WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - Political cartoon, “A Modern Nursery Rhyme,” Christian Science Monitor, Boston, MA,
December 5, 1941.

Pussy-cai“ pyssg/- caf e sfa// /Vr Hull
Where. have you .been? || Af The Wasﬁ/@fon scene.”

‘stsy- c‘af pussy-cal, | , 7f'7ed to bIUFF {@/oosev
Waf d/d yaa Tere g* | But /ze wouldn Scare..

By a Biafl Artist 5 . - g .
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD!’

WAR 11”7 - \

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Four Freedoms

Main lIdea/Enduring Understanding

FDR saw World War 11 as a fight to defend democracy and ensure basic human freedoms across the world.
Film Script
Quote 1:

“The world order which we seek is the cooperation of free countries working together in a friendly civilized
society.”” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Even before America entered the World War 11, FDR saw the conflict as a struggle to defend freedom
around the world. In his January 6, 1941 Annual Message to Congress, Roosevelt clearly laid out his vision
for the post war period. “In future days which we seek to make secure,” he declared, “we look forward to a
world founded on four essential human freedoms.” He defined these as: “freedom of speech and expression;
freedom of every person to worship God in his own way; freedom from want; and freedom from fear.” Two
years later these freedoms were immortalized in a series of paintings by Norman Rockwell.

Quote 2:
“Freedom means the supremacy of human rights everywhere.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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THE FOUR FREEDOMS WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) What is meant by the film’s assertion that FDR saw WWII as a ‘struggle to defend freedom around the
world?’

2) What were the four essential freedoms FDR spoke of?

3) What did FDR mean by the terms ‘freedom from want’ and ‘freedom from fear?’

4) How are these freedoms being threatened in the world today?

Vocabulary

Speech and expression - the ability to communicate ideas and beliefs freely without fear of punishment
Want - to lack, to have too little of the basic comforts of life

Fear - feeling of anxiety caused by the threat of danger, pain, or loss

Norman Rockwell - renowned illustrator and painter of idyllic scenes representing simple American life
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THE FOUR FREEDOMS WORLD WAR II
Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) If FDR asked you to come up with a Fifth Freedom, what would you suggest he add?

2) Are FDR’s comments as relevant today as they were in 1941? Give at least one example proving or
disproving your point.
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THE FOUR FREEDOMS WORLD WAR II

Documents 2-5:

1) Ask your students to illustrate the Four Freedoms by drawing a picture of each of the freedoms in action.
Then ask them to locate the paintings that Norman Rockwell did for each. How do they compare?

2) Ask your students to select one of the Office of War Information posters that feature Rockwell’s Four
Freedoms paintings. What feelings, emotions, and ideas are raised? Have them share and compare their
impressions with the rest of the class.
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THE FOUR FREEDOMS WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Excerpt from President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Four Freedoms” speech, January 6, 1941.
PAGE 1 of 2

¥
FIFTH DHAFT -3 - I 7

Yie th\u.ld widen the opportunities for adequate medical oare in

.,

many parts of the %ﬁt\ « With it we must make better provision for

the care of those who ara}u\qdicapped in life by physical or mental
N,
. v y

causes or by personal conditions

thigh make them exceptions to the
normal.

Vie must go fufther than ever befohe in planning a nationwide

system by whi?_l;-"a"]:]j .parsons desiring gainful emplpoyment may obtain it
in primh(c;r in government work.

I have called for personal sacrifice. I am assured of the
willingness of almost all Americans to respond to that call. Ipestofee
trll_e_fnﬁpmﬂ-i-m@lt&s_ harder-work end the giving up-of- certain things
in life which.are not essentials.

A part of the secrifice means the payment of more money in taxes.
In my budget message I recommend that a greater portion of this great
defense propgram be paid for from taxation than We are paying today. MNo
person should try, or be allowed, to get rich out of this program. The
prineiple of tax payments in accordance with ability .to pey should be
constan‘tl}r before our eyes to guide our legisls.tion%/‘a A

Thet ¥5 the kind of s—_g.stsn which we have bean seeking to bu:.ld.

- fo | 4

That is tHe kind of system which we shall contmu;,é: build for th€ /future.

,hr Ly B £l ’. W ' LW
In Aﬁ i‘uture ﬁe look {‘arwa.rd to a world founded I‘unasmsn’cally

upon four essentiml human freedoms.
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THE FOUR FREEDOMS WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Excerpt from President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Four Freedoms” speech, January 6, 1941.
PAGE 2 of 2

FIFTH DRAFT %

o ]

The first is freedom of speech and expression everywhere

in the world.
The second is freedom of every person to worship God in
his own way everywhere in the world.

The third is freedom from want — which translated into

/(_"\’ll{’-{'

Intermariome]l terms means economic understandings which will secure

to every nation ewerpwkere a healthy peace time life for its

inhabitants e 7271y WAEE tev e fppn Lo /

The fourth is freedom from fear — which translated into
fi

terms means a world-wide reduction of armaments to such
a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation amEskese will

be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any

neighbor s Losi WAELE F e A e gl /f/\
" I A' )
L%’ That kind of a world is the very antithesis of the so-called
f],.-H' /1\. ;2’ ¢ L L .{':', £ Fi
"new order" which the dictators seek to create at-the™Poiwb-ofca-gun

{"{al i ,‘n in Europe and in Asia.
—
To that "new order" we oppose the greater conceptaion" the
moral order. A good society is able to face schemes of world domina-

tion and foreign revolutions alike without fear, It has no need either

for the one or for the other.
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THE FOUR FREEDOMS WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - “Freedom from Fear” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.

OURS...to fight for

Pty b o Sy By P

FREEDOM FROM FEAR

Postar Mo 46 Addiscn] copien may ba shisinsd v iwgent e Divisinn ol Pobiic loayrios, Ol of Wise |alommarcas, Wadhaopion, D1 €

....................................
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THE FOUR FREEDOMS WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - “Freedom from Want” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.

OURS...to fight for

e
y i
N & J
) - ; Bal4,
. : 3 r <
=4 3 ] s Y
F A z 1 1
e

/ el B B -3 o @7— .
FREEDOM FROM WAN
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THE FOUR FREEDOMS WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 4 - “Freedom of Speech” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
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THE FOUR FREEDOMS WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 5 - “Freedom of Worship” poster by Norman Rockwell, 1943, Office of War Information.
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD!’

WAR 11”7 - \

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

December 7, 1941: A Date Which Will Live in Infamy

Main lIdea/Enduring Understanding

Japan’s surprise attack at Pearl Harbor stunned the nation out of its isolationist mindset and unified the
country in its determination to achieve absolute victory.

Film Script
Quote 1:

“Yesterday, December 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of America was suddenly
and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

On December 7, 1941 - a date that still lives in American memory - America entered World War 11.

In the early morning hours of Sunday, December 7, 1941, Japan unleashed a devastating surprise attack on
the giant American naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The attack was the largest element in a coordinated
series of assaults on American installations from Wake Island to the Philippines.

Japanese bombers destroyed or damaged 21 American naval vessels and over 300 aircraft. The attacks killed
2403 military personnel and civilians and shattered the U.S. Pacific Fleet.

The offensive was part of a bigger Japanese plan to seize oil-rich territories in Southeast Asia. To prevent
American interference, Japan’s leaders decided to first strike a crippling blow against U.S. military power in
the Pacific.

Japan’s surprise attack at Pearl Harbor stunned the nation. Debate over American involvement in World War
I ended abruptly. Isolationist sentiment disappeared and the country emerged united and determined, in
FDR’s words, to “win through to absolute victory.”

Quote 2:

“Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our interests are in
grave danger.”” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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DEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) Why is December 7, 1941, called a ‘date which will live in infamy?’

2) What was the immediate objective of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor?

3) What was the larger objective of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor?

4) How did Americans feel about their place in the world before the attack?

5) How did Americans feel about their place in the world after the attack?

Vocabulary
Infamy - having an evil reputation, famous in a bad or unpleasant way
Pearl Harbor - American navel base on the island of Oahu, Hawaii

Isolationist - a policy of keeping to one’s self, refraining from joining alliances or partnerships
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DEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR 1
Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) Looking at the map of the Pacific Ocean, why do you think the Japanese fleet went undetected on its
voyage from Japan to Hawaii?

Document 2:

1) Read the transcript of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt’s address to the nation. Imagine you had just learned
of the Japanese attack. How would the First Lady’s broadcast strengthen or weaken your confidence in the

country’s leadership?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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DEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR II

Document 3:

1) Looking over FDR’s draft of his address to Congress, do you think his editing improved the message?
What edits would you have made to the draft?

Documents 4 & 5:

1) Describe how attitudes and circumstances changed in the United States in the weeks immediately after
the Pearl Harbor attack:
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DEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR 1l

DOCUMENT 1 - Map of the 1941 Pearl Harbor attack, including the routes of Japanese carrier strike forces
and submarine units, undated.
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DEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Eleanor Roosevelt’s remarks regarding the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.
PAGE 1 of 2

@ood evening, ladies and gentlemen. I am speaking
to you tonight at a very serlious moment in our history.

The Cabinet 1s convening, and the leaders in Congress are
meeting with the President. The Btate Department and Army
and Navy officlals have been With the President all afternoon.
In fact the Japanese Ambassador was talking to the Presldent
at the very time that Japan's airships were bombing our
cltizens in Hawﬁ?ékggg the Phillipines and gﬁ£&i§§¥bne of

our tranaporta\on its way E£reom—SaN Frantisee~to Hawall.

By tomorrow morning, tje members of Congress will
have a full report and be ready for action. In the méantime
we, the people, are already prepared for action. For months
now the knowledgots:tsomethlng of this kind might happen
has been hanging over our heads and yet 1t seemed impossible
to believe, impossible to-dro;m;veryday things of 1life and feel
that there was only one thing which was imporfant, and wx=
was preparation to meet an ememy, no matter where he struck -

That 1s all over now and there 1s no more uncertainty.
We know what we have to face and we know that we are ready
to face 1it.

I should like to say just a word to the women in
the country tonight. I have a boy at sea on a Destroyer
For all I know he may be on his way to the Pacific. Two of
my children are in coast citles on the Pacific. Many of you g
all over this 6ountry have boys in the services who arz will

now be called upon to go' into action. You have friends and
families in what has suddenly become,danger zoneg. You
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DEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Eleanor Roosevelt’s remarks regarding the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.
PAGE 2 of 2

-8 -
can not escape anxlety, you can not excape a clutch of fear
at your heart and yet I hope that the certainty of what we
ve to meet will make you rise above these fears. and-wili

TR Ty . Koot
-meke~you go about ﬂmr daily business more deteminedhto

do the ordinary things as well as ;o: can and when *&"t find

a way to do anything more in \our community to help others,

to bubld morale, to give a feellng of security s “(‘* ({‘W

/ ey bt -
Whatever 1s asked, youmawe sure yeu can accomplishift, b @/ f’m?u-

To the young people of the nation I m gl
-——mw’&f /\‘#0 /r’-
-t-ha%—-whey are going to have a great opportunity -high

Foe
somants in/WERERINEIS strength snd Wieir (Di3ity will be
! ad fate SAlamciton %"
Vested. 1 N Pemib 1o Aem: . T &M a fww te
—fellow-cttizens—and how we will go back to the program wh.’ce,h : ;?
J A v,
we had arranged for tonight and as ¥ a few weeks ago I epoke ﬂ’%
el

to you on the mubject of army morale

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu www.parelorentzcenter.org



DEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Day of Infamy” speech, December 7, 1941.
PAGE 1 of 3

o,  DRAFT No. 1 December 7, 1941,

PROPOSED MESSAGE TO THE CONGHESS ’

-
A
R

Ih f~em —-—-""""":n.
\

— \
Yesterday, Decamber 7, 19:.1/‘ 2 date which will live in
L]
duefevn t
the United States of America was and delibsrately attacked

" —— “
r -
by naval and air forces of the Empire of Jamm

The United States was at the moment at peace with that nation and was

9/'7/ I

converaatiorw with its Government and its Emperor looking

toward the maintenance of pepce in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour aftery,

Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in

the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and his colleague deliver

el ;Tﬂ LA

to the Secretary of State a formal reply to a Jfesmey message, Sromethae ~

Qf‘:a el /Z‘Jrrhi‘:d f*.-i.‘A.:‘-l J{:\

m* This reply squisdnsdencstatensnt thatk d.iplomnt.i;bnegotintiom % _
mmtwhcontained no threat agssse hint of -am “ L
A

armed attack.

It will be recorded that the ﬁatmcM of =

\ tiens
Hawnii‘ from Japan m.nkgfit. obvious that t.he‘ atback‘—):leliberateby

1 Joip WL AS
planned many dnya)\ngo. During the intervening time the Japaness Govern-

ment has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false

statements and expressions of hope for continued peace,
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DEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Day of Infamy” speech, December 7, 1941.
PAGE 2 of 3

oA DHAFT NO. 1

i el
The at.tadfyuterd.ay on MM /,q;‘

caused severe damage to American naval and military forces. Very
many American lives have been lost. In addition American ¥R ships
have been torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and
Honolulu.

Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack
against Malaya.

?;Javf% .(]“jk m-/uw.ﬁhu 3 57%-%]1{{%7“’

Japan has thersfore , undertaken a' surprise offensi
Vola i,
throughout the Pacific area, The facts of yesterday speak for
themselves. The people of the United States have already formed
their opinions and well understand the implicat.inm‘lﬂ m
ﬁv-: thehmjr of our nation.

Ae Commander—in-Chief of the Army and Navy I have SFSinee)

directed that all measur=s be taken for our defense.

us

Long will we remember the character of the onslaught against
Mﬂ"‘]-‘”"-’/“ //M “hE K
Créart /2/4/43"&():1/:{ /9 e ey

72: /)wet,h;'m /{f% 9’:’// 7 ;«—r ,(/"
. (4 fig J 75 M
P i Lrsgh 35 b basleFiini T |
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DEC. 7, 1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s draft of the “Day of Infamy” speech, December 7, 1941.
PAGE 3 of 3

\ﬁ ; DRAFE NO. 1 3=
I speak the will of the Congress and of the people oltidaey
““Femuntage when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to

the uttermost but will see to it that this form of treachery shall
never endanger us again. Hostilities exist. There is no mincing
the fact that our people, our territory and our interests are in
grave danger,

I, therefore, ask that the Congress declare that since the
unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December

',-:LS

seventh, a state of war axiertrbctweem the United Statew and the

Japanese Empire,

1
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DEC. 7,1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 4 - Political cartoon, [untitled], Washington D.C. Star, December 11, 1941.

THEY
ARE READY, \ =

"\ MRPRESIDENT/ & _

THIS GOVERNMENT
WILL PUT ITSTRUST
IN THE STAMINA OF
THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE —

N
= p ==\ "-.i._ AL \ \

zZ
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DEC. 7,1941: A DATE WHICH WILL LIVE IN INFAMY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 5 - Political cartoon, “Taxpayer’s Prayer,” N.Y. Sun, New York, January 9, 1942.

New York, N. Y. Sun
Cir. D. 312,112

JAN - 94»’ |
THE TAXPAYER'S PRAYER. By Rube Goldberg. -

[ S

NOW [ LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP,

/ PRAY THE LOI?D MY Soit

70 KEER;

THOSE BUDGET FIGURES MAKE ME SAD,
THEYRE FAR TOO BlG FOR ME TO ADD ~
BUT THERE ARE THINGS | UNDEESTAND
LIKE GUNS AND SHIPS THAT
GUARD QUR LAND :

SO, FOR 7HOSE BILLIONS 1Ll

GIVE THANKS,

WHEN THEY RE TURNED

INTO GUNS AND TANKS.

funt @Wﬁ(@
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD >

WAR 11"

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

War!

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

The Second World War was the most deadly, destructive, and costly war in human history.

Film Script

Quote 1:

“We are now in this war. We are all in it-all the way. Every single man, woman and child is a partner in the
most tremendous undertaking of our American history. We must share together the bad news and the good

news, the defeats and the victories-the changing fortunes of war.”” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

At 2:50 a.m. on September 1, 1939 President Roosevelt was asleep at the White House when the phone by his
bedside rang. The German army was invading Poland. World War Il had begun.

Just two days later, Great Britain and France, who had pledged to defend Poland if Germany attacked,
entered the swiftly widening conflict.

This Second World War would be the most destructive war in human history. More than 60 million people
would be killed before it was over. It would transform the United States and the world.

Quote 2:
“The time for active defense is now.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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WAR! WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) When did World War 11 begin?

2) Why did Germany attack Poland?

3) How were Great Britain and France drawn into the war?

4) How many people were killed in the war?

Vocabulary
Isolationist - a policy of keeping to one’s self, refraining from joining alliances or partnerships
Neutrality - not aligned with any particular side in a conflict

Third Reich - name given to Germany under the regime of Adolf Hitler 1933-1945
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WAR! WORLD WAR II

Document based Questions

Document 1:

1) As president of a strongly isolationist country, how might FDR have felt when he received the telegram
dated May 14, 1940?

Document 2:

1) FDR wrote himself a note when he received the news that Germany had invaded Poland. Where and when
did the President get the news? What does this tell you about the complexity of the job of being President?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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WAR! WORLD WAR II

2) In the note that FDR writes to himself he indicates that he has notified all military commands. As a
neutral nation why was it important that FDR immediately notify all military commands of the unfolding

events?

Document 3:

1) Review Ambassador Bullitt’s telegram to Secretary of State Stimson and FDR, and Ambassador Joseph P.
Kennedy’s telegram to Stimson and FDR. If you were president what would be one decision you might have

to make based on these telegrams?

2) Why would both Ambassadors feel it necessary to inform Secretary of State Stimson and President
Roosevelt of the events?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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WAR! WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Telegram from Ambassador Bullitt to the President regarding Germany’s attacks on France, May 14, 1940.
PAGE 1 of 2

‘ i g L PSF, Safe Aulltt |
* ‘ Y O ' . q -k
ey 1 i bl
JT ;
» . This telegram must be PARIS
closely paraphrased be- :
fore being comaunicated Dated lMay 14, 1940

to anyones (D)
Ree®d 3:53 nems
- Seerebary of State,

Washingtone

RUSH

657, lay 14, 7 pems

SEemE" D PERSONAL FOR TIE PRESIDENT,

The Germans have launched the greatest attack of
modern times on the French army from the point vhere the
llaginot 1line ends at Liontmedy northwestward to the line
Sedan Givet Dinant MNarur, They have put in four armored
divisions and many other troops and an overwheglming number

is
of tanks and airplanegs, This/as you know, the shortest

road to Paris,

The BeElgians have been obliged to fall back to the linke
of Namur Louvaln lfalines Antwerpe Dutch resistance has
been almost erushed,

At this moment news has reached the Freneh general
staff that certain dispositions of airplanes and troops
indieate that lMussolini is contemplating making a direct
attack on France and that he has adjourned his attack on

Yugoslavia,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED b
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WAR! WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Telegram from Ambassador Bullitt to the President regarding Germany’s attacks on France, May 14, 1940.
PAGE 2 of 2

~2= #6577, ilay 14, 7 pefe, from Paris

There are literally no French planegs available to
face an Italian attack and the Italian aviation would
beE ablE to bomb southern and southwestern France at will,

(END SECTIOW OYE)

BULLITT

CSB
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WAR! WORLD WAR I

DOCUMENT 2 - FDR’s bedside note recording his natification of Germany’s invasion of Poland, September 1, 1939, 305 AM.

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
|

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu www.parelorentzcenter.org




WAR! WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - Telegram to the President from Joseph Kennedy reporting the need for more war supplies
in Britain, May 15, 1940.
PAGE 1 of 2

JT

This t Elegram must be LONDON

closely paraphrased be=-

fore beEing communicated Dated May 15, 1940

to anyones (D)
Rec!d 10:12 pane, l4th
Seeretary of State,

Tashington,

RUSH

1211, Hay 15, 2 asme (2)

FOR THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY OF STATE,

I just left Churchill at one o'clocke HEe is seading
you a message tomorrow morning saying he considers with
the entrance of Italy, the chances of ©The Allies winning
is slight, He sald the German push is showing great power
and although t he Prench are holding tonighc they are de-
finitely worritde They are asking for nmore British troops
at once, but Churchill is unwilling to send more from
England at this time because he 1s convinced within a
month England will be vigorously attaclkieds The reason Tfor
the message to you is that he needs help badlye, I askgd him
what the United States could do to help that would not leave
the United States holding the bag for a war in which the
Allies expected to be beaten, It SEEJQ to me that if we
had to fight to protect our lives we would do bebter
fighting in our own backyard, I said you know our strength
what covld we do if we wanted to help you all we cane

You
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WAR! WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - Telegram to the President from Joseph Kennedy reporting the need for more war supplies
in Britain, May 15, 1940.
PAGE 2 of 2

-2= #1211, liay 15, 2 asme from London

You do not need money or credit nows, The buik of our navy
is in the Paciflc and we have not Enough airplanes for
our ovn use and our army is not up to requirements, So
If this is going to bE a quick war all over in a feEw
months what could we do, He said it was his intention
to ask for the loan of 30 or 40 of our old destroyers
and also whatever airplanes we could spare right nows
(END SECTION ONE)

\
KENNEDY
NPL
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD!’

WAR 11"

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

Japanese American Internment

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

In the face of national crisis, civil liberties are often threatened and curtailed.

Film Script
Quote 1:

“The Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and
expressions of hope for continued peace.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

In the uncertain weeks following the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor many Americans - particularly those
on the Pacific coast - feared additional enemy attacks and saw danger around every corner.

These fears, coupled with racial prejudice led to a great injustice. Though no real evidence existed, military
leaders on the West Coast complained that some members of the large Japanese American communities
there could be working with the Japanese military and planning further attacks. The Roosevelt administra-
tion was pressed to do something.

In February 1942, President Roosevelt, bowing to pressure from civilian and military leaders on the West
Coast, issued Executive Order 9066. This order led to the forced relocation of more than 110,000 Japanese
Americans from the West Coast to internment camps miles inland and operated by the military.

More than two - thirds of these people were native born American citizens! In the rush of relocation, they
were forced to abandon or sell their homes and businesses, leaving behind their friends and communities
that they loved.

At the time the Supreme Court upheld the President’s order, but forty years later, in the 1980s, Congress rec-
ognized this was wrong and violated the civil liberties of these American citizens. They voted to pay back
some of what had been lost by the Japanese Americans.

Quote 2:

“We have learned to be citizens of the world, members of the human community.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) What was the result of Executive Order 90667

2) What was the justification for issuing Executive Order 9066?

3) What evidence was there that Japanese Americans were involved in sabotage or espionage in the United
States?

4) Approximately how many Japanese Americans were relocated? Where were they sent?

5) Who was in charge of operating the camps?

6) How did the Japanese Americans respond to the order?

Vocabulary

Prejudice - unreasonable feelings, opinions, attitudes or beliefs, especially of a hostile nature, against racial,
religious, national groups, or others

Executive Order - a command issued by the President having the force of law

Internment - being confined with limited rights and freedom and no ability to leave
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT WORLD WAR 1
Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) If we experienced a crisis like the Pearl Harbor attack, would an executive order similar to 9066 be possi-
ble today? Would such an order be a good idea? Why or why not?

2) If you were a Japanese American how would you have tried to convince FDR to repeal 90667

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT WORLD WAR II

3) Is there ever a circumstance where a measure such as executive Order 9066 is justified? What evidence or
criteria would you require before you would accept such an order as necessary and justifiable?

Document 2:

1) Review the April 1, 1942 broadside, “Instructions to All Persons of Japanese Ancestry.” How would this
have affected Japanese American families? Why are the words “alien and non-alien” used?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 9066, authorization of Japanese relocation, February 19, 1942,
PAGE 1 of 3

EXECUTIVE ORDER

AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF WAR TO PRESCRIBE
MILITARY AHEAS

WHEREAS the successful prosecution of the war
requires every possible protection against espionage
end against sabotage to national-defense materiel,
nationel-defense premises, and nationel-defense util-
ities as defined in Section 4, Act of April 20, 1918,
4O Stat. 533, &s emended by the Act of November 30,
1940, 54 Stat, 1220, end the Act of August 21, 1941,

55 Stat. 655 (U. S. C,, Title 50, Sec. 104):

NOW, THEREFOH®, by virtue of the authority
vested in me as President of the United States, and
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I hereby
autborize and direct the Secretery of War, end the
Militery Commenders whom he may from time to time
designate, whenever he or any designated Commander
deems such action necessery or desirable, to prescribe
military areas in such places and of such extent as he
or the appropriate Militery Commander may determine,
from which any or all persons may be excluded, and with
respect to which, the right of any person to enter, re-
mein in, or leave shall be subject to whatever restric-

tions the Secretery of Wear or the eppropriate Military
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 9066, authorization of Japanese relocation, February 19, 1942,
PAGE 2 of 3

o
Commander may impose in his discretion. The Secre-
tery of War is hereby authorized to provide for
residents of any such area who are excluded there-
from, such transportetion, food, shelter, and other
accommodations as mey be necessary, in the judement
of the Secretary of War or the seid Military Com-
mander, and until other arrangements are made, to
accomplish the purpose of this order. The designa-
tion of militery areas in eny region or locality
shall supersede designations of prohibited and re-
stricted areas by the Attorney Ceneral under the
Proclamations of December 7 and 8, 1941, and shall
supersede the responsibility and authority of the
Attorney General under the said Proclemations in re-
gpect of such prohibited and restricted areas.

I hereby further authorize and direct the
Secretary of War end the said Militery Commanders
to take such other steps as he or the appropriate
Military Commender mey deem advisable to enforce
compliance with the restrictions applicable to each
Military area hereinabove authorized to be designated,
including the use of Federal troops and other Federal
Agencies, with authority to accept assistance of state

and local agencies,
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 9066, authorization of Japanese relocation, February 19, 1942,
PAGE 3 of 3

el

I hereby further authorize and direct all Exec-
utive Departments, independent esteblishments and other
Feodersl Agencies, to assist the Secretery of War or the
said Militery Commenders in carrying out this Executive
Order, including the furnishing of medical aid, hospital-
ization, food, clothing, tremnsportetion, use of land,
shelter, and other supplies, equipment, utilities, facili-
ties, and services.

This order shall not be construed as modifying or
limiting in any way the authority heretofore granted under
Executive Order No. 8972, dated December 12, 1941, nor
shall it be construed as limiting or modifying the duty amnd
responsibility of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with
respect to the investigation of alleged acts of sabotage or
the duty end responsibility of the Attorney Gemeral and the
Department of Justice under the Proclamations of December
7 and 8, 1941, prescribing regulations for the conduct and
control of slien enemies, except as such duty and responsi-

bility is superseded by the designation of military eareas

THE WHITE HOUSE, %M/HW
Fsbmm% , 1942, ¥

Fes2l 1251 PH W
N THE DIVIS'ON OF HE
FEDERAL REGISTER

hereunder.

9066
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JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Wartime Civil Control Committee Broadside, “Instructions to All Persons of Japanese
Ancestry,” April 1, 1941.

WESTERN D
WART]

ANCESTR

Living in
9 In the Following A ea
ity and C £s o Ing . .
S | Y ounty of S; ‘ancisco. St g ;
l';"l"-‘mhll»lml by Junipero Serra ]iﬂlll[’\-ar(i‘llﬁl('Fla;|( is co,ftdltwuf(,uhfm-nlzt. lying generally west of the nor] |
ol the east-west line establis i Ran > vorchester Avenue, and Nip steenth Ay ind 1o - hort-south
st-we: stablished by Californ; : tior con o centh Avenue, and lying ge
5 = I n " x y ving senerallv
to San Franeisco Bay. o 1a Street, to themlcr:-emmlof_\IarkclSlrc T o Sonetally nortl

et,and thence on Market Street

\ll that portion of the

All Japanese persons, both al; i i
. Tug_‘ﬂ]a}'_ {;rﬂ 7:i ey 1 alien and non-alien, will be evacuated from the above designated are

No Japanese person will

8 ll.\' 12400 o"clock
1942, without ohtaining s

be permitted to enter or leave the above described

4 ed area after 8:00 a, m., Thur A
pecial permission from the Provost Marshal at the Civil Control Slalir:n lo(:!l:l‘?{‘l:
1701 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, California

April 2,

_ The Civil Control Station is equipped to assist the Japanese population affected by this evacuation in the follow-
ing ways:

1. Give advice and instructions on the evacuation,

2. Provide services with respect to the management, leasing, sale, storage or other disposition of most kinds of
roperty including: real estate, business and professional equipment, buildings, household goods, hoats, automobiles,
ivestock, etc.

3. Provide temporary residence elsewhere for all Japanese in family groups,
L Transport persons and a limited amount of clothing and cquipment to their new residence, as specified helow,

The Following Instructions Must Be Observed:

1. A responsible member of each family, preferably the head of the fu_l_ni.'.}'.‘m' the person in whose "“""'_';1”‘_1.”{
the property is held, and each individual living alone, will report to the Civil (.l.lut’ru\ ?\T)'.ltlnu 0 rn-n-~-|l\‘:“i‘t|.|l Wl . Illvl
structions. This must be done between 8:00 a. m. and 5:00 p. . Thursday, April 2, 1942, or between 800 2, m, ane
5:00 p. m.. Friday, April 3.1942.
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD >

WAR 11"

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Home Front
Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

World War Il was a ‘total war’ requiring the help, support, and cooperation of all segments of American
society.

Film Script
Quote 1:

“Freedom means the supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to those who struggle to
gain these rights and keep them.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

World War 11 was a global war. To fight effectively, every segment of the population had to be engaged.
Soldiers fought on the front-line battle fields, while civilians of all ages and all walks of life fought on what
became known as the ‘home front.’

To conserve scarce goods for military use, products ranging from gasoline to sugar were rationed. Adults
drove less, ate less meat, drank less coffee, planted Victory Gardens in their back yards and organized their
children to collect scrap rubber and metal for war industries.

The need for war workers created economic opportunities for women and minorities and helped encourage
the growth of labor unions.

Our factories produced a staggering amount of supplies: 299,293 aircraft; 634,569 jeeps; 88,410 tanks; 5,777
merchant ships; 1,556 naval vessels; 6.5 million rifles; and 40 billion bullets. By 1944, the United States was
producing 60 percent of all Allied munitions and 40 percent of the world’s arms.

Quote 2:

“Whatever stands in the way of speed and efficiency in defense, in defense preparations of any kind, must
give way to the national need.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt
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THE HOME FRONT WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) What is meant by the term ‘total war?’

2) What was the ‘Home Front?’

3) What items and commaodities were people asked to conserve?

4) What specific groups contributed to the Home Front? What contributions did they make?

5) What types of supplies and equipment did the factories back home produce?

6) How did people feel about the work and sacrifices they were asked to make?

Vocabulary
Global war - a military conflict fought on a world-wide scale

Total war - a conflict involving and impacting not just the military, but all other segments of a society
including industry, agriculture, finance, entertainment, and the civilian population

Scrap drives - rallies held to collect discarded and unwanted, but usable, materials that could be made into
material and munitions for war

Labor unions - groups of workers who join together to bargain and negotiate for improved wages, benefits
and working conditions
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THE HOME FRONT WORLD WAR II

Document Based Questions
Document 1:

1) What does the fact that even FDR at the White House was issued a war ration book tell you about the
importance of rationing during the war?

Document 2:

1) Ask students to look at the memo to the White House dated July 29, 1943. Have half the class consider
the information in the memo from the point of view of a father, and the other half of the class consider it
from the point of view of a president. Then pair them up to share their perspectives and ask one or two of the
partners to share their views with the class.

2) How did ordinary American families find out if their loved ones had been injured in battles? When were
they informed of the fate of their loved ones?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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THE HOME FRONT WORLD WAR II

Document 3:

1) Ask students to work with an adult to fill out the application for a gasoline ration card. Then have them
interview the adult about how they might have felt about rationing if they really had to do it. Survey the class
to see how the reactions of the adults played out collectively.

Document 4:

1) Examine the WWI11 employment poster. Who does it appear to be aimed at? Why? How might this group
have assisted in the war effort?

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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THE HOME FRONT WORLD WAR I

DOCUMENT 1 - President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s war ration book cover, undated.
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THE HOME FRONT WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Memo to Franklin D. Roosevelt, from Wilson Brown, explaining that his son, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Jr. was not harmed in the attack on the USS Mayrant, July 29, 1943.

; {(F : THE WHITE HOUSE
/ WASHINGTON

4

July 29, 1943

KEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

£

il

The Navy Department has just received the
complete casualty list of the USS MAYRANT. Lt. Franklin
D. Roosevelt, Jr., is not or the list end hence can be
presumed to be uninjured.

Five men were killed and six were wounded. Only

one was an officer.

Very respectfully,

WILSON BROWN

SECHET—

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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THE HOME FRONT WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - Application for a gasoline ration card, Office of Price Administration, undated.

Form OPA 1E=50 (Thl's form may L-;(, rcproduc'('d)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
OFFICE OF PRICE ADMINISTRATION

( APPLICATION FOR GASOLINE RATION CARD
6‘B_1 - “B_2 " GIB_'39!
: ’

The owner or person entitled to possession of a DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE
motor vehicle (or his authorized agent) may apply . . ’
for a Class “B’’ gasoline ration card. Application for
such card should be made by filling out this form.
A separate form must be filled out for each motor
vehicle for which a ration card is desired. At the . .
time of executing this form, the registration card of City State
such motor vehicle must be presented.

Date

Ration Card No.

(Print Plainly or Type)

1. Owner'sname . __

L

2. Owner's residence address ... . T S R
I F 1Y o streel nomluert

f"hone
T op e e e e P
3. Owner's business address ......... ... . T e D
tIt. P10 or sireet number) (I"honey
R s a8 e SR G S o AR s R R SS s
4. What is the exact nature of your work? ...... ...
(*Work** means gainful occupation)
5. Describe below the motor vehicle for which you desire a ration card:
4 - M_\n_ T m]ir;m'_ﬁ;;.n. R 'l-':wnmll‘:m.\'t-\._“ B -?EIII(‘LE Licexse No. StaTE
( s o - . S ) IR . . ) 3 B iE
6. If you drive to your work, what is the shortest mileage from your home to your regular place of work or -
commuting point? '
7. How many miles do you drive each working day in carrying on your work (other than from home to work
and back)? .
8. What is the total average daily mileage customarily driven in the car described above to get to and from
3 work and to earry on work?

0. Are you making every, possible effort to reduce this mileage by using public transportation and by

“doubling-up”_with your neighbors? ... . _
(Y or Nod

I cerTIFY that the motor vehicle deseribed above is in use and that each of the foregoing statements is true,
and I further certify that the gasoline obtained with the ration card issued on the basis of this application will
he nsed solely in the motor vehicle deseribed herein nnd will not be used for any other purpose.

Seclion 35 (A) of the United States Criminal Code
makes It & criminal offense, punishable by a maximum
of 10 years' Imprisonment, $10,000 fine, or both, lo
make a [(alse siatemenl or representation to any T N vy STEVETRYS ot S
Department or Agency of the United States as to any (Addlress of applicant of agent)
matier within the jurisdictlon of any Department or
Agency of the United States. :

THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO THE VERIFICATION OF YOUR LOCAL RATIONING BOARD
Save Gasoline and Help Win the War

Signed

f...\ il'|i'limn( or agent)

U B SOVENMMENY PRiNTING OFTICH
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THE HOME FRONT WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 4 - War Manpower Committee poster, “Longing won’t bring him home sooner...Get a War Job!”
undated.

Longing wont bring him back sooner...

GET A WAR JOB!

SEE YOUR U. S. EMPLOYMENT SERVICE

WAl wANICwis (QmwilliOn
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD >

WAR 11"

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

Towards Racial Equality
Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

World War Il brought opportunities to begin to chip away at racism and segregation in some areas of
American society.

Film Script
Quote 1:

“Our sons pride of our nation, this day have set upon a mighty endeavor. A struggle to preserve our
republic, our religion, and our civilization, and to set free a suffering humanity.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

In 1941, as millions of Americans took up arms to fight totalitarianism and racism abroad, America was

a deeply racist nation. The military, like many American institutions, was largely segregated. At the

time Congress was largely controlled by powerful southern Democrats who staunchly supported racial
separation. FDR felt he could not directly challenge military segregation without jeopardizing other parts of
his administration’s social and military goals.

Roosevelt looked for opportunities to take action against discrimination without having to go to Congress.
In 1940, Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. became the army’s first black brigadier general, and during this war, blacks
were admitted to the Marine Corps and the Army Air Corps for the first time.

With the strong public support of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, nearly 1000 black pilots were trained

at Alabama’s Tuskegee Institute. Many of these pilots went on to serve in combat in Europe and North
Africa in the all-black 99th Pursuit Squadron. They were known as the Red Tailed Angels because of their
distinctive painted red tail fins.

Quote 2:

“They fight not for the lust of conquest. They fight to end conquest. They fight to liberate. They fight to let
justice arise and tolerance and good will among all the people.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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TOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) What were conditions like for blacks in the United States in the 1930s and 40s?

2) What group had control of Congress in the 1930s and 40s? What were their views on race? Why did they
think this way?

3) Why didn’t President Roosevelt push for a more active civil rights agenda?

4) What approach did FDR take to bring about progress to end racism in the United States military?

5) What role did Mrs. Roosevelt play?

Vocabulary

Segregated - the separation of racial, religious, or other groups from the privileges and rights afforded to
others

Prejudice - unreasonable feelings, opinions, attitudes or beliefs, especially of a hostile nature, against racial,
religious, national groups, or others

Tuskegee Institute - a vocational college for blacks located in Alabama, opened in 1881. During WWI1 it
became the location of a special experiment to train young blacks as Air Corp pilots
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TOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY WORLD WAR II

Document Based Questions
Document 1:

1) Ask students to review Executive Order 8802. As this was created before Pearl Harbor, what might this
hint at regarding FDR’s outlook toward future events?

Document 2:

1) Review the memo for the Chief of Staff dated November 10, 1925. In what ways have racial attitudes
changed since 1925? What evidence is there to support your views?
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TOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY WORLD WAR II

2) Given the attitudes towards blacks expressed in the material from 1925, how was FDR able to muster the
support necessary to conduct the Tuskegee experiment?

Document 3:

1) What impact do you suppose the photograph of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and Chief Andersen had on
attitudes regarding blacks serving in the military in the 1940s? Do you think a First Lady of the 21st century
could aid in advancing racial equality as much as Mrs. Roosevelt did? Why or why not?
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TOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 8802 signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on June 25, 1941.
PAGE 1 of 2

EXECUTIVE ORDER

REAFFLAING POLICY OF FULL PARTICIPATION IN
THE DEFENSE PROGRAM BY ALL PERSONS, REGARDLESS
OF RACE, CREED, COLOR, OR NATTONAL ORIGIN, AKD
DIRSCTIMG CERTATY ACTION IN FURTHERANCE OF
SAID POLICY.

WHEREAS it 15 tho policy of the United States to encourage
full participation in the national defense program by all
citizens of the United States, regardless of race, croed, color,
or national origin, in the firm belief that the democratic way
of 1ifo within the Nation can be defended successfully only with
the help and support of all groupa within its borders; and

VHEHEAS there is evidence that avallable and nceded workers
have been barred {rom employment in industries engaged in defense
production solely because of considerations of race, ¢reed, color,
or national origin, to the detriment of workers' morale and of
national unity:

HOWi, THEREFOHE, by virtue of tho authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the statutes, and as a preroquisite to the
successful conduct of our national dofense production offort, I
do hereby reaffirm the policy of the United States that there shall
be no discrimination in the employment of workers in defense
i.ndunride‘sﬁ w%o?;\;of—,Jmod, color, or national origin, and
I do hereby declare that it is the duty of employers and of labor
organirations, in furtherance of said policy and of this order, to
provide for the full and equitable participation of all workers
in dofense industries, without discrimination because of race, creed,
color, or national origin;

And 1t is hereby ordered as follows:

1. All departments and agencles of tho Government of the
United States concernsd with vocational and training programs for
dofonse production shall take special measures appropriate to assure
thet such programs are administered without dlscrimination because
of race, creed, color, or national origin;
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TOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - U.S. Executive Order 8802 signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on June 25, 1941.
PAGE 2 of 2

-2 -

2. All contracting agencles of the Oovernment of the United
States shall include in all defenso contracts hereaftsr negotisted
by them & provision obligating the contractor not to discriminate
against any worker becauss of race, creed, color, or national
origin;

3. There is establiched in the Office of Production Manage-
mont a Committee on Falr Employment Practice, which shall consist
of a chairmn and four other menmbers to be appointed by the
President. The chairmen and members of the Committee shall serve
as such without compensation but shall be entitled to actual and
necessary transportation, subaistence and other expenses incidental
to performance of their duties. The Committee shall receive and
investigate complaints of discrimination in violation of the pro-
visions of this order and shall take appropriats steps to redress
grievances which it finds to be valid. The Comittee shall also
rocommand to the several departments and agencies of the Government
of the United States and to the President all meamures which may be
deemed by it necessary or proper to effectuxte the provisions of

A e

this order.

THE WHITE HOUSE,

June «5’-3: 1941,

- Fas My MEFECTION

Jn2s RVPHMI
N THE DiskECN S
FEDERAL REGISTER

‘HE HATIONAL ANSH IYES

FILES AND MABL AYALABLE

--------------------------
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TOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Memo regarding the “employment of negro man power in war”, November 10, 1925.
PAGE 1 of 3

r/., i
& » e . - X
= -
//

e

ity HBC/n b e
ALC P I j = .
November 10, 1925— wd-.\J

(EORARDUL FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

Subject: Fmployment of negro man pover in uar.

I am enclosing a study on the Employment of Negro ien Power
in Yer, made by a committee of The Army ar College composed of
Colonel Bishop, Hajor Drein and idlajor Somervell. It is based on
research by previous classes, by the Faculty, as well ss on Far
Depzrtment experiences during the World War. It is believed to
be of such vilue in lieu of further study by the Genersl Staff,
2s to furnish = basis for the employment -f the negro in the
next war. I recommend, unless and until a more complete study
be mzde on the subject by the Generzl Staff, that it be accepted
as the Wer Department policy in hendling this problen.

“hile the basic communication is not marked "Secret™, it has
been ‘so regarded at the War College.

H. E. Fly,
Major General U. S. 4.
Commendant .

2 incls.
{in dup)

Some of the historical documents contained in this curriculum guide reflect dee) i judi i i
p-seated and disturbing racial prejudices regarding African-
Americans that were common among many whlte‘Ameﬂcans in the early and middle years of the twentieth century. It is ngporta?nt to
remember that Fhese documents must be viewed in the context of their own time, While offensive to modern readers, they help us
understand the intense opposition the Roosevelts and the Tuskegee Airmen faced over the issue of allowing black men to pilot military

aircraft. FDR Presidential Library and Museum
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TOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Memo regarding the “employment of negro man power in war”, November 10, 1925.
PAGE 2 of 3

Notes on proposed plen for use of negro menpover.
(Not a pert of the vplan)

1. The fundsaentsl conception upon which this plan is based is
thet the military man power of the United States, white or black,
should be assigned to duties in the Army for vhich it is gualified.
Militery considerstions zlone should govern in war.

2. The negro does not perforin his shere of civil dubies in
time of pezce in proportion to his population. He has no leaders in
industriel or commercial life. He takes no part in government. Com-
pared to the white man he is sdmittedly of inferior mentelity. He is
inherently weak in cheracter. ke i

3. The negro issue should be met scuarely. The Tar Department had
no pre-determined snd sound plan for the use of negro troops at the begin-
ning of the World War. It had no sdequate defense agzinst political and
racial pressure and was forced to organize negro combat divisions and com-
mission ungualified negro officers. The results are vell knomw.

4. The TVar Departnent when ocession demends should be able to pre-
sent this matter frenkly to those who make demands or should know the

fzets.

The negro, particularly the officer, failed in the World Var.

T he door will not be closed zgeinst him on this account.

He will be given an opportunity to take part in war in accord-
ence with his cualificstions in exactly the same field of activity as
are allotted the white man. ' ‘

He will be accepted for service by the identical standards
epplied to the white men.

Thile in the service he will be measured by the standards applied
to the white man. This includes, reclassification, eliminetion, and rewards
of promotion and decoration.

He will be given z sound plen of organizstion, training and
leadership.

e will be given tasks he may reasonably be expected to perform.

If he mskes good he will havs the opportunity eventuslly to fignt
in the war with all-negro organizations.

If he fails to qualify to fight zs a rzce he will be limited to
such tasks as he cen perform under white lezdersnip.

That he accomplishes in ¥War will depend upon the negro.

5. There should be no sentiment zbout the use of negro troops in war.
t is not sound to contend that he should beer losses in wzr in
properbtion to his populetion relative to white populsticon. The basgis of
his employment in war should be thet applied to vhite soldaiers, viz., qualifi-
cations and capabilities for military service.

In the Anericsn Ixpeditionsry Forces in France the negro's totel

shere of loszes was 1-1/2%.
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TOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Memo regarding the “employment of negro man power in war”, November 10, 1925.
PAGE 3 of 3

6. If the negro should be called into service on a plan based
on the numericel strength of his population his share of man power
for the HMobilization Plan ould be almost twice the guota, which under
the standards developed in the Vorld iWar, he can furnish. :

7. The Hobilization Plan provides for approximately 140,000

negroes for non-combatant duty. This would leave approximet ely 30,000

for the experiment of combat duty.

8. The mejority of negroes left at nome will be in the southern
states where they will be needed for labor znd where they can best be
handled by competent whites.
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TOWARDS RACIAL EQUALITY WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - Photograph of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and “Chief” Charles Alfred Anderson, 1941.

Ty

i

F ' '-" -‘—‘ = T
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD!’

WAR 11"

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Holocaust

Main lIdea/Enduring Understanding

In 1941 Hitler began implementation of the “Final Solution” of the “Jewish Question.” It was a carefully
planned and organized effort to destroy every Jew on the European continent.

Film Script
Quote 1:
“Give us faith. Help us to conquer the apostles of greed and racial arrogances.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Immediately after coming to power in 1933, Adolf Hitler began to bully and persecute the Jewish population
in Germany. The Nazi, the political party Hitler founded, held the belief that Jews were inferior beings and
thus threatened the Nazi concept of racial purity.

The “Final Solution” the effort to eliminate the entire Jewish population of Europe is known today as the
Holocaust.

As details of Hitler’s horrific deeds reached the Allies, it was difficult for the public and many government
officials to grasp just how horrible the Nazi were. One famous newsman of the time described it as “a horror
beyond what the imagination can grasp.”

It was difficult for anyone to know what to do. President Roosevelt believed that the surest way to stop the
killing of innocent civilians was to defeat Hitler and the Nazis in Germany as quickly and decisively as
possible. Whether the President could have, or should have, done more to rescue the European Jews is a
question that lingers to this day.

Quote 2:

“This day has set upon a mighty endeavor, a struggle to preserve our republic, our religion, and our
civilization, and to set free a suffering humanity.”” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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THE HOLOCAUST WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) What were conditions like for Jews in Germany in the 1930s?

2) What was Hitler’s goal for the Jews of Europe?

3) As Hitler’s troops advanced through Europe, what happened to the Jews?

4) What were conditions like for those in the concentration camps?

Vocabulary

Persecution - the act of harassing or oppressing groups or individuals usually on the grounds of religious or
political beliefs

Holocaust - the systematic mass extermination of European Jews by the Nazis before and during World War
I

Concentration Camp - a guarded compound for the detention or imprisonment of groups or individuals
Prejudice - unreasonable feelings, opinions, attitudes or beliefs, especially of a hostile nature, against racial,

religious, national groups, or others
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THE HOLOCAUST WORLD WAR II

Document Based Questions

Document 1:

1) What was James McDonald trying to accomplish in writing to Mrs. Roosevelt?

2) Do you feel the “evidence” presented in the first three paragraphs warrants the suggestion of intervention
proposed in the forth paragraph? If so, what could or should have been done? If not; what further evidence
would you have like to have seen?
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THE HOLOCAUST WORLD WAR II

Document 2:

1) FDR and Hitler became leaders of their respective countries in 1933. Describe the differences in their
leadership styles as depicted in the January 1943 political cartoon.

2) Ask students to select a topic from one of the books on the shelves and research what FDR or Hitler ac-
complished regarding that topic. Compare the two sets of accomplishments.
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THE HOLOCAUST WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Letter to Eleanor Roosevelt regarding the situation in Germany, July 24, 1935.

Telegrams : SRl R
Hicommissa, WeetursT, Loxnox. Suxrixr, Hovse Soutnamrrox Row,

Cables :
Telephone: Hornnonx 9200, Lnxons, W.CLL

July 24, 1986

PERSONAL
e e i

o

i
R
Mra, Franklin D. Roosevelt " II \0\%

The White House 3
Washington, D. C. i

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I wigh I might have now &an opportunity to sit down and
talk with you, Kot gince my visit to Germeny in Merch end April,
1955 — about which I told you and the President on ny returnm home -
have I had as deep & sense of impending tragedy as now, Unless
present tendencies are sharply reversed, the world will be faced
in the near future with the problem of snother great exedus of
refugeeg from Germany., And in that event the percentage of non- |

Jews will be higher than in the first exodus. That problem would %
be literally overwhelming, and would fall - as the problem of the 2" .
refugees so far has fallen - upon the countries of refuge and upon \

,.‘ ,r

the generosity of the citizens of those cowmtries.

It is my conviction that the party lemders in the Reich
bave pet for themselves a program of forcing graduslly the Jews i M
from Germany by creating conditions there which make life unbear-
able, That many of ue closely in touch with German affairs, have
feared for gome time. The news of the last few weeks brings con-

firmation,

There is also another phase of the Reich's program, even
. broader in its acope, This is the determination, openly avowed in
high party quarters, to establish a State church, loyalty to which,
particularly of the children and the younger people, would take
priority over loyalty to any of the established religions - Catholic,
Protegtant or Jewish, This extreme form of statism must have reper-
cussions far beyond the German frontier,

Under these circumstances I wonder how long the Governmentis
of the world can continue to act on the assumption that everything
which is taking place in Germany and the threat implicit in present
developments, are matters purely of German domestic concern? Is that
not merely to evede for a time an issue which must sooner or later be
faced? And is not the rafusal to face it now, giving aid and en-
couragement to the extremist forcea within the Eeich?

In short, I am raising a question whether the time has not
come when, in harmony with many precedents in American history, the
American Government should teke the initiative in protesting against
the prevailing violations of elementary civil and religious rights
in Germany. Such & protest would, I anticipate, evoke enthusiastic
and grateful response from millions of Americans,

vewms ’
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THE HOLOCAUST WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Political cartoon, “The 10-Year Book Shelf,” Philadelphia P.A. Record, January 30, 1943.
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TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD "

WAR 11"

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The Atomic Bomb

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

The Atomic Bomb was a game changer in WWII. Control of this ultimate weapon determined the identity of
the ultimate winner.

Film Script
Quote 1:

“The world will note that the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, a military base. We won the
race of discovery against the Germans.” - President Harry S. Truman

On October 11, 1939 Franklin Roosevelt received an historic letter from Albert Einstein. The letter described
the potential for an atomic weapon and warned that nuclear research was already underway in Germany.

Roosevelt responded to Einstein’s letter by authorizing the “Manhattan Project,” a top-secret effort to build
an atomic weapon. President Roosevelt and Winston Churchill agreed to keep the bomb project code-named
“Tube Alloys” - secret from Soviet leader Josef Stalin. What neither knew, was that Russian spies were
keeping Stalin informed about its progress.

FDR was prepared to use atomic weapons against both Germany and Japan, but a bomb was not ready for
testing until after his death and Germany’s surrender. In July 1945, President Harry S. Truman authorized
the use of the atomic bombs against Japan and they were dropped on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
the following month.

Quote 2:

“We have used it in order to shorten the agony of war in order to save the lives of thousands and thousands
of young Americans. We shall continue to use it until we completely destroy Japan’s power to make war.”

- President Harry S. Truman
Notes:
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THE ATOMIC BOMB WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) What did the 1939 letter from Albert Einstein describe?

2) What warning was outlined in the letter?

3) What action did FDR take in response to the letter?

4) Who ultimately ordered the dropping of the atomic bombs?

5) On what Japanese cites were they dropped?

Vocabulary

Albert Einstein - Jewish physicist who fled Nazi Germany and alerted FDR to the work of German
scientists to develop a weapon of mass destruction using an uranium based chain reaction

Manhattan Project - code name for the American secret atomic bomb development project
Tube Alloys - code name for the atomic bomb

Winston Churchill - British Prime Minister and close ally to FDR during WWI1

Josef Stalin - Premier and Communist Party leader of the Soviet Union from 1928 to 1952

Harry Truman - Vice President of the United States who assumed the presidency after FDR’s sudden death
on April 12, 1945

Hiroshima - Japanese city destroyed by the first atomic bomb, “Little Boy.” It was dropped by the United
States August 6, 1945

Nagasaki - Japanese city destroyed by the second atomic bomb, “Fat Man.” It was dropped by the United
States on August 9, 1945
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THE ATOMIC BOMB WORLD WAR II
Document Based Questions

Documents 1 & 2:

1) Why would FDR be so inclined to agree with, and act upon, the suggestions Einstein’s letter
recommends?

2) In what other countries was nuclear experimentation being conducted?

Document 3:

1) What motives or reasons might have driven FDR and Winston Churchill to keep the Russians from
participating in the “tube alloys” meeting?

2) How might you expect the Russians would have reacted when they discovered the “tube alloy” meeting
had taken place? Would they be justified in their reaction?
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THE ATOMIC BOMB WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Albert Einstein and FDR’s response, August 2, 1939,
PAGE 1 of 3

Albert Einstein
0ld Grove Rd.
Nassau Point
Peconic, Long Island
August 2nd, 1939
F.D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,

White House
Washington, D.C.

Sir:

Some recent work by E.Fermi and L. Szilard, which has been com-
municated to me in manuscript, leads me to expect that the element uran-
ium may be turned into a new and important source of energy in the im-
mediate future. Certain aspects of the situation which has arisen seem
to call for watchfulness and, if necessary, quick action on the part
of the Administration. I believe therefore that it is my duty to bring
to your attention the followinz facts and recommendations:

In the course of the last four months it has béen made probable -
through the work of Joliot in PFrance as well as Termi and Szilard in
America - that it may become possible to set up a nuclear chain reaction
in a large mass of uranium,by which vast amounts of power and large quant-
ities of new radium-like elements would be generated. Now it appears
almost certain that this could be achiefed in the immeddiate future.

This new phenomenon would also lead to the construction of bombs,
and it is conceivable - though much less certain - that extremely power-
ful bombs of a new type may thus be constructed. A single bomb of this
type, carried by boat and exploded in a port, might very well destroy
the whole port together with some of the surrounding territory. However,
such bombs might very well prove to be too heavy for transportation by

air.
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THE ATOMIC BOMB WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Albert Einstein and FDR’s response, August 2, 1939,
PAGE 2 of 3

=0

The United States has only very poor ores of uranium in moderate
quantities. There is some good ore in Canada and the former Czechoslovakia,
while the most important source of uranium is Belgian Congo.

In view of this situation you may think it desirable to have some
permanent contact maintained between the Administration and the group
of physicists working on chain reactions in America. One possible way
of achieving this might be for you to entrust with this task a person
who has your confidence and who could perhaps serve in an inofficial
capacity. His task might comprise the following:

a) to approach Government Departments, keep them informed of the
further development, and put forward recommendations for Government action,
giving particular attention to the problem of securing a supply of uran-
ium ore for the United States;

b) to speed up the experimental work,which is at present being car-
ried on within the limits of the budgets of University laboratories, by
providing funds, if such funds be required, through his contacts with
private persons who are willing to make contributions for this cause,

F and perhaps also by obtaining the co-operation of industrial laboratories
which have the necessary equipment.

I understand that Germany has actually stopped the sale of uranium
from the Czechoslovakian mines which she has taken over. That she should
have taken such early action might perhaps be understood on the ground
that the son of the German Under-Secretary of State, von Weizsdcker, is
attached to the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Institut in Berlin where some of the
American work on uranium is now being repeated.

Yours very truly,
?,1 [ % S v

(Albert Einstein)
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THE ATOMIC BOMB WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - Letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt from Albert Einstein and FDR’s response, August 2, 1939,
PAGE 3 of 3

October 15, 1638

&y dear Professor:

I want to thank you for your recent letter and
the most interosting and important enclosuves

I found this date of such lmport that I heve
convened & Poard consisting of the head of the Duresu
of Slandards and a chosen ropresentative of the Army
and Savy to thoroughly investizate the possibilities
of your suggestlon regardiing the elenent of ureniume

] I an glad o say that Ure Sachs will cooperate
and work with this Committee and I feel this is the
mﬁ y?wiml and eflective method of dealing with

g 8D *

Fleese accept my sincere thanks.

Very sincerely yours,

Ire Albert Zinsbtein,
Old Grove Zoad,
Hessau Point,
Peoonic, Long Island,

Hew Yorke
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THE ATOMIC BOMB WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - “Tube Alloys” memo regarding President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill’s dis-
cussion about the use of the Atomic bomb against the Japanese, September 18, 1944,

?7%4‘? AMoow /H"f- 2
7’7 va ! L -'\'
_fwn o =

5 -—f””igg,}
'/rmtnn D RoossveTE SYVFERY o 10:Bofming Street,

DECL2o~rren Witapal.

AEC Z?:Fchzﬁﬁnv TQ7IHL

TOPShCRET Zein=70
TUBE ALLOQYS

Aide-memoire of conversation between the President and the
Prime Minister at Hyde Park, September 18, 1944.

3 8 The suggestion that_the world should be informed
regarding Tube Alloys, with a view to an international
agreement regarding its control and use, is not accepted.
The matter should continue to be regarded as of the utmost
secrecy; but when a "bomb" is finally available, it might
perhaps, after mature consideration, be used against the
Japanese, who should be warned that this bombzrdment will be
repeated until they surrender.

2s Full collaboration between the United States and the
British Government in developing Tube Alloys for military
and commercial purposes should continue after the defeat of
Japen unless and until terminated by joint agreement.

o Enguiries should be made regarding the activities of

Professor Bohr and steps tzken to ensure that he is responsible

for no leakage of information, particularly to the Russians.

R =,

The Pare Lorentz Center at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu www.parelorentzcenter.org



TEACHABLE MOMENTS

WORLD!’

WAR 11"

COMBINING DOCUMENTS AND DOCUMENTARIES FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM

The United Nations

Main Idea/Enduring Understanding

FDR hoped a world organization created on the basis of equality and cooperation would promote peace and
prevent a third World War.

Film Script
Quote 1:

“Never before have the major Allies been more closely united, not only in their war aims, but also in their
peace aims.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

From the earliest days of World War 11, FDR envisioned creating an organization that would promote global
cooperation and peace through collective security. On January 1, 1942 representatives of twenty-five Allied
nations met at the White House to sign a declaration pledging each “to defend life, liberty, independence,
and religious freedom, and to preserve human rights and justice...” FDR called this wartime coalition the
“United Nations.”

Roosevelt imagined that after the war this organization of nations would promote equality and mutual
security. The institution’s backbone was to be the “Four Policemen” - The United States, Great Britain,
Soviet Union, and China - who would enforce the peace.

Roosevelt died just days before he was to address the opening session of the conference that created the
United Nations.

Quote 2:

“This time we are not making the mistake of waiting until the end of the war to set up the machinery of
peace.” - Franklin D. Roosevelt

Notes:
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THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD WAR II

Short Answer Questions

1) How early was FDR thinking about and planning for the creation of the United Nations?

2) What goals did the participants of the 26 Nation Conference set for themselves?

3) What does the term ‘collective security’ mean?

4) Who were the ‘Four Policemen’ as FDR envisioned them?

5) What is FDR referring to in his statement, “This time we are not making the mistake of waiting until the
end of the war to set up the machinery of peace?”

Vocabulary

Collective Security - a policy of maintaining peace by entering a series of military alliances with multiple
nations pledged to defend each other

Liberty - Freedom to choose how to live and conduct one’s business

United Nations - world organization founded in 1945 to collectively keep the peace and work for the
betterment of all the world’s people

“Four Policemen” - The United States, Soviet Union, Great Britain, and China. In the original concept of
the United Nations, these countries were to collectively keep the peace among the rest of the nations of the
world
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THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD WAR II

Document Based Questions
Document 1:

1) Judging from FDR’s sketch of the United Nations drawn in Tehran in 1943, what were three of his
priorities in setting up the UN?

2) Why do you suppose FDR wanted the “Four Policemen” in the U.N.?

3) If the United Nations was created today, what countries might be selected as the ‘Four Policemen’? Why?
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THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD WAR II

Document 2:

1) Explain the meaning of the Eleanor Roosevelt cartoon. When the tree is fully grown, what fruit is it
expected to bear? What benefits can it provide as it grows?

Document 3:

1) What do you suppose was the main purpose or goal behind the Joint Declaration?

2) FDR made the arrows moving the countries of Great Britain to their alphabetical order among nations.
What message was he sending to our closest ally?
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THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 1 - President Roosevelt’s sketch of UN, November 30, 1943.
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THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 2 - Political cartoon (Eleanor Roosevelt), “A Tree Grows in Manhattan,” undated.
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THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD WAR II

DOCUMENT 3 - FDR’s proposed list of nations that would be included in the United Nations with his nota-
tions that certain countries be listed on their own, not as part of the British Empire, undated.
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